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irregulars versus 
the jungle rebels 

‘Security firm’ hired to end guerrilla war 


Michael Ashworth 

“1 am sick and tired of our boys com- 
ing back in body-bags," said the 
Prime Minister' of Papua New 
Guinea, Sir Julius Chan. So he 
called in the professionals from the 
King's Road. 9,000 miles away. 

The PNG government has con- 
tracted Sandline International, a 
Bahamian-registered company with 
representative offices in London 
and Washington DC to assist h in its 
operations agains t rebels in the is- 
land of Bougainville who have been 
fighting a nine-year guerrilla war 
against the authorities. 

They deny they are mercenaries. 
“We are an international military 
consultancy company specialising 
in the provision of advice and prob- 
lem resolution for legitimate gov- 
ernments and international 
organisations," its Chief Executive 
Officer, Tim Spicer, told The 
Independent yesterday. 

Col Spicer is a former lieutenant- 
colonel in the Scots Guards with 20 
years’ experience in the Falkland*. 
Bosnia, Cyprus, the Gulf War and 
Northern Ireland, where he was ap- 
pointed OBE. A brisk, crisp man, he 
was Michael Rose’s military attache 
in Bosnia, and knows how to handle 
the media. Sandline works out of a 
smart premises on the King's Road 
with the latest technology and ex- 
pensive modem art on the wall, more 
like the office of an management 
consultancy than a barracks. 

Early last year, representatives of 
Sandline were approached by the 
PNG government to assist in advis- 


ing and training their armed forces. 
The contract was signed in January 
this year, and is reportedly worth 
$36m. The PNG National Defence 
Force, despite the assistance provided 
by the Australian Armed Forces, has 
been unable to deal effectively with 
the Bougainville Revolutionary Army 
rebels. It has frequently been accused 
of human rights abuses and summary 
executions. 

Sandline admits to being involved 
in PNG but would not discuss details 
of the operation stating that “our 
projects are generally sensitive in na- 
ture and we apply strict rules of con- 
fidentiality to our work and client 
relationships." However, Australian 
newspapers have reported that PNG 
planned to bring in up to ISO for- 
eign-hired soldiers for an operation 
to capture or kill the leaders of the 
pro-independence Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army. 

Sir Julius Qian said yesterday that 
“the team we have hired to tnuii our 
Security Rune members are not cow- 
boys, they are a reputable professional 
company who are port of our many- 
faceted strategy to reach a lasting so- 
lution to this particular crisis, as well 
as other matters of national security." 

Sandline considers itself and one 
or two other companies to be at the 
leading edge of a global trend in pri- 
vate security companies assisting 
nation states with their internal se- 
curity problems. It calls upon the re- 
sources of a number of different 
specialist sub-contractors in Britain, 
the US and South Africa, and these 
include ex-members of the UK, US 
and South African special forces. 
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The precedents for the use of pri- 
vate security companies to tackle civ- 
il wars were set by the South 
Africa-based Executive Outcomes 
(EO) in Angola and Sierra Leone. 
Sandline emphatically denies that it 
is a subsidiary of EO, though it has 
“subcontracted" some work in PNG 
to them, says Col Spicer. “We have 
a high regard for the professionalism 
of Executive Outcomes, but we are 
not the same company,” he adds. 

However, Sandline shares offices 
with companies whose directors in- 
clude Tony Buckingham, the busi- 
nessman who introduced EO into 
Angola, their first big contract- 
ed Spicer says San dime was es- 
tablished in the early 1990s in order 
“to fill a vacuum in the post-Cold Wbr 


era, to offer governments specialist 
miKtai y expertise at a time when 
Western nations' deare to provide ac- 
tive support to resolve overseas con- 
ffvrc hac maHrintly decreased, as has 

their capability to do so." 

It is an independent entity pri- 
vately owned by senior ex-military 
personnel from the UK and US 
armed forces. The company is reg- 
istered in Nassau. Bahamas. 

Like its competitors, the US-bascd 
Military Personnel and Resources In- 
corporated and EO, h shies awa) T from 
the label of mercenary. It claims that 
it will only accept projects that “re- 
ceive the' endorsement of the in- 
ternational community'." To this end 
it declares that it has four operating 
principles. It will only undertake 
projects acceptable to key Western 
governments, such as the US and the 
UK. It will only undertake operations 
that are legal and moral, ft works on 
behalf of internationally recognised 
government regimes. And opera- 
tions must be conducted within the 
boundaries of client governments. 

The employment of Sandline In- 
ternational has embarrassed the Aus- 
tralian government, which enjoys 
good relations with PNG and trains 
their Defence Force. During question 
time yesterday in the Australian Par- 
liament. the Prime Minister stated: 
“We have no sympalny for the BRA 
which has carried out a great deal of 
violence and has constantly ob- 
structed talks. But we are convinced 
that nrihtaiy action is not the answer, 
that only a negotiated settlement can 
offer a long-term solution." 

Ragged rebellion, page 11 
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Owen Gaster, 30, the futuristic tailor, proved himself a cut above at London Fashion Week yesterday when 
he unveiled his latest ‘Chopper 1 collection. Gaster, one of the few designers to malntam a distinctive style 
throughout his career, offers a vision for the hard-edged urban woman who is not afraid to 
power-dress and Ms Bladenmner-esque models showed off the range to perfection Photograph: BenBwes 

Penguin plans to push Puffin 
out of £35m pecking order 


Tories will sell 
off Underground 
if they win poll 


lan Burrell 

It is apparently a trait of British food 
company marketing executives that 
when they look upon a white- 
chested seabird they immediately 
think: “chocolate biscuit". 

A High Court judge listened yes- 
terday as lawyers representing the 
Asda supermarket chain argued that 
its range of Puffin chocolate biscuits 
was not a copy of the 60-year-old Pen- 
guin brand. United Biscuits, which 
sells £35m worth of Penguins a year, 
is suing Asda for alleged trademark 
infringement and “passing off”. 

To even the most junior bird- 
fancier there would be little difficulty 
in telling the two creatures apart. 

Penguins are flightless sphenisti.- 
dae, which propel themselves 
through water with their wings and 
nest on the ground in the Southern 


Hemisphere. Puffins, by contrast, are 
alcidae, strong flyers which nest in 
cliffs in the Northern Hemisphere. 

But lawyers for UB do not believe 
that ornithology is a popular pastime 
within the ranks of the chocolate 
biscuit-buying public. They argued 

yesterday that the existence of the 

two brands would cause great con- 
fusion. A succession of Liverpool 
shoppers testified ’that ihev had 
thought Puffins were made by the 
same company as Penguins. One, 
Pauline Bennett, explained that they 
were water birds beginning with “p" 
and ending with “n r . 

“What about a pigeon?" chal- 
lenged Gordon Pollock, Asda’s QC. 

“They wouldn’t hang around wa- 
ter," Ms Bennett told the court. 

UB’s counsel, Michael Bloch, said 
there was “no inherent connection" 
between seabirds and chocolate bis- 


cuits which could excuse the copy- 
ing. The only connection was with 
UB’s particular distinctive product. 

Asda had even adapted UB’s slo- 
gan by urging consumers to “pick up 
a Puffin”, complained Mr Bloch at 
the start of a 10-day hearing. 

Asda insisted the names and the de- 
piction of the bird character were very 
different. It contended that any sim- 
ilarities would be recognised by the 
public as amply a humorous reference 
by Asda to the famous Penguin and 
therefore would cause no confusion. 

The court heard that packaging 
designers had been asked by the su- 
permarket chain to come up with a 
brand-beater to rival the Penguin. 

While they considered the suitability 
of a variety of birds as the symbol of 
the new biscuit, “P-pick up a guille- 
mot" does not have appear to have 
even made it to the drawing-board. 


Colin Brown and Randeep 
Ramesh 

John Major will take an election gamble 
today with the announcement that Lon- 
don Underground is to beprivatised if the 
Tories are returned to office. 

The go-ahead for the privatisation of 
the Tube, which carries millions of vot- 
ers in the crucial South East, was sanc- 
tioned at a Downing Street strategy 
meeting of Cabinet ministers to approve 
the manifesto. It will be announced in the 
Commons today by Sir George Young, the 
Secretary of State for Transport, al- 
though the plan alarmed some ministers 
earlier this month when it was first ap- 
proved at the Chequers Cabinet on the 
draft election manifesto. 

The announcement was delayed by a 
damaging and embarrassing leak, but Sir 
George persuaded colleagues to go ahead 
with the plan on the grounds that the Tube 
needs investment, and it can only get it if 
it is put in private hands. Labour believes 
it is a gilt-edged gift for its own election 
campaign against the “fai cats” who have 
profited from other privatisations. The Un- 
derground would cariywith it some high- 
ly lucrative real estate in the capital, and 
the leaked document suggested it could 
be sold off at a knock-down price. 

The statement in the Commons today 
will mark clear differences between the 
two parties. John Prescott, the deputy 
leader of the Labour Party, said last night 
that die Government had adopted the 
“Prescott formula" for keeping the Post 
Office in public bands, while allowing it 


to raise private finance. “It shows that they 
are privatising the Tube system out of pure 
political spite," be said. 

An drew Smith, shadow transport sec- 
retary, said Labour would build partner- 
ships with private firms to raise investment 
for the Time, as well as retaining public 
control over the system. He attacked the 
Tory plan! as a “nightmare vision" for a 
fifth term, which could lead to closures 
of stations in the outer London suburbs. 

The letked Cabinet memo to the Prime 
Minister Sir George said: “The Un- 
derground will be a unique and very dif- 
ficult privatisation to sell to the public" . 

Although the details of the sell-off have 
yet to be finalised. Downing Street favours 
a model which \rould see a single body reg- ! 
ulating levels of service and fees and then 
franchise groups of lines. Another scheme, 
which would have' floated London Un- 
derground on the stock market and giv- 
en shares to commuters, was quickly 
shelved after criticisms that it would have 
created a “private. monopoly". 

The Cabinet committee meeting yes- 
terday approved the final draft of the lory 
manifesto, including more parental choice 
in schools, an expansion of Workstart in 
which these on the dole will have to work 
for their benefits; and a switch to more 
self-provision in welfare through insur- 
ance. Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, will 
today return to.the attack on Labour over 
tax with alleged new Treasury calculations, 
which he claims will mean -higher taxes 
under a Labour government, a charge 
Labour denies. 

Comment: Donald Macmtyre, page 15 


Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings 
when your money can grow 
entirely tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 
Call ns now to secure your 
PEP and your tax savings before the 
tax year ends on April 5th. 
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Bridge water ethics 
The chief constable of the po- 
lice force whose officers fabri- 
cated evidence in the Bridge- 
water case said that, &l thattime, 
ethics were not considered im- 
portant. Page* 


Starvation warning 

Dementia sufferers are being 
left to starve in NHS hospitals 
and care homes by staff who do 
not understand their condition, 
the Alzheimer’s Disease Soci- 
ety has warned. Page 7 


Business & CHy . . .16-20 Obituaries 12 


Comment 13-15 

Crossword -24 

Foreign News 9-11 

Gazette 12 

Home News 2-8 


Shares 19 

Sport 21-24 

THE TABLOID 

Arts Reviews 11 

Phil Hammond MD ... .3 


tersl3 ; Features ...6,7 

. . .12 Games .14 

...19 Health ..8,9 

21-24 Listings .12,13 

Radio. & TV ......15,16 

...11 Visual Arts .4,5 9 "770951 "946429 

. . . .3 Weather 14 


i til. net, oy tnc Ftrscrv.I 
:iy mcc.-v.e from them 
■t ^ money 

-f-.i? value ot thrr t.vx 
yovr JCCUrif y. a i| 
cm ly monitored. 


rt I..: 













.1,, 


iv nKPESDENT 

TTrEOTlAY 9*. FF.BRUA m 199 ' * - — “ 


news 



Havoc threat to the South 
from worst storm m years 

Southern Britain was bracing itself forihe wool storms for seven yean as 
darkness fell last night Weather forecasters warned of damage from 
severe storms raring in from the Atlantic bringing 90mpti winds. Tidal 
warnings for the south-west coasts were issued by tbelLyiroimieal 
Agency. “Amber" warnings Of waves crashing ewer sea waBsand beaches 
were issued for north Cornwall, nortfi Erevan and Chesfl in MU th 

Dorset v : 

The Meteorological Office said Bs%^n wasgoing through the most 
sustained period of strong winds smcdanuaiy and February 1990. It 
predicted driving rain and winds of oafylOmph less than the hurricane 
force tfinds of 1987 in some areas. Most of southern Britain asfer north 
as Bristol was due to be hit by the sttijns, according to aMet Office 
spokesman. Andy Yeatman. “ffs aiways difficult to say howmuefa 
will be done but buil d i ng damage might not be quite as bad as in 1990,” 
said Mr Yeatman: Matthew Brace 

Mrs Howard denies jail comment 

The wife of Home Secretary Michael Howard yesterday instructed her 
lawyer to write to Granada TV, two newspapers, publisher Penguin, and 
former the Prison Service chief Derek Lewis, denying claims that she had 
urged her husband to cut the nutritional content of food served to 
Britain's prisoners. Granada TVs Wodd in Action, screened last night, 
contained an interview with Mr Lewis in which he marfr the allegations 
about Sandra Howard, the model Sandra Paul John Turnbull, of 
LinJdaters & Paines, said' “She never said or suggested that any or 
proposed nutritional standards at Her Majesty’s Prisons were too 
generous. Mr Lewis has told World in Action that he was taken aside by 
Mr Howard’s political adviser, David Cameron, in 1994 and told that Mrs 
Howard believed that “the prison code's requirements to provide a 
balanced and nutritious diet was somehow too generous for prisoners”. 

Mr Lewis was sacked by Mr Howard in 1995 after the escape of inmates 
from Parkhurst. 

Secret reburial for Moors victim 

The body of Moors murder 
victim Lesley Arm Downey has 
been exhumed and reburied 
after a series of attacks on her 
grave, her mother revealed 
yesterday. Ann West, 67, asked 
for special permission to move 
her daughter from the 
Southern Cemetery in 
Manchester last year after 
vandals struck for a third time. 
Graffiti calling for (dlier Myra 
Hindley to be freed from jail 
was daubed on the marble 
headstone in August on what 
would have been Lesley Ann's 
birthday. Lesley Ann was 
reburied in a private ceremony in a new, secret grave. 

Hunt for student’s killer goes cold 

Detectives hunting the killer of A-level student Nicola Dixon have carried 
out DN A tests on 20 men from the Sutton Coldfield area but have failed 
to find a match for the profile obtained from substances left at the 
murder scene. Police are anxious to speak to a man seen running down 
Trinity Hill at around 10-25 pm on the night of the murder who was 
wearing a purple tracksuit with a stripe down the side, and is described as 
white, aged 19-25 .They also want to speak to the driver of a Ford Fiesta 
car seen in the area, described as white, aged 20-25, with short fair hair 

Thais suspect man killed himself 

A British man whose body was found tied to a pier in Thailand may have 
committed suicide, it emerged yesterday. Geoffrey Chapman, 54, was' v" 
found strapped to a pole on a pier at Sri Racha beach, 95 miles southeast - 
of Bangkok, at low tide on Sunday. It was initially thought that Mr^ 
Chapman, who was originally from Scarborough, North Yorkshire, couId 
have been murdered. But Thai police said today there were no signs of a 
struggle, although Mr Chapman is thought to lave been weighed down by 
a rock tied around his legs. . 

Waste scheme goes down drain 

One of Britain's biggest plastics recycling schemes is folding at the end of 
this week with the organisers blaming the Government. The scheme 
recovered more than 8,000 tonnes of used polythene film from Britain’s 
farms over two years. But the 18 rival manufacturing companies who 
joined to run it are hairing collections and farmers will have to go back to 
treating polythene as waste. The 18 lost business to two other firms who 
refused to join the scheme and were able to sell their polythene cheaper. 
The Government is blamed for not bringing in regulations to penalise 
“ fr ee riders” who undermine recycling schemes. Nicholas Schoon 

Bloody Sunday review delayed 

The discovery of possible new evidence about the Bloody Sunday killings 
led to the withdrawal yesterday of a court action for judicial review. A 
request to take the case out of the Belfast High Court list for tomorrow 
was made by lawyers for a sister of one of the victims. No reason was 
given in court but afterwards solicitor Angela Ritchie said information 
had been received “which may ultimately result in receipt by us of 
important new evidence”. It was understood that she was referring to two 
recent television programmes which appeared to confirm claims that 
soldiers, other than paratroopers, were shooting from Londonderry walls 
when 14 people were killed on January 30 1972. 

Four jailed for drugs smuggling plot 

Four men, including one described by the judge as a “bent copper”, were 
jailed for a total of 41 years for a £2m drugs smuggling plot. The four 
appearing at Canterbury Crown Court were Kenneth Harris, 43, of 
Welling; David Ng, 37, of Winchester Road, London; John Illingworth, 

39. of Greenwich, and serving Metropolitan policeman Ronald Palumbo, 
31, of Chiagford. Essex. Harris was jailed for 12 years, Ng and Palumbo 
for 10 and Illingworth for nine years. The court heard cannabis with a 
street value of more than £15m was found concealed in a trailer of a lorry 
owned by Harris. The lorry was stopped at Dover in November 1995. 

Mother threw her baby off bridge 

A schizophrenic woman who killed her 16-week-old son by throwing him 
off a river bridge was ordered to be detained in hospital indefinitely. I Jsa 
Whavman, 33, of Wodingwortfi, Suffolk, threw baby Daniel off the 
Orwell Bridge near Ipswich in August last year, Norwich Crown Court 
was told. Whayman denied murder but admitted manslaughter. Her plea 
was accepted by the prosecution. The judge ordered that she be detained 
at a psychiatric hospital until mental health authorities deemed her fit to 
resume a normal life. 
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Lairy Rynt, playing a judge in the award-winning film about his Hfe 


as 


Jb ffim about the life of Larry Flynt, the notorious 
■--£\ US publisher, won the Berfin Him Festival's top 
j^maemrd - the Golden Bear - yesfprday^ edging 
Taside The English Patient. The tvvo are^ixpectedto be 
competfriflior the top honours in the Oscars. 

The People v Larry Flynt, made byjMBos Forman, 

tiie Oscar-wInningcfirectorafAmadeusa^ One Ftew 

Over the Cuckoo's Nest, depicts the tuntuHuoiis ca- 
reer at Flynt, a school drop-out who ran strip dubs in 
Ottio before launching his successful pom magazine. 
Hustler m 1973. . 

i — .WHfc.a cameo appearance- by Flynt himself (trank 
• pfayfrtg'a member of tfm fe^ estal^lumint with 


l masdbeboiitrayersy tathe’US-and elsewhere, notably 
over the promotional posters. These show Wbody Har- 
reison, who plays Flynt, wearing a stars-and-stripes 
loincloth, with his arms outstretched as .If crucified, su- 
perimposed on the groin of a bikini-clad woman. 

‘ Yesterday Forman ordered the removal of the 
posters m France, where fliey had prompted the 
Catholic Church to bring a lawsuit Magali Thome, a 
lawyer for Columbia Pictures, told the French court of 
appeatethattheposterewoiMbe removed "in the spir- 
it of appeasement and to cut short" any efforts by op- 
ponents to profit from the controversy. 

The president of the Conference of Bfehops of Fiance, 
Monsignor Louis-Marie Bffle, said it was unacceptable 
to compare Christ’s crucifixion with the ordeal of “a 
po mograph er” , referring to Rynt The poster had al- 
ready been rejected by the Motion Picture Assada- 


Tunnel visionary 
to give lift to 
Manchester 
runway protest 

The environmental activist 
Swampy (right) is to lend his tun- 
nel-digging expertise to protesters 
against the planned second run- 
way at Manchester Airport 
The 23-year-okJ, whose real 
name is Daniel Needs, made 
headlines last month when he 
spent seven days underground 
holding up work ori the A30 road 
near Hon ton, Devon. 

Protesters at Manchester Airport 
claim to have already dug be- 
tween three and four tunnels in 
woodland at the end of the exist- 
ing runway, two of which have ac- 
tivists sleeping in thdm. They hope 
to delay and even prevent the pro- 
posed £172m second runway, al- 
though details of the fortified 
tunnels already built are being 
kept secret for tactical reasons. 

Melanie, 27, a demonstrator 
from Manchester, said; "We have 
heard Swampy is on his way. We 
are looking forward to his support 
Obviously he has experience 
which can help us and ftwlll help 
with the publicity, because he is 
already so famous.” 

About 40 people are taking part 
in the protest, which (s continuing 
despite warnings by police that 
methane in the ground is putting 
the demonstrators' lives at risk. A 
spokesman for Manchester Airport 
declined to comment 
Meanwhile, the former Beirut 
hostage Teny Waite gave the anti- 


runway protesters a boost by of- 
fering his support for their cause. 

Mr Waite, who was bom in near- 
by Styal, visited the demonstra- 
tors' camp and signed a green- 
skies document protesting about 
the environmental impact of the 
air-transport industry. 

But Mr Waite refused to back il- 
legal tactics adopted by some en- 
vironmental protesters. "These 
people are taking direct action 
and have the support of some 
very respectable groups and asso- 
ciations,” he said. 

"I myself would not break the 
law. ( would not do that That is 
down to the individual con- 
science.” Mr Waite gave evidence 
at the 101 -day public inquiry 18 
months ago opposing the runway 
but the inspector ruled against the 
protesters. 


tion of America, and In Australia and Switzerland the 
Cattiofic Church bonded fi offensive and sacrilegious. 

However, despite missing out on the top honow at 
- Berfin, The English Patient did not go unrewarded. Juli- 
et Eftnoche was named best actress for her rote In the 
■film, whksh won 12 Oscar nominations. Best actor went 
to Leonardo <fi Caprio.for his leading role in Romeo 
andduGet and theSftver Bear was awarded to the Tai- 
wanese film He Liu, which means the rivet 

(The 12 Oscar norrrfnations for The English Patient 
have boosted. US sales of Michael Ondaatje's Book- 
-erJhiza-wi^^ it is based by 400 per 

cent The American eefition has now sold 600,000 copies 
'and" the©rifish operifng.bf the film on 14 March wifi 
coincide w ith a t ro ncerted rampaign to market tie-in 
editions of the book by Macmillan, the parent com- 
pany of Ondaatje’s publisher, Picador. 

Canny pubfishers have always profited from tie-in 
editions of books adapted for film and TV. The recent 
spate of Jarre Austen dramatisations spawned new pa- 
perback versions of the novets with costumed stars 
on their covers. Penguin, wtth its vast back! 1st, usu- 
ally does best with "classic^ adaptations. Jane Cam- 
pion’s new ffim of Henry James’s The Portrait of a Lady 
has inspired a Penguin reprint complete with 8 pages 
of colour photos of its stars, tnctuding Nicote Kidman, 
John MaJkovich and Richard E Grant And Oxford ro- 
of a stfijfromhfefilm on its paperback edition tAHam- 
te t He requested no fee, but he did ask tor a pom- •’ 
ptete set of Oxford's World's Classics. Boyd Tonkin 


MP presses for 
remembrance at 
slave wreck site 

The Labour MP Bemie Graft 
yesterday said that he would visit 
the excavation site on the Devon 
coast which contains the mass 
grave of shipwrecked slaves. 

As marry as 60 people are 
thought to have perished whan 
the treasure ship London went 
down near Rappares Cove, 
Ilfracombe, nearly 200 years ago. 

Skull bones, confirmed as 
being of African descent, and now 
the top half of a skeleton, have 
been uncovered during the last 
three weeks by storms and the 
work of local archaeologists. 

A spokeswoman for Mr Grant 
said he was deeply upset by the 
discovery and would be visiting 
the area on Sunday to pay his 
respects. 

“He is trying to ensure the 
grave be treated with all due 
reverence, and has spoken to the 
director of the Ilfracombe 
museum, who shares the same 
view,” she said. The site is part 
of a renaissance of black history 
and will be of interest to a large 
number of people. It will become 
a place of remembrance.” 

She added the site is as 
important to the young Wack 
community as the Tower of London, 
for example, is for white people. 

it is believed the area could 
also hold the African Reparation 
Movement's annual ceremony, 
which Mr Grant founded, to 
commemorate those who have 
died during slavery. 



business 

More directors disqualified 
since accounting reform 

. -- . i i ... ,4 1'cmm lifted front running 


companies for a the disqualifies!..* figures. 

State insolvency accountants to idenufy and report 
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trader, Nick Lceson. - 

HEALTH 

0ver-50s are couch potatoes 

The North Vtet has the biggest Dumber of 
JSSt over 50, while peojStete East Anglia at* 0* 

England, according to new research from toe Health Education 

Al S?jt5dy of 4^00 people between 50 and 74 found that 
nationally; more than seven out of 10 men and djto* out of 
_____ ____ cn aid not take part in sufficient activity to benetn 
their health. Instead, they turned on toe TV with women iwatchiag 
an average of 21 hours and men an average of 19 hours of 

^C^ti^haTs^ltched off the TV a . 

(aged 70-74) did not have enough strength m * 

of adurir without using their arms. And over a third of women 
and nearly one in 10 men aged 50-74 were unable 
minnte-a-mile pace. Glenda Cooper 
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LOTTERY 

Grants criticised as too high-brow 

Local communities feel left out by National Lottery funding and 
think high-brow arts projects are getting too large a share of the 
pot, according to a survey published today. Ttoo in three people 
believe too much money goes towards projects which only benefit 
wealthy art lovers. 

The NOP study also revealed a belief that funding is biased 
towards cities rather than rural areas, and that people from the 
north think too much money is spent in the south. 

Eighty-four per cent believe charity should begin nearer to home 
and more lottery cash should find its way into local community 
projects. And more than three quarters think they should have 
more say in where the money goes. 

TWo-thirds of people, questioned in the survey for the 
Somerfield supermarket chain, expressed disapproval over the 
Royal Opera House receiving lottery money. 

While 85 percent felt raising money for charities through the 
lottery was a good thing, 70 per cent were baffled by the criteria 
used to Select recipients, and a similar majority wanted a greater 
say in which organisations received money. 

MEDIA 

Friends top TV ratings for teens 

Friends, the cult US sitcom series, is the most popular programme 
among 13- to 16-year-olds, with 57 per cent voting it among their 
favourite shows. Eestenders, X-FUes, Home and Away and Neighbours 
are also big hits with this teenage group. These are among the 
latest findings by Media 200ft, a research project which tracks the 
• anging tastes and attitudes of London schoolchildren. 

TWo- thuds of the sample said they would like to see more musk 
and comedy on TV. The same high proportion have a TV in their 
bedroom. The favourite advertisement among these young 
teenagers -who watch nearly hour and a half hours of TV everv 
daft on average - is the controversial Blackcurrant Tango 
conunerO 'i Media 2060 was devised and conducted by Andy 
Hearnsbaw and Nige) of BBJ Media Services and is analysed by 
Carat Research. Rob Brown 

EDUCATION — _ 

GCSE retakes are often wasted 

The vast majority of school-leavers who turn to further education 
colleges to retake GCSEs still foil to achieve even four exam passes 
on their second attempt, new figures reveal. A report on GCSE 
courses in sixth form and general FE colleges suggests that for 
many students, resits do no more than reinforce a sense of failure 
and decrease motivation. 

The study, by the colleges’ inspection bodv. uncovers a hieh 
drop-out rate on retake courses, as well as poor results and low 
attendance. In 1994-5, the latest year for which figures are 
avadable. fewer than one m ten 16-19-year-old students auemntinu 
five GCSE retakes passed them all. and more .tana «ih Sd 
none a. 1 3UL 

Hie inspectors say tatang general vocational qualifications 

SSSSSSSST^ GSCEs w ho,J ll “ £ <* 

Lucy ward 


NEWSPAPERS ~ 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41 2% o 
the iaw material for UK newsoaoe 
in the first half of 1996 


FROM THE OVERTURE TO THE ENCORE 


sounding the 


C e N t u R V 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY, RADIO 3 IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF GREAT MUSIC. 
HIGHLIGHTING THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VrTALTTY AND RANGE OF THE 2OTH CENTURY "SOUNDING THE CENTURY- 
CONTINUES WITH MICHAEL T1LSON THOMAS CONDUCTING DEBUSSY! THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27TH AT 7.30PM 
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Research casts 

: i 

doubt on cot 
death theory 



Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Antimony, the substance which 
has been "blamed for causing cot 
deaths, has been found to be so 
cominon it can be measured in 
house dust. 

The findings call into ques- 
tion the theory which caused 
near panic among parents when 
it was publicised on the ITV 
programme The Cook Report in 

Antimony is used asa fire re- 
. tardant in mattresses, and the 
research scientist Barry 
Richardson claims that the 
combination ofa fungus in mat- 
tresses and urine and perspira- 
tion from the baby can combine 
with antimony to form a lethal 
gas. After the programme, 
Boots and other retailers with- 
drew mattresses from sale and 


thousands of parents contacted 
a phoneline. 

Crucial to Mr Richardson's 
theory was the idea that anti- 
mony is found in mattresses but 
rarely encountered anywhere 
else. 

But Mike Thompson, read- 
er in analytic chemistry at Bir- 
beck College, University of 
London said antimony found in - 
babies does not necessarily 
come from mattresses. 

He added that he was “very 
surprised'’ at the the levels of 
antimony be discovered. When 
dust samples were taken from 
100 homes at random around 
Britain, antimony was found in 
bousedust at between 10 and 20. 
parts per milli on*, compared' 
with rocks and soil where it is 
found in 0.5 parts per milli on. 

Joyce Epstein, general sec- 
retary of the Foundation for the 


GPs report more 
meningitis cases 


Recent meningitis scares have 
led to an increase of almost a 
fifth in the number of acute 
: meningitis cases notified for 
England and Wales, writes 
Glenda Cooper. 

But this has not translated 
, into cases confirmed in the lab- 
! oratory, die Public Health Lab- 
oratory Service said yesterday, 
putting the increase down to 
greater awareness among doc- 
tors of the dangers of the dis- 
easer - 

Acute notified cases reached 
2,700 in 1996 compared with 
2300 in 1995 - an increase of 
around 17 per cent. 

The National Meningitis 
Trust said it was disappointed 
with the “moderate increase" 
particularly as the number of 
notified cases had been below 
2,000 in 1994. 

“Much of the decrease in cas- 
es bfffceen 1992aod 1994 was 
due to the success of the Hib 
vaccine for the .under-fours 
which was introduced in 1992." 
said Ray Thompson of the trust. 


“The effects of this have now 
worked through the figures - all 
of which serves to illustrate 
the vital importance of vaccine 
development. 

“The mist has always given 
priority to the search for vac- 
cines in its funding policy' and 
continues to rely on the gen- 
erosity of the public, and in- 
creasingly industry and 
commerce, to keep its selected 
research projects up to speed.” 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Public Health Laboratoiy Ser- 
vice said that the increase in cas- 
es could actually be a good sign 
because it meant that doctors 
were becoming more aware of 
the symptoms of meningitis. 

Meningitis is a “notifiable 7 ’ 
diseases whereby doctors have 
a statutory duty to alert the lo- 
cal authority when cases occur. 

The number of cases con- 
firmed. by the laboratory, be- 
tween 1 July 1995 and 4 
February 1996 was 998 btjt this 
dropped to 953 between 1 July 
1996 and 4 February 1997. 


Study of Infant Deaths, which 
funded the research, said yes- 
terday; “Richardson claims the 
only way babies can absorb an- 
timony is through mattresses. 
We have found that antimony 
is everywhere around you, in or- 
dinary household dust as well as 
lots of other places. The corol- 
lary of that is there is no evi- 
dence, first, that antimony 
causes cot deaths or, second, 
that there is a problem with 
mattresses _. even zf antimony 
was a problem, you cannot fin- 
ger mattresses as being the 
only source 

Mr Richardson, now based in 
Guernsey said: “It is interesting 
they are doing research on an- 
timony which means they must 
think ii is significant Previous- 
ly the problem was that no-one 
would say it is relevant" 

Later this week Penguin will 
also publish a book called The 
Cot Death Cover Ujp? by the 
New Zealand forensic scientist 
Jim Sprott, which also claims 
that antimony and phosphorous 
are behind unexplained infant 
deaths. 

Cot deaths have fallen from 
912 in 1991 to the current rate 
of between 300 and 400 a year. 
The lowering of the cot death 
rate is thought to be due to the 
“Back to Sleep" campaign 
launched in December 1991. 

The campaign advised par- 
ents not to let babies sleep on 
their stomachs, not to let them 
become too hot or cold, and to 
keep them away from cigarette 
smoke. A survey in 1995 re- 
vealed that a baby whose moth- 1 
er and father smokes is five 
times more likely to be a cot 
death victim than one in a non- 
smoking home. 

■ The number of cot deaths in 
the Irish Republic shot up by 23 
per cent last year after de- 
creasing by 70 per cent in a pre- 
vious five-year period, 
according to new figures. 

The rise in fatalities has still 
to be folly analysed, bat Tom 
Matthews, professor of paedi- 
atrics at University College, 
Dublin said the deaths were be- 
ing associated with one or both 
parents smoking and with sodal 
deprivation • 
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The Spice Girls: Nominated for the Best Group award 


. Photograph: F¥V 


The success of .the Brits cere- 
mony, the bluest annual music 
awards, last ngjbt rested on the 
fag-talking comedian Ben Hiton 
to keep the audience amused at 
Earl’s Court in west London. - 

Choosing the host has been 
fraught with (fifficully ever since 
a notorious performance of 
fluffed lines by Mick Fleet- 
wood and Samantha Fas. The 
Fleetwood Mac drummer Mick 
- sn-and-a-half foot tall - and the 
diminutive model and pop 
singer could hardly fit in -the 
same close-up, let alone man- 
age a seamless witty presenta- 
tion. That year -1989 -marked 
a low point for the show, which 
became a laughing stock. 

The past two years have seen 
frenetic former Radio 1 disc 
jockey Chris Evans doing the 
honours, with rather more pro- 
fessionalism than most of his 
predecessors. But after last 
year’s sensational stage invasion 
by pop star Jarvis Cocker, Evans 
announced that he would not 
host the Brits again. 

So, this year it is Ben Elton’s 
turn. The former Saturday Night 
lire compere has matured into 
a successful novelet and behind- 
the-scenes scriptwriter of The 
Thin Blue Line. He is now 37 
and almost respectable. He has 


attacked Hollywood’s culture of 
violence m his latest book Pop- 
corn. But he is still just dan- 
gerous enough to bold the 
respect of the pop audience. 

And since the ceremony was 
not shown Use, Brit producers 
knew that they could edit any 
dubious gags before today's 
television screening. 

The Bee Gees were named 
winners of the Outstanding 
Contribution to the British Mu- 
sic Industry award ahead of the 
ceremony, but among the nom- 
inations were George Michael. 
Mark Morrison, Simply Red, 
Sting, and Tricky as best male 
sold artist. Contenders for host 
female solo artist were Dina 
Carroll, Gabrielle. Donna 
Lewis, Louise, Eddi Reader, 
and for best group. KuJa Shak- 
er, Lightning Seeds. Manic 
Street Preachers. Spice Girls. 

Best album nominees: K by 
Kula Shaker, Ocean Drive by 
lighthouse Family, Everythin? 
Must Go by Manic Street 
Preachers. Older by George 
Michael, and Moseley Shoals by 
Ocean Colour Scene. Oasis 
won this category last year with 
(What's The Story) Morning 
Glory? This year The Manics' 
have triumphed in every other 
poll, and should do here, too. 


Billie-Jo’s foster father 
questioned over her death 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime 1 Correspondent 

TheToster father of Billie-Jo 
Jenkins, the 13-year-old girl 
who was found beaten to death 
at her borne 11 days ago, was be- 
ing questioned last night in 
connection with her killing. 

Sion Jenkins, 39, a deputy 
headmaster, was arrested ear- 
ly in the morning by police in 
Hastings, East Sussex. 

Billie-Jo died after being bat- 
tere&over the head with a 18in 
metal tent spike as she painted 
the p^tio doors in the back gar- 
den of her home in Hastings. 

Mr Jenkins and his wife. 
LoiSj held a press conference 
shortly after the killing on 15 
February at which they said that 
their 10-year-old daughter was 
the first to discover the body of 
Billie-Jo. Mr Jenkins had re- 
turned home with two of his 
four natural daughters from a 
music lesson after leaving Bil- 
lie-Jo alone for 40 minutes, 
the conference was told. 




easy about prowlers. On one oc- 
casion I was looking out of the 
back window and 1 thought I 
saw movement I switched on 
the outside security light and. got 
a fleeting glimpse of somebody 
moving about Another time I 
saw somebody in the park star- 
ing at the house." 

Mrs Jenkins, 35, a sodal ser- 
vices project manager in east 
London, said: “We had derid- 
ed to move house because of the 
problems in the area.” 

The couple did not contact 
the police about the recent 
prowlers and telephone calls. 

Mr Jenkins was being ques- 


Left, Sion Jenkins, 39, legal guardian of Bilfie-Jo, 13 


Mr and Mrs Jenkins, who last 
December assumed .legal 
guardianship of Billie-Jo- after 
fostering her for four years, said 
that they were devastated at the 
loss of Lheir daughter. 

The couple said they had 
been plagued by prowlers and 


n uisan ce telephone calls and had 
felt a “sense of unease” since 
January. Mr Jenkins said: “We 
moved to the house because of 
the park and because of the chfl- 
dren. But January has been a 
very strange and uneasy month. 

“As a family, we have felt un- 


in to secure psychiatric care. 


ing with inquiries.' 


Duke joins farces with ‘Viz’ founder 
to recreate the golden age of steam 
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Davjd Garffnkel 

One of the strangest alliances 

: in railway history occurred yes- 

. terday as Chris Donald, creator 
of the anarchic adult comic 

• Viz, joined forces with the Duke 
of Northumberland in an at- 
tempt to recreate the gplden age 

• of steam train travel. 

Mr Donald, who is responsi- 
ble for bringing the likes of John- 
ny Fart pants and the Fat Slags 
to Britain's news-stands, ful- 
filled a life-long ambition when 
be unveiled the £5m dream for 
a three-mile “castle- to-coast" 
servipe from Alnwick to Aln- 
nxmjh. It is hoped the Ain W- 
ley- ■railway will run trains 
throughout the summer, and the 
trust hacking the project believes 
it would generate £lim a year 

: Jor.%e local economy. 

[ Mr Donald, a railway fanat- 
ic ymo a dmi tted that if he won 
iheJottery he would buy ha own 


steam line, has already con- 
tributed to the launch by 
donating an eogine worth 
£15,000. He already owns three 
former train station* aqd lives 


in a converted one in Akeld, 
Northumberland. He said: “I 
am a buff, but I a have always 
been particularly interested in 
preserving the lines around 



Chris Donald with a steam entries Photograph: Stuart Qjtterside 


Northumberland. At first 1 was 
very cynical, but when the idea 
was explained to me it seemed 
fairly sensible. As the father of 
two young children who read 
Thomas the Thnk Engme books 
1 am always being pestered to 
take them for a ride on a steam 
train. It’s every trainspotter’s' 
d ream to open up an old branch 
line and run a steam line." 

And on the question of 
whether this venture would re- 
sult in a new Viz hero, he said 
there was always a chance: 
“The characters in the comic 
tend to be people you meet, and 
I have met a myriad of dis- 
gusting transporters, which all 
helps with source material.” 

More than 100 corporate 
heads and business leaders were 
invited to Alnwick Castle to see 
the plans for themselves as the 
trust courts would-be financial 
backers. The duke himself has 
accepted the role of president. 
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Nursery 
schools 
plea for 
£50m 


Lucy Ward 

Educatipn Correspondent 


An extra £50m investment in 
nursery education is needed 
next year to give a!) children the 
chance of high-quality pre- 
schooling, campaigners said 
yesterday. 

The Pre-School Learning Al- 
liance said the money would en- 
sure wider access to nursery 
schools, including free places for 
27,000 three-year-olds from 
poorer homes. 

It would also pay for 250 new 
nursery schools, more training 
for staff and courses for 15,000 
parents in child development 
and parenting. 

The PLA set out its demands 
as part of a 10-point manifesto 
for improving nursery education 
directed at the government tak- 
ing power after the general 
election. Though the organisa- 
tion insisted it was not at- 
tempting to influence parents' 
voting intentions, it renewed its 
attack on the effects of nursery 
vouchers, due to be introduced 
nationally on 1 April. 

Campaigners claim vouchers, 
which have been piloted in four 
local authority areas for the past 
year, will cause the closure of 
up to 800 playgroups around the 
country as schools rush to bring 
four-year-olds into reception 
classes. 

The PLA claims rural areas 
including Devon, Sussex and 
Worcestershire will be worst hit, 
as numbers of under-fives will 
be too low to support a range 
of pre-school provision. It says 
thousands of three-year-olds, 
who are not eligible for vouch- 
ers, will be left with no chance 
of a pre-school place if volun- 
tary-sector playgroups close. 

In its “10 steps" for nursery 
education, the PLA calls on the 
Government to intervene, using 
legislation if necessary, to stop 
primary schools “putting undue 
pressure on parents” to send 
four-year-olds to reception 
classes. 

Though ministers have asked 
schools not to do so, the free 
market thinking behind vouch- 
ers means they are unlikely to 
impose any regulation. 

Labour has pledged to abol- 
ish the voucher scheme if elect- 
ed, but will honour vouchers 
already issued. 



Family and friends watch as the body of IRA victim, Lance Bombardier Stephen Restorfck, is carried into Peterborough Crematorium yesterday 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


IRA gun 
victim 
buried on 
WriMay 

The KA munta of a ytnim; sol- 
dier should act as a "eaialvst ic 
restart the peace process , =« 
funeral was told yesterday . 

Lance Bombardier Stephen 
Restorfck, of the 3rd Regiment 
Royal Horse Artillery , who was 
shot dead by’ a sniper at an 
Army checkpoint in South 
Armagh, we buried on the 
day of his 24th birthday . 

The service, at Pete thorough 
Crematorium. Cambridgeshire, 
was attended by the local M* 
and Conservative Party chair- 
man, Brian Mawhinney, and the 
Irish Ambassador to London. 
Edward Barrington. 

Two Ulster Unionist coun- 
cillors and more than 200 mem- 
bers of his family, friends and 
co&agues were also there to hid 
farewell to the young soldier. 
Well-wishers outside listened 
on loudspeakers as a Humanist 
minister, John Pearce. said his 
death had touched the hearts of 
many people in all parts of the 
British Isles. “We have to hope 
that ids death wiD be a catalyst 
to restart the peace process 
and bring both skies together to 
talk/ 1 Mr Pearce said. 

The soldier, whose family live 
in Peterborough, died on 12 
February, during his second tour 
of duty in Northern Ireland, bran 
a single shot which narrowly 
missed his bulletproof vest. 

Marjorie Mowlam, page 15 


Police chief admits faults of Seventies 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The chief constable of the 
police force whose officers are 
accused of fabricating a con- 
fession in the Bridgewater case 
admitted yesterday that at the 
time of the investigation ethics 
were not considered 
important. 

Edward Crew, Chief Con- 
stable of the West Midlands 
Police, said: “Back in the Sev- 
enties. we would arrest some- 
body, we would interrogate 
them and then we might both- 
er to look for other evidence if 
they didn’t admit it." 

Michael Hickey, Vincent 


Hickey and James Robinson 
were released on bail on Friday 
pending a full appeal hearing, 
after the High Court heard 
that the West Midlands force 
had used a forged confession to 
secure evidence, which led to 
the conviction of the Bridge- 
water Four. 

The three men served 18 
years for the murder of news- 
paper boy Carl Bridgewater. 
A fourth man, Patrick Molloy, 
who was also jailed, died m 
custody in 1981. 

The Chief Constable's com- 
ments have angered the 
Bridgewater campaigners who 
. have accused him of trying to 
justify past wrongdoing. 


Mr Crew, who at the time of 
the Bridgewater case was serv- 
ing as an officer in the Metro- 
politan Force, said that as an 
officer working in ' the late 
Seventies he could not recall 
“words like ethics and ethical 
behaviour” being used in the 
police. 

“They weren't actually im- 
portant to us. 

“We can’t go on like that, and 
quite simply we have moved 
away from that, from those 
sons of ways of doing business. 

“I have" to say that if the 
•penally- we- pay * that guilty 
people walk away and dont 
get convicted, and 1 suspect 
there are many of those, that 


S 


is a {nice worth paying. “There 
are never any circumstances, 
and I have never believed there 
have been, in which one can jus- 
tify locking up an innocent per- 
son." 

He was asked in an interview 
if interrogations in the Seven- 
ties could ever get “rough”. He 
replied: “Of course they could.” 

But he added: “Even in those 
days there was never, ever, an 
expectation that police officers 
would break the law - the 
substantial change has come 
about in the culture in which we 
worit” * 

Since the Bridgewater case 
there have been important 
changes in the law. such as the 


Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act (Pace). This insists that 
interrogated suspects be al- 
lowed a solicitor and the record- 
ing of police interviews, and on 
the creation of an independent 
Crown Prosecution Service. 

The Chief Constable said if 
any of his officers had commit- 
ted a criminal offence Airing the 
Carl Bridgewater case they 
would be brought before the 
courts. Merseyside police are 
investigating the case and a re- 
port is likely to go to the CPS. 

Ann Whelan, the mother of 
Michael Hickey, said yesterday 
that despite the Chief Consta- 
ble’s assurances of a full inves- 
tigation she st£D feared that they 


would try to ignore evidence of 
police corruption as it had hap- 
pened so long ago. 

“They still have to put things 
right. They can't say just because 
there weren’t any safeguards 
then, 'We can ignore iL' 

“What they are saying is, 
'Well until the safeguards came 
in we could do as we like*". 

West Midlands press office 
yesterday said that Mr Crew's 
comments had been taken out 
of context 

The solicitors for retired 
Detective Constable Graham 
Leake, whom the High Court 
was told by defence QC had 
almost certainly written a false 
confession in the Bridgewater 


case, and other unnamed offi- 
cers, yesterday issued a state- 
ment denying “any improper 
practice". The former detective, 
the statement said, had been 
subjected to a campaign of ha- 
rassment and vilification. It 
continued: “It is not uncommon 
for alleged ‘miscarriages of jus- 
tice’ to engender severe criticism 
of the conduct of police officers 
during which allegations are 
treated as proven facts, but 
when charges are later brought 
it is found that these widely re- 
ported allegations are not sup- 
ported by evidence." 

The other officer involved. 
Detective Constable John 
Perldns. has since died. 



Video use may be increased 


The police are considering ex- 
panding the use of video record- 
ings of interviews with suspects 
which can later be presented in 
court, writes Jason Bennetto. 

Video taping of cases in- 
volving serious crimes may be- 
come routine under the 


Gross P.A. 


If you like 
the look of this 
number 


call this one 


Home Office working party. 

The move is aimed at pre- 
venting police using violence or 
mtimidatkm to obtain confes- 
sions, such as in the Bridgewa- 
ter case where three men were 
released from prison, after serv- 

not commit. Police chiefs believe 
h will also help counter fake al- 
legations against officers. 

Four police forces in England 


and Wales - Kent, the Metro- 
politan Police, West Mercia 
and the West Midlands - and 
forces in Scotland, have carried 
out a number of pilot projects 
using videos. Cameras have 
also been fitted in some police 
stations and prisoner trans- 
porter vans in London. 

AD police interviews are tape 
recorded at the moment, but 
suspects sometimes claim that 
officers were silently malting 
threatening gestures. 

David Maclean, a Home Of- 
fice minister, commenting on 
the use of video recordings, said: 
“It's not done routinely .. . we’ve 
got to look in England at how 
it oould be used in court in prop- 
er cases." Hie police haveDeen 


running technical studies into 
the idea for the last 18 months, 
Mr Madean told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme. Pilot 
schemes involving the Crown 
Prosecution Service and the 
Lord Chancellor's Department 
are now expected to go ahead 
in seven or eight areas. 

"Tt could be the case in future 
that we want to video record all 
interviews, just the same as they 
do a tape recording now i” he said. 
A suspect could object to the 
video being shown, but the judge 
would make the fatal decision. 

Nigel Pascoei QC, chanrnan of 
the -Bar Council's public affairs 
committee, who has used a video 
in one} trial, welcomed the de- 
velopment as a “safeguard for a 


defendant in custody". Howev- 
er, he warned it would be 
expensive to introduce video 
taping nationwide. David 
Phillips, secretary of the Asso- 
ciation of Chief Police Officer’s 
crime committee and the Chief 
Constable of Kent, added: “We 
believe video recording would 
[give] courts the chance to see 
not just what was said, but the 
way in which it was said, or si- 
lence exercised." 

But Jim Nichol, solicitor for 
the Bridgewater Three, op- 
posed the move, saying it could 
lead to experienced police of- 
ficers using suspects' body lan- 
guage to implicate them. 

Andreas Whittam S mith, 
page 15 
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Teenager ‘first 
link’ in Betts 
ecstasy chain 
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Running your account is easy. You can contact us 24 hours a day, 
by phone, fax or by post, to request withdrawals or information about 
your account And of course, your account will be handled in the 
strictest confidence at all times. 

To take advantage of our new Premier Plus account just phone us 
now on 01624 66 35 66. 
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A teenager went on trial yes- 
terday for the second time ac- 
cused of being involved in 
supplying an ecstasy pill to 
Leah Betts. 

Miss Betts died at her par- 
ents' home in Latchingdon, Es- 
sex, while celebrating her 18th 
birthday 14 months ago after 
taking a single ecstasy tablet. 

A jury at Norwich Crown ' 
Court was yesterday told that 
Steven Packman. 19, of Lam- 
don, Essex, was the first link in 
a chain of supply. 

Mr Packman denies being 
concerned with the supply of ec- 
stasy to Miss Betts and her 
friend, Sarah Cargill 

The jury was told that a pre- 
vious trial, in December, was 
abandoned alter the jury Med 
to reach any conclusion. 

Andrew Williams, for the 
prosecution, said that Miss 
Betts and Miss Cargill wanted 
ecstasy for Leah's party. He said 
they had obtained four tablets 
through a chain of friends. 

Outlining the chain of simply, 
he told the court that: Miss 
Cargill had asked a friend called 
Louise Yeriey to help obtain the 
drugs. Miss Yexley had asked 
ber boyfriend, Stephen Smith, 
19, to buy the drugs when he vis- 
ited a nightclub in Basildon, 
Essex, called Raquel’s, 

However, Mr South had not 



been approached by a dealer at 
the dob so Mr Packman then 
offered to ask a dealer and had 
returned with four ecstasy 
tablets. 

Mr Williams told the court 
that Mr Smith had already ad- 
mitted being concerned in the 
supply of ecstasy to Miss Betts 
and Miss Cargill and had been 
given a conditional discharge. 

Mr Williams told the jury that 
Packman had confessed his role 
in the supply chain to a door- 
man at Ra quel’s nightclub - 
Bemie King. 

Their conversation had been 
tapedby the News Of The World 
newspaper. 

Mr Williams also said that Mr 
Smith - Mr Packman's best 
friend - had also named Mr 
Packman as the man who 
bought the drugs. “He (Mr 
Packman) alone met the drug 
dealer who supplied this drug,” 
said Mr Williams. "He (Mr 
Packman) alone, if he so Tosh- 
es, is in a position to name that 


. But Mr Williams stressed to 
the jury that Mr Pa ckman was 
not accused of any “c riminal cul- 
pability" in Miss Betts* death. 

He said Miss Betts had tak- 
en a pure ecstasy tablet and her 
death appeared to be the result 
of a “freakish chance”. The tri- 
al continues. 


* DAILY POEM 


Anagrams are People 

By 'John Powell Ward 

anagrams are people 
a lemon rapes a grape 

every leaf to come 
a cemetery of love 

whom Nelson Mandela won 
oneman who mends all now 

o he entered dark Africa 
oh dear friend take care 

the ice-caps all melteth 
the place caOs the time 

what is this our life? 
this it for us awhile? 

zones all widen, green fails 
wells faze, lean origins end 

This poem comes from John Powell Ward's fourth collection. 
Genesis (Seren). A former editor of Poetry Wales and 
lecturer at Swansea University, he has also written critical works 
on RSjThomas and Wordsworth. Genesis costs £5.95 from 
Seren Tat First Floor, 2 Wyndham Street, Bridgend, 
Mid^GIamoigan CF31 1EF. 
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The new 120hp Saxo VTS. 
Full beam comes as standard. 



New T6 litre 16-valve engine. 0-60 mph in 7.2 seconds. Max speed 127 mph. 

The feel good factor is back. With a vengeance, 

CITROEN SAXO VTS 
THE CAR WITH INNER STRENGTHS 


For further details calf 0800 262 262. 
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Macd o na ld . 

Arts Correspondent 

An impressive example or the 
work of the artist Annibale 

Carracci, the most gifted of 

theltaSan family of painters, 
opens to the public at the 
National Gaueiy tomorrow. 

The Coronation of the 
Vagin, one of Caixaccfs most 
serene and classical paintings, 
goes on show in the P " 





Dementia sufferers are being 
left to starve in NHS bospitab 
and care homes tysi^whojcto 
not understand their condition, 

. campaigners have warned. 

The Alzheimer's Disease So- 
ciety has compiled a dossier of 
complaints too people who 
have watched patients, wasie 
away because they arc unable 
to feCdtheniselves. 

The concerns follow the 
HriffiinTJpspital reportcom- 
pfled by the national hospitals 
watchdog, the Association of 
Community Health Councils, 
and last reported by The 
fa 

■^ie 
month, 

tients were going withouifood 
in hospital. Relatives claimed 
that somepeople bad starved to 
death. 

The ADS is concerned for 
the welfare of patients with 
dementia who are' awaiting 
treatment for physical ailments 
on wards where staff are not 
used to Alzheimer's Disease. 

Harry Cayton, director of 
the society, said: “They are not 
! being looked after by specialist 
nurses but by people with po 
“** t training in dealing with 


report, out earlier this 
showed that many pa- 


hospital in ChehnsfionU 
vember. Ms Finch was warned 
by a hospital orderly that her 
annt was not being fed. She sakh 
“When lasted the nurses! was 
told variously that she could 
feed herself; tint it wasn't in the 
musing plan for her to be fed 
and that they were too busy. 

On one occasion, Ms-Finch 
was told that although heraunl 
Bad declined d main course: 
she had ^enjoyed” a pudding. 

"“As I approached the bedside 
I could dearly see the square of 
sponge pudding in one piece oil 
the floor at her feet,” she said. 
‘'Frequently food was left oar of 
reach, some in cellophane 
wraps that defeated people or 
people were left asleep. Trays 
were collected without notice as 
to wbai had been eaten. 
Beverley Kite, 59, of Gamdea 


The scoety is in talks with the 
Royal College of Physicians to 
improve training of hospital 
staff in helping patients with de- 
mentia, ft would also like small 
sections, of general wards to be 
reserved for dementia patients 
and specialist staff- 

Mr Cayton said; “Patients are 
being expected to feed them- 
selves when they are not even 
aware that they have been 
given a meal'’ . . 

The ADS has compiled a 

dossier of cases from around the 

country of dementia patients 
who have been, allowed to go 
without food. It is compiling a 
report on the scale of the prob- 
lem nationally. 

Among those who have com- 
plained is Ruth Finch, a health 
professional from Essex, who 
said her aunt bad been left to 


north London, said she had to 
sit and feed her mother in a 
uorth London boniitaL Her 
mother, Ada Wheeler, 89, has 
dementia but had been admit- 
ted to the hospital for a hip 
replacement 
Ms Kite said that her moth- 
er and other patients with de- 
mentia had been left without 
food by auxiliary staff who had 
no understanding of the 
condition. She said: “People 
with dementia will die before 
they ever complain that they are 
not being fed The auxiliary staff 
are not trained. They will go up 
to someone with dementia and 
ask them if they are bun 
When they get no answer 
take the food away” 

Maureen Sebastinelli, from 
North Shields, said hospital 
staff had little understanding of 
patients with dementia, such as 
her husband Victor. - , 

The retired forklift truck dri- 
ver was admitted to a surgical 
ward after breaking a thigh 
bone. His meals were often 

ding-film which he could* not 
remove. Mrs Sebastinelli said: 
“The nurses are not to on 
dementia people. They need to 
be watched every miflutfe, it is 
very, very hard.” 1 
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On show; Reni's A Sibyl Photograph: Denis Mahon CoHection 


jthe Italian 
B^hqife”cxlrilHtfoa, drawn 
4 nm thc Ccgection . 

i Mahon, the art 

ami collector who ■ 

I that 61 of 

r tto 

[galleries in the 
United Kingdom after his .. 
death. 

The exhibition of 79 
pA 1 1 1 1 fl n ft 30 

continues untfl 18 May and 
indudes works by Reni, 
Poussin, Domensefamo, and 
Gnerdno. Three paintings 



which were sold in the 1970s 
- including The Coronation of 
the Virgin - have been lent to 
the National Gallery for the " 

. show. The Mahon collection, 
begun in the sud-1930s when 
the works of 17th century 

Italian painters were 
unfashionable, is considered 
the finest collection of 27th 
and 18th century I talian 
paintings formed in Britain 
tiuseentnry. 



Prize exMMt; Aimfoate Canaocr« Corp ra rtfoo of the Vtr&a Photograph: Metropolitan Museum of Art Above left Denis Mahon 



An issue 

we need to put back on the table. 


30% of afl household waste is packaging. 

Recycling more of our household waste is 
just -one action from -the Going for Green 
campaign’s ‘Green Code,’ showing how we 
can' all ftelp improve the way we live. 

. it’s so easy to make a difference; for 
example, by improving insulation around your 


home, being careful about using and 
maintaining your car, and getting involved 
in local environmental projects. - 
If we all act together; small steps like these 
could add up to a big difference for everyone. 

Don’t be left out, find out more by calling 
0345 86 86 86, or cut out the coupon. 
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The EreJoM. 

Helping you choose A c more 
cnvmjTancntcdiy friendly products . 
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Promoting, ai vising and helping you 
make Ae energy efficient choice. 



Tidy Britain Group. 

Helping to achieve a liner-free 
enivremment. 



Going for Green. 

Malang a world of difference - together. 



Environment 

Agency" 


Safeguarding and improving 
the envritmnvni. 

*ln Scotland -the Scottish 
ERriranmem Protection Agency. 
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Labour pledge on NHS 


DAVID 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Labour Party has written to 
Tory MPs promising that any in- 
coming administration would 
honour private finance schemes 
for National Health Service 
hospitals that have been signed 
before the general election. 

Where a contract has not 
been signed by the time a future 
Labour government took office. 
Chris Smith, the party's health 
spokesman, has told the MPs; 
"We will be seeking urgent ways 
of speeding up the process.” 


Mr Smith said any hospitals 
at the head of the list would con- 
tinue to receive priority atten- 
tion. The letters mark a sharp 
shift in polity from his prede- 
cessor, Harriet Haiman, who at- 
tacked the private finance 
initiative as privatisation. 

It was raised by Stephen 
Dorrell, the Secretary of State 
for Health, in a Commons de- 
bate ted by Labour to attack the 
Government over the rise in 
waiting list figures to a record 
total of more than a million, 

Mr Dorrell said that although 
Mr Smith had done a U-turn on 


Labour polity, he had given no 
explanation of how an incom- 
ing Labour government would 
speed up the provision of pri- 
vate finance for hospitals, which 
could help to cut the waiting 
lists. "The letters are a sham,” 
said Mr DorrelL » 

He defended the figures for 
waiting lists, insisting that the 
number waiting for more than 
a year had been brought down 
from an average 200,000 to 
22,000 by the Government's 
changes to the NHS. and by the 
Patient’s Charter which insists 
on treatment within 18 months. 


Mr Smith said that in spite of 
an assurance by the Govern- 
ment last week that cancer pa- 
tients were not waiting for 
treatment, 42 per cent of can- 
cer patients had to wait more 
than 30 days for treatment 

The NHS is seen by Labour 
as one of foe key areas where 
Labour can defeat the Tbries at 
the election, and aU leave was 
cancelled for last night’s vote, 
forcing Michael Portillo, the 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
to delay a trip to Hong Kong. 

But Mr Dorrell is defending 
the Government's position by 


going on the ofiensive, with a sc- 
ries of iniriarives for foe expan- 
sion of family doctor services. 
He is to publish a draft Bill to 
encourage patients to take out 
private insurance for long-term 
care if they need it in their old 
age^ to aroid having to sdl then- 
homes to pay for treatment. 

He accused Labour of a "vac- 
uum” over health policy and 
"empty rhetoric” but Mr Smith 
used the Opposition debate to 
warn voters m the Winal Souih 


it would herald the break-up of 


the NHS, and a switch U> pri- 
vate health, a charge whkh Mr 
Dorrell has vehemently denied. 

Afnidngiiui^dMt hf’Sniifc 

sagmg” hospital waiting fe fig- 
ures ahead of the by-ele ction , 
he charged Mr Dorrell with 
"running rather too obviously 
for the Tbry party leadership 
instead of addressing the real 
issues and problems affecting 
die health service”. 

Opening the debate bn the 
NHS, Mr Smith warned of a 
"general deterioration in the 
state of the health service”. 

Leading article, page 13 



Meaty issue: John Prescott leaving yesterday’s press conference after saying that disposing of BSE waste could take another 13 years 


Photograph: David Rose 


THE BIGGEST MEDICAL COMPLAINT 
FOR PEOPLE OVER 50 IS — — 


HOSPITAL 

WAITING 

LISTS 


Backlog of carcasses poses 
health risk, Prescott warns 


Q ueuing for an NHS operation, 

whether it is major or minor, is a 
dispiriting experience. But with Saga’s 
Hospital Care plan, developed exclusively 
for people aged 50 and over, waiting for 
months (even years) for treatment is 
eliminated. 

✓ Prompt treatment for 12 of the most 
commonly suffered complaints 

✓ Early admission for all other operations where 
the NHS cannot admit you within six weeks, 
after seeing your specialist 

✓ Full cover for private in-patient charges* 1 ” 

✓ Guaranteed acceptance from age 50 with no 
upper age limit and no medical required 

✓ Medical conditions that occurred before you 
join may be covered after 2 years* 

✓ Automatic tax relief on premiums if you are 
aged 60 or over 

✓ FREE luggage set when you enrol 

‘Subjea to policy conditions 
t Limits do apply to some out-patient treatments 

SAGA Hospital Care is underwritten by Prime Health 


01483 553 553 

Ref No.M4!2l3LS SAGA 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

The backlog of cattle carcass- 
es waiting to be incinerated af- 
ter the BSE crisis will take 13 
years to clear because of “gov- 
ernment incompetence”, the 
Labour Party claimed yesterday. 

Just a week after a censure 
motion against the Govern- 
ment over its handling of the 
BSE crisis, John Prescott, 
Labour's deputy leader, reignit- 
ed the row, alleging that a 
< “BSE map” of Britain showed 
that “no one is for from a BSE 
storage site or rendering plant, 
or the incinerators and power 


stations being considered for 
burning BSE waste”. He also 
claimed that the backlog of 
beef carcasses and rendered re- 
mains now awaiting incineration 
was creating a health problem. 

• “We have heard of examples 
where carcasses are being pited 
up outside warehouses waiting 
to be burnt,” he said. “This is 
public health information and 
we should all be aware of it.” 
He also attacked the “beef 
tax” created by the problem, 
which has cost Britain £3-5bn 
through lost exports, compen- 
sation paid to farmers and the 
cost of administering the 
culling, storage and incineration 


of all cattle over 30 months old. 

But the daims were dismissed 
as “deliberate scaremongering” 
by Douglas Hogg, Minister of 
Agriculture, who accused Mr 
Ptascott of trying to “undermine 
confidence in British beer. He 
insisted that the remaining 
carcasses presented "no risk to 
public beaJtfa” because the most 
potentially infectious parts had 
been removed at abattoirs and 
incinerated. 

The Intervention Board of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food said 
yesterday that it would be 
“extremely unlikely” that the 
rate of incineration of rendered 


waste would continue at its 
present slow rate. 

So tar. the remains of just 
4 per cent of the 127 millio n 
cattle slaughtered so tar under 
a cuffing scheme agreed wiih the 
European Union have been 
incinerated. Only one compa- 
ny, ReChem, near Southamp- 
ton, has a permit to bum such 
waste, to a total of 2,000 tonnes 
annually. But a spokeswoman 
for the Intervention Board said 
that nine other companies were 
now submitting tenders. “There 
is 168,000 tonnes of ground cat- 
tle remains instore, and 62,000 
tonnes in cold stores waiting to 
be rendered,*' she said. 


Portillo is holed up in the bunker 
as Blair finds the right range 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The difference between the 
Conservative and Labour elec- 
tion machines was shown yes- 
terday when Tony Blair spent 
more than two hours at a Wirrai 
hospital while Michael Portillo, 
the Secretary of State for 
Defeoce, visited a private golf 
club at nearby Eastbam. 

Health has been identified as 
the voters’ prime concern in 
Thursday’s Wirrai South by- 
election, and the local media 
swamped Mr Blair's visit to 
the Arrowe Park Hospital, just 
outside the constituency. 
Labour was giving them what 
they wanted. 

Meanwhile, over in the Tbry 
camp the candidate, Les Byrom, 
toured the offices of a cable 


communications company, 


ers and a company photogra- 
pher. Cabling has not yet 
registered as an election issue. 

Mr Byrom later welcomed 
Mr Portillo to bis beleaguered 
campaign and the Secretary of 
State spent an hour giving in- 
terviews to television and radio 
at Eastham golf chib. 

Mr Blair's visit, which in- 
cluded tours of various hospi- 
tal wards and departments, 
concluded with a lengthy private 
briefing session with hospital 
managers and staff and repre- 
sentatives. 

At foe end of his third visit to 
the constituency, the Labour 
leader said: “I don’t know who 
Mr Etortfflo wiD be meeting in the 
goff dub, bm I think you win find 
in every part of this constituen- 


cy there are people who were 
Conservative that are now com- 
ing over to the Labour Party. I 
thmk Mr Portillo will find that 
as well, and one of foe reasons 
for that is the type of Conser- 
vatism Mr Portillo represents.” 

Mr Blair said that the one- 
nation conservatism represent- 
ed by Sir Edward Heath was on 
the way out and that explained 
why a lot of people were switch- 
ing to Labour. 

But if yesterday’s campaign 
showed up the difference be- 
tween Labour and the Tbry 
machines, it also illustrated foe 
difference between a national 
press obsessed by foe arrival of 
Cherie Booth, and Mat she was 
wearing and a regional media 
that was covering health and 
other local concerns. 

Explaining the decision to 


on the benches 


XT’ Testmmster is a bad place to find MPs at tire 

\ A/moment - they are to be discovered just arawt 
V V anywhere else; 200 Labour MPs have, we are tow. 
hffCT ramp ai tm in g in the WifTaL &lWK with 50 Tories. 

Given tintiySSiay s keynote health debate ^attended 
by fewer thaar 100 MPs in total periai* 
better to nxw business up to foe Dents Thatcher suite tn 
the Village Hotel, Brumborougb. There. after prawn 
cocktails washed down with Mateus Ros£» Mr Decibel and 
Mr Smith could have traded statistics until it was ume to go 
Hart; on tbe taocker . , _ 

Bui those happy few who remained witnessed a rather 
moving, spiritual exchange. It came during the monthly five 
minutes in which foe MP who represents the Church 
Commistioners, Michael Alison (C, Selby), answers 
questions from members about foe Church of England. 

The first up was Simon Hughes who -as a Liber al j 

Democrat acting for the seat of Bermondsey - is a land ol 
secular bishop, sent to save souk in a savage land. His first 
force Special Interests listed as Human Rights and Civu 
Liberties, Youth Affairs and Social Injustice. Mr Hughes 
reminds m e o f a youngish curate from a sitcom - always 
about to be let down by foe woddliness of others. 

He wished to deprecate foe recent remarks of foe ex- 
Archbishop of Canterbury criticising modem services. But 
the church should seek to “involve everybody^, gushed The 
Rev Hughes, adding with ghastly vicarish matin ess, “let’s 
get ’em all in!” 

Gmi I don’t want to be “got in”, so that I can sing songs 
of sodal injustice alongside Simon Hughes; I don't think 


give foe local media a special, 
preferential session with Mr 
Blair, one aide said there was 
another difference between 
local and national media - 
“people trust foe local media”. 

With just two days to go to 
polling, today’s campaign will be 
dominated by a visit from 
Michael Heseltine, foe Deputy 
Prime Minister, who said three 
weeks ago that the Tbries could 
expect a “kick” from the Wirrai 
South voters. Labour will get a 
return visit from its deputy 
leader, John Prescott, and foe 
Liberal Democrat leader, Pad- 
dy Ashdown, will spend an 
hoar at a local primary school. 

Labour will conclude its cam- 
paign tomorrow night with an 
open public meeting - a rare 
event m modem electione ering 

Donald Madntyre, pageS 


It was not just “Happy Clappies", who should be 
welcomed, but "the Militant Tendency, the National Front 
and others whose views are known to the rongregation and 
in more exalted rircles”. This was a bit unnerving. I'd 
understood about High Church, Low Church, traditional 
and evangelical - but foe revelation that Militant were 
involved came as a shock. What do they argue for at 
General Synod? Nationalise foe top 200 sacraments? 
Punitive tithes for fat-cat archbishops? 

Newham’s Tony Banks tried to help out. He is a 
disestablishment man, and - perversely - took foe side of 
tradition. What was driving people out of church, he said, 
were all these here new-fangled services. “People don’t go 
to church to be felt up by the person next to them,” he said 
mystifyingfy, "they go to have the hand of God laid upon 
them, not foe hand of someone eke.” I think that 
something nasty once happened to Mr Banks in a church, 
and he has never quite recovered. 

Mr Alison was unsympathetic. Never mind the Happy 
Clappies, he said, “foe honourable gentleman - al-axsc - 
represents the Shouty-Louty tendency!” who - presumably 
- go about breaking tambourines, belching during 
co n templation and heckling Simon Hughes. 

The tone was raised by none other than Michael 
lubricant, who wished to draw attention to foe 801st 
anniversary of Lichfield CathedraL “Last night", he told 
the House happily, “there was a service for Lichfield Girl 
Guides!” “Bet you were there!” shouted shoufy-louty Tony. 
Mr B anks is almost certainly right; last week Mr Eabricaat 
joined foe celebrations of Lichfield Morris Men, dressed in 
waistcoat and ribbons. 

On Sunday night I am sure that enthusiasm won out over 
discretion yet again, and that Mr F will have managed to 
squeeze into a fetching little blue outfit, complete with the 
statutory woggles. Ging-gang-gootie-goolie-wotcha! 


Russians target 
UK spies in debt 

Fran Abrams “There is absolutely no 

Rol'itical Correspondent evidence at all that there is any 

question of a similar traitor 
Russian spies who are trying to working within the British 
infiltrate the British security ser- intelligence agencies but the fes- 
vices may be playing on agents son to learn from foe tragic and 
with finan ci al problems in order really awful experience in foe 
to subvert them, a House of US ...is that no country can af- 
Commons committee suggest- ford to sit back and assum e that 
ed yesterday. everything is all right,” he said. 

The report says that all three Ames, who was tried for his 

intelligence services - MI5, MI6 activities in 1994, caused nine 
and GCHQ — have had to with- colleagues to be executed and 
draw security clearance from a further three imprisoned, and 
staff and contractors because the Commons committee says 
they were in debt The end of the that the fall-out from foe case 
Cold Wit has meant that while has not yet stopped, 
fewer agents are likely to betray Its report says that in addi- 

their country for ideological tion to staff being vetted when 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Russian spies who are trying to 
infiltrate foe British security ser- 
vices may be playing on agents 
with financial problems in order 
to subvert them, a House of 
Commons committee suggest- 
ed yesterday. 

The report says that all three 
intelligence services - MI5, MI6 
and GCHQ - have had to with- 
draw security clearance from 
staff and contractors because 
they were in debt. The end of the 
Cold Wit has meant that while 
fewer agents are likely to betray 
their country for ideological 
reasons but are more likely to 
do so for money, it adds. 

Tbe annual report of foe all- 
party Intelligence and Security 
Committee says Aldrich Ames, 
foe CIA man who acted as a 
double agent for foe KGB and 
whose activities led to the 
deaths of several of his col- 
leagues, underlines foe need fix 
vigilance. Abies used much of 
the $3m he was paid by tbe Rus- 
sians to fund his second mar , 
riage to a “shopaholic" who was 
found to have 500 pairs of 
shoes. 'Hie committee warns 
that British agents must be 
watched constantly. 

Tom King, chairman of the 
committee and a former Sec- 
retary of State for Defence, said 
there was no reason to believe 
that a British Aldrich Ames was 
operating undiscovered. 


they join, their circumstances 
should be randomly checked 
throughout their service. 

It also warns of foe risks of 
other countries using their in- 
telligence agencies to gain com- 
mercial advantage over Britain. 
In one recent case, the Amer- 
ican State Department advised 
some of its companies not to ex- 
hibit at foe Paris Air Show be- 
cause of fears of espionage, and 
John M^or had asked the com- 
mittee to look into tbe problem 
in this country. However, it 
concluded that Britain’s agents 
were protecting its interests. 

“The security service works 
both to counter foe real and 
continuing threat to UK eco- 
nomic interests, and to provide 
protective security advice and 

assistance to government and 
direct to industry ” it says. 
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It coaid be bluff, or it could be 
smcere.JBn 4 .at least in public, 
Russia is skjwfy,' tantalMagly, 
edging closer' to s triking a deal 

. over Natrfs plans tn gi panH mtn 

; Central and Eastern Europe. 

; Th^. % sagos; , have been 

■ steacutv trickling in.-j Yevgeny 


Secret aiy ^General, 

Solans, v,.. 

As the fprmerRussian spy- 
master flew to Norway, Nato 


/, - Russia’s Foreign 
; Min^)^, jiesterday left Brussels 



way was being made with the is- 
sue,' which 'has disrupted 
Moscow’s relations with the 
"West, revived a mood of Cold 
W&r suspicion ', and caused a 
political outay in Russia. 

Their hopes will have been 
Anther raised ,on Snndtfy, when 
President Boris Yeltsin said be 
had agreed to look for a com- 
promise over Nato -expansion, 


Javier and suggested it could be found 
at his summit with President BQl 
Clinton, in Helsinki, next 
-month. 

However, there Is a whiff of 
gamesmanship m the air. By ap- 
pearing witling to do business. 


to deflect blame on to the 
Americans should Helsinki bear 
- 00 fruit. By bolding out .the 
prospect of a quick agreement, 
and with it, a publicity triumph 
ftp the White House, be is 
puttajag . pressure on his 
opponents. 


The risk of More remains, 
despite a genuine softening in 
the Nato debate, which was 
aided by last week’s visit to 
. Moscow by the US Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright. 

Both sides have agreed in 
principle to set up a Russia- 
Nato consultative council with 
its own secretariat. But crucial 
Hjffiergnnft$ rfmainj pftiriftitftr . 

ly over Moscow’s demand for a 
legally binding charter with 
. Nato,. to be ratified by Naio 
member governments, which 
could take years. 


Yet, Mr Yeltsin could also do 
with a publicity coup, after 
eight months of almost unin- 
terrupted absence from the 
Kremlin in which resentment 
has swelled to a roar of anger 
over unpaid wages and pen- 
sions. If it contained some 
weighty and free-saving con- 
cessions, especially on the Con- 
ventional Forces in Europe 
treaty, a Nab) deal in Helsinki 
may have some appeal. 

m the past few days, he has 
begun the first perilous steps to- 
wards has comeback, albeit a 


belated return, almost one- 
sixth ofhK way through his sec- 
ond term. 

This weekend he had recov- 
ered some of his bamboozling 
form when he appeared on 
television to fulminate against 
his political foes, warning that 
they shouldn't attack “too hard, 
because I can fight back**. 

Yesterday, the President was 
on ibe natron’s screens again, 
chastising his Prime Minister, 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, for fail- 
ing 10 pay rwercbie wages mid 
pensions and inviting him to 


shake up his learn. Such the- 
atrical public scoldings of high 
officials are a standard tactic in 
the Yeltsin playback, but it is a 
sign that he is on the mend. 

So. too. was bis decision to 
meet two of his most powerful 
allies yesterday, the new chair- 
man of the Constitutional 
Court, Marat Baglay, and the 
Patriarch of the Russian Or- 


thodox Church, Alexy II 
This burst of presidential ac- 


tivity is pan of the warm-up for 
the ultimate test of his health, 
his speech to parliament on 


6 March. It will please his 
advisers but is fraught with 
risks. His doctors and allies 
arc aware that if be is forced to 
rake to his bed again, the pres- 
sure on him to stand down will 
be hard to resist 
And if Mr Yeltsin goes, it 
would throw Nato's expansion 
plans into chaos. Even the most 
hardline Nato general is likely 
to think twice before pressing 
ahead with a policy that amid 
swing Russian voters even fur- 
ther in the direction of anti- 
Western nationalism. 
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Netanyahu at bay as 



row worsens 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jejusgdem' . 


w 


Hie political frnsrerif Ber^min 
Netanyahu, the laadi Prime 1 
Minister, is in itroreashigdoubt 
after the dsekssrae at the^ wade- 
end that potice had ^rnoed 
him he might fa ce e ntnm id 
charges over the long-running 
scandal surrounding the ap- 
poinrmem^s artorney-gencral 
of a party hade sympathetic to 
the legal problems of members 
of his government. 
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Mr Netanyahu’s attempt to 

msnh ili- 


disdahn personal respor 


ly for appointing Roni Bar- 
On, an obscure Jerusalem 
lawyer, to one of the highest ju- 
dicial posts, exacerbated divi- 
sions in the cabinet. 

Mr Netanyahu’s lawyer said 
be should not be Named, be- 
cause he was misled by Tzahi 
Hanegbi, the Justice Minister, 
about the acceptability of Mr 
Bar-On to the Supreme Coon. 
. Israeli television said, how- 
ervei^ that when police ques- 

tiom^ Mr Netanyahu last week 

about the affair they found his 
answers “evasive”. 

Wbatevcc tbe outcome of the 
scandal, it has weakened Mr Ne- 


U 


Hanegbi: Said to have 
misled PM overtop legal job 


tanyahu 'politically when he 
hoped to benefit, intematiao ally 
and at home, from signing the 
Hebron agreement. =Nahum 
Barpea, an Israeli columnist, 
fw^dte; “Itis not. J&usalem 
which is really boArang Ne- 
faayahu "rigfet .5S(^v' r bnt rather 
thepolice investigation.” 
Three minis ters have threat- 


ened to resign over the affair. 
Avjgdor Kahalani, Minister of 
Internal Security, said that if the 
accusations turn out to be true 
“the government has no right to 
continue”. Natan Sharansky, 
Hade and Commerce Minister, 
said: “Should it torn out that just 
10 per cent of what was revealed 
up to now is correct, the gov- 
ernment has no future.” 

Dan Meridor, Finance Min- 
ister, believes that if the alle- 
gations are confirmed, “ this is 
the worst affair in the Idstory of 
the state”. 

‘Hie 'police investigation 
started on 22 January, when Ay- 
alaHa^OH^ a rejrorter for. Israeli 
'television, alleged that Aiyeh 
f>^tlea&r«f the Shits' party, 
which is in the raling coalition, 
and who is on trial for corrup- 


tion, had orchestrated the can- 
didacy of Mr Bax-On, who held 
office for one day. The specif- 
ic accusation was that Mr Deri 
had threatened to block the He- 
bron agreement with the Pales- 
tinians unless Mr Bar-On got 
the job and Mr Deri won a plea- 
bargain. 

During ibe mouth-tong police 
investigation it has become 
dear Mr Deri and others dose 
to the government who were on 
trial or facing indictment were 
all involved in the appointment 
of Mr Bar-On. Worse, from Mr 
Deri’s point of view, his own 
lawyer, Dan Avi- Yitzhak, re- 
signed last week and denounced 
his former client. This has cre- 
ated the suspicion that it was he 
who leaked the story to Ms Has- 
son in the first place. 

Mr Netanyahu has fought his 
way out of tight corners before. 
But he has yet to come up with 
a convincing explanation of his 
determination to replace the 
previous attorney-general with 
somebody more malleable and 
dependent on his goodwill. 
During the first weeks of the in- 
vestigation it appeared possible 
the Prime Minster would be un- 
scathed by the police investi- 
gation. In questioning him 
about the amir, however, po- 
lice say he repeatedly said: “1 
don’t know” and “I don't recall." 
They then cautioned him that 
he might face criminal charges. 

Following this dBsdosure, 
Nissbn Zvim, secretary-gener- 
al of the Labourparty, called for 
a fresh election, although 


Labour itself is divided. Mr 
Netanyahu has hired his own 
lawyer, Yaacov Weinrolh. a lop 


c riminal attorney, who repcat- 


ecBy implied over the wee I 
in defence of his client, that the 
Prime Munster was misled by- 
Mr Hanegbi. 

This may be good legal tac- 


tics if Mr Netanyahu’s objective 
rt, but he 


is to stay out of court, 
could pay a heavy political price 
for throwing one of his cabinet 
to the wolves. 

Visiting King Hussein in Jor- 
dan over the weekend, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu accused his opponents 
of counting him out too early. 
He said: “I intend to continue 
to lead the state of Israel I 
heard the (opposition) is getting 
ready for new elections. 1 have 
good advice foryou: ‘Wait You 
have a good four years left in the 
opposition'.'’ 

The Prime Minister's office 
believes Mr Netanyahu is the 
victim of a campaign by the Is- 
raeli media. It particularly ob- 


jects to analogies between Mr 
Netanyahu and President 


Richard Nixon during Water- 
gate. At the weekend, Channel 
2, IsraeTs commercial television 
channel, showed AO the Presi- 
dent's Men, about the scandaL 
■ Brussels- Malcolm Rifldnd, 
the Foreign Secretary, con- 
demned Israeli plans to build a 
settlement at HarHoma, in east 
Jerusalem, writes Sarah Helm. 
The European Union viewed 
the plans as “counter-produc- 
tive to the overall success of the 
peace process”. 
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Bonn -Germany's govem- 
^.eu t^^^ osition pushed off 

gency tax-reform talks will lead 
to ^gfandeoalitioiT or mark 
^Pj^rt of a: bitter 1998 eleo- 
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llor Helmut Kohl and 
Democrat (SPD) chair- 
>skar Lafontaine have 
oied their rare “summit” 


would lead to a cabmetfeffiiuf- 
; -fle to include the SPDrfwbt it 
aims at toast for an ifltp<aity 
effort to fight an uhemptoymenf 
record of 4.7 ' ffuffion "ufifiefa 
. threatens to prevent Germany 
• from qualifying for the.snfele 
currency. “Pull us out of the cri- 
sfcTMf, Gennaafys largest dai- 
ly, appealed in a beadhqa., 

- The issues are dear. Since-the 
SPD majorify in the -upper 
bouse of parliament can jijock 
any new tax tow, Mr Kohl needs 
its support, to cut taxes try 


DM30bn (£lUbn) and lower 
unit labour costs, thus promot- 
ing more jobs. 

Public alarm oyer rishm un- 
employment is now so fierce 
that the SPD cannot afford to 
stonewall Voters in next year’s 
dectionswould punish themJbr 
delaying a solution. But the 
main opposition, party cannot 
compromise so much that it 


The best-case scenario calls 
for agreement on laws this year 
to start cutting taxes inl998. In 
the worst . case, both .parties 
will revert to confrontation to 
pin the blame.forthe failure on 
'he other. 

Recent ppDs show Mr KohTs 

an IrA-TioKf iwiKKavi troilliMr py| 



ends up helping Mr Kohl build 
a re-election car 


campaign on the 
claim that he palled back Ger- 
many from the brink. 


opposition alliance of the U4 ^ 
and Greens. The Chancellor 
. does worse than either possible 
SPD challenger, MrLafontaine, 
or Lower Saxony’s state pre- 
mier, Gerhard Schroder. 
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week of caiirOTersy bor- 
.derirjjg on ridicule, the White- 
.watqfjspedal counsel* Kenneth 
'Slang must rebuild the credi- 
‘ jti'lity of his investigation, -and 
isat)^ the demands of an 
Jncgysin gly impa ttent . public 
JoiuApsults in bis 30-month 
■ of the Clintons and. their 
dealings in Arkansas. 

, ^-.^day Mr Starr was-back 
at leading . his teams of 
. . prosecutors in Washington and 
L£uto]Rpck, amid reports. that 
. pn qpc vexed Whitewater issue 
: at least, dosure may be at hand. 

the US Park Po- 
lice and h» predecessor as spe- 

^aaljjOnmsel before him, Mr 
I StasRiS-now said to have con- 
^irnariz/lMle r- tb^i the 

.form&.White House deputy 
vVince Foster,, tlid 
on 20 July 1993. 


Contrary to the unsbakeable 
belief of conservative conspir- 
acy theorists, Mr Starr is; Satis- 
fied that foul play ^ra$ not 
involved, nor did the Preddent 
or his wife take part in a oover- 
up of the circumstances of the 
death of a dose Mend ana aide 
entrusted, among other things 
. with personal Clinton papers 
relating to the original White- 
water land deal . , • f. . 

- jBul this move alao^ js un- 
likely torestore the authpiity of 
his investigation, after ajweek 
in wfiich he first arinommed he 
would step down on.} August 
to become dean of a new law 
college at Malibu, California - 
only to reverse himself after bit- 
ter criticism from hisi, right- 
wing supporters^ that he was 
waUring out on a jobhalfdone. 

MrStarr insists his ifu^al an- 
nouncement .did noLnnply he 

had .decided he.-didjn^ haye 

enou^i evidence afiaSoftieitlief 


the First Lady or the President 
to bring charges. The foomer 
■ Bush Administration solicitor- 
general says his investigation is 
still “ moving forward," and he 
will stay on as long as required. 

But . the damage had been 
done. Despite the disclaimers, 
both pro- and anti-Clinton fac- 
tions believe Mr Starr could not 
possibly have contemplated 
quitting if he was poised to 
take the historic step of rndict- 
ing a First IJfoy and perhaps her 
husband (though most scholars 
believe that under the Consti- 
tution, he could pot bring crim- 
inal . charges against an 
incumbent president, but would 


upvyiMvw*. uj 

: which would determine whether 
In 

where Mr Clinton is. most vul- 
nerable, that as Governor of 
Arkansas in.l986 be helped to 
Organise - jta ■ illegal $306,000 


loan to his. former business 
partners James and Susan Mo- 
Dougall, rests on the frail- tes- 
timony of McDougall, a 
convicted felon who has al- 
. ready twice changed his story. 

As for Mre dinton, it is reck- 
oned increasingly doubtful a 
court of law would find that the 
First Lady knowingly took part 
in a separate bogus land deal a 
decade ago in. Arkansas, and 
then lied about it to the pzpse- 
cutors and a federal grand jury. 

But if the threat posed by one 
special prosecutor .may be 
dimipishmg, the Orations lives 
could soon be tormented by a 
new one. After a string of new 
revelations pf apparent White 
House -fundraising, abuses 
involving Asian Americans, 
even some Democratic legisla- 
tors at the ; weekend joined 
Republicans in urging Janet 
Renq, tiie Attorney General, to. 
appoint- a coiinseL- . 


State killer was broke 


DavkIUsbome 

New.York 


The Arab.; 
pire State 


! Eni- 


luildiag-j 

d^tiaught over k»ii 

j^tvingsandladno* 

tinian radial , 

relatives said yc$tc 

derway m.tho wake^ 
night’s -shooting : nH , 
• ^jHassan Abu-Kam? 
. the New.York skysasq 
dKtvat^i tieck 
' ttesd and others wtaaa 

ter the attack, Abu^ 


un- 


himself in the head and 1 later 
died in hospital. 

The dead victim was identi- 
fied as 27-year-old Chris 
Burmeister, a member of a 
Danish rock band. 

- - The gimmBn’ R flflti gbt er . Un- 
da Abu-Samra, said she could 
not beh’eve her father, an Eng- 

fish resort ft> vi- 

olence- ‘Tm in^^iock. I can t * 
believe my father carried dm 
this act,” she said. 

The gunman’s- son-jn-Jaw, 
Marwan AburSamra, smtfAbu- • 
y^mal had do ties to ■patostm.- 
jan militant groups. Mr Abu 


Samra said that Abu-Kamal 
pEanned to invest his savings in 
the United States. However, he 
called hotneoo Sunday and said 
he had financial problems and 
.ccrold not send tuition money to 
one of his sw® who is studying 
engmeering itt Russia. 

- ■pie ma yOT^f New: Yo*, 


tbkfre state of Florida, where Ka- 
' mal apparently purchased the 
sentirautotnatic gun used in the 
: attack. FlondahaS gun laws that 
• ^^foreigneis robifyweaporis 
m‘ the stated ' 
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Deng Xiaoping’s cremation: 100,000 line the streets as party ensures smooth transition of power 

China’s leaders put unity to fore as last 
red emperor is given a macabre farewell 


Iteresa Poole 
and Ted PUifter 

Peking 

“Unity after death", should 
have read the banners above the 
body of Deng Xiaoping as he lay 
wrapped in die red national flag 
and surrounded by flowers for 
a last macabre media appear- 
ance. For that was the message 
meant for the Chinese people 
last night, as slate television 
broadcast the first and last pic- 
tures of the late patriarch’s 
body, his grey-faced corpse now 
a centre-stage prop for those 
who would inherit his mantle. 

Lined up solemnly to the 
front was President Jiang 
Ze min, the prime minis ter Li 
Peng, and the other five mem- 
bers of the standing committee 
of the party’s politbum the most 
powemil subcommittee in Chi- 
na. lb one side was grouped the 
grieving Deng dan, including his 
wife and five children, sobbing 
as they bade farewell to a rela- 
tive, and perhaps also shedding 
a tear for their lost status as the 
first family. 

Arranged behind were about 
a hundred party and govern- 
ment elders, the remnants of the 
Long March generation such as 
Yang Shangkun and Bo Ylbo, 
still very much alive as political 
wheeler-dealers. And all around 
were the state television cam- 
eras and photographers, failing 
to keep out of each other’s way 
as they recorded for posterity 
this media show of unity. 

The elite of Chinese politics 
bad gathered at the military hos- 
pital to pay their last respects 



Jiang Zemin: Some doubt he 
will remain 'm charge 


before Mr Deng was cremated. 
They bowed the traditional 
three times and then circled the 
corpse led by Mr Jiang. Mr 
Deng's hand-picked successor. 

In such politically charged en- 
vironments, polilburo standing 
committee members do not 
weep. They stare steadfastly at 
their dead mentor, avoiding 
eye contact with the living. 
These are the men (for there are 
few female faces) on whom 
the future political stability of 
China country depends, and 
who will play out their individ- 
ual political ambitions in the 
months to come. 

For Mr Deng there was just 
one last indignity. Transferred 
to a glass-topped coffin, he was 
then loaded into the hearse - a 
white and blue windowless 
“Coaster" minibus ill-befitting 
a late emperor. As the funeral 
convoy made its way along the 
Avenue of Eternal Peace to the 
Babaoshan cemetery and cre- 
matorium, an estimated 100,000 
people lined the route. Many 
thousands had been bussed in 
from nearby factories and uni- 
versities, each wearing identical 
white paper flowers, but many 
more appeared to have come of 
tbeir own volition. 

In contrast to the emotion- 
choked mourners who were 
bussed in past the police cor- 
dons and then featured on 
state-nm television's satura- 
tion coverage of the ceremony. 


the crowds fining the streets 
were less demonstrative. They 
were also less well-informed 
about bow the morning’s events 
were due to unfold. Lacked, con- 
fusion reigned among those 
gathered outside about when, or 
even whether, the cortege 
would be passing by. 

In what is perhaps an apt 
metaphor for China as a whole 
at this tender juncture, the cu- 
rious onlookers seemed only to 
know that the great man bad 
died, that his demise has occa- 
sioned a good deal of bustle, 
and that they mig ht or might 
not, from where they stood, be 
able to observe it directly. 

□early, they wanted "to. “I 
want to pay my respects. Deng 
Xiaoping is the greatest figure 
in China's modern history, and 
• I just feel I want to be here," 
said a woman in her thirties in 
a comment that echoed the 
sentiments of many. 

Absent, however, was any 
sense that high political stakes 
are in play. There is among 
Peking residents a fair diversi- 
ty of opinions about the 
prospects for Jiang Zemin's 
long term survival as China’s 
leader, but few who believe 
that the system itself might 
change as a result of his re- 
placement by any of his known 
contenders who are, after afl, cut 
from essentially the same doth. 

“The framework of economic 
reforms left behind by Deng Xi- 
aoping is going to be followed. 
Everyone knows this, and it is 
only a mailer of bow fast or how 
slow," said a Pelting academic 
who spedalises in Taiwanese 
affairs. 

Regardless of whether such 
certainty is justified, it marks a 
sharp contrast with China’s re- 
action to the death in early 1976 
of Premier Zhou Enlai. For 
many of the Peking residents old 
enough to remember it, 
thoughts turned repeatedly to 
the day his corpse was trans- 
ported to the same cemetery. 

“I was standing on the Av- 
enue of Eternal Peace for Zhou 
Enlai also, and the feeling was 
very different. There was such 
pressure then to oppose the 
Gang of Four, who were in con- 
trol and there were very few 
ways to express dissatisfaction," 
said a man in his seventies, re- 
tired as an editor with the state- 
run Xinhua news agency. 

"Now there seems to be no 
kind of struggle like that, and 
so people are just here to pay 
; their respects." 

Some of those too young to 
remember such times, howev- 
; er, reacted more cynically to the 
whole affair. Precisely 12 hours 
after Deng’s cremation, a young 
i waitress could not keep from 
f talking back to the most demon- 
I strative of the mourners seen 
■ sobbing on the television in her 
; noodle shop near the Peking 
train station. 

t “What are you crying about, 

] granny? My, but all the noble 
i people come out when some- 
i thing like this happens!" said the 
s 19-year-old migrant from An- 
£ hui province. 

1 In the private hall of the 

2 cemetery, the family bade their 
e final farewells. “Papa is not 
- dead,” wailed the Mr Deng's 
D youngest daughter, Deng Rang. 
y Today will be the official 
a memorial service for 10,000 in- 
i' vited officials in the Great Hall 
Li of the People. Just next door, in 
y Tiananmen Square, stands the 
if vast mausoleum which houses 

Chairman Mao’s increasingly 
i- waxy- looking corpse. The first 
e few years of the post-Deng era 
r- may decide just how long it must 
n be before the Great Helmsman 
l- can finally be given a dignified 
f, burial. 








Final act Deng’s widow, Zhuo Lin, kisses her husband's body at yesterday’s funeral ceremony watched by daigftters Deng Nan, left, and Deng Ror^* 


Photograph: Reuters 


Dynasty is left exposed to resentment 


Teresa Poole 

While the emperor lived, his off- 
spring made the most of the op- 
portunities on offer to China's 
first family, whether it was by se- 
curing attractive business op- 
portunities, signing lucrative 
book deals, or selling artwork 
to collectors. Those who sought 
out the patriarch's children 
must have assumed that a Deng 
business partner or the purchase 
of an expensive {Tainting by a 
Deng daughter might open up 
other channels of useful com- 
munication. 

Now that Deng Xiaoping is 
dead, his five children will have 
to tread more carefully if they 
are to hang on to their privi- 
leges. Resentment among or- 
dinary Chinese runs strong 


against such “princelings" the 
children of China's top com- 
munist party leadership. 

Politically they are also vul- 
nerable; China's current lead- 
ers are unlikely explicitly to 
target the former patriarch's 
children in the short term, but 
will demand that they fall into 
line behind the current leader- 
ship strategy for a smooth tran- 
sition. After today’s memorial 
service, the Deng family may 
find it nradeDt to adopt a con- 
siderably lower profile now that 
their Tnain claim to influence is 
gone. 

In the dosing years of Mr 
Deng’s life, It was his children 
and his wife, Zhuo Lin, who, if 
not powers behind the throne, 
did control who crossed the 
threshold of the antechamber. 


For most of the Nineties, his 
favourite daughter, Deng Rong, 
worked as his private secretary 
and “imperial lip-reader", ac- 
companying him in public in or- 
der to translate his heavy 
Sichuan accent into standard 
Chinese and to bellow the com- 
ments of others info his less-deaf 
ear. 

When she wrote a hagiogra- 
phy of her father, the foreign 
publishing rights were snapped 
up by none other than Rupert 
Murdoch - for a reported $lm. 
Property deals in Shenzhen 
were another sideline. 

In some instances, members 
of the former patriarch’s fami- 
ly have found themselves un- 
comfortably dose to scandal 
though never directly implicat- 
ed. The husband of Deng Rong 


is He Ping, who was in an em- 
barrassing position last year 
when a subsidiary of the China 
Poly group, where he held a se- 
nior position, was linked to a 
Chinese AK-47 smuggling op- 
eration into the United States. 

One of Deng's sons, Deng 
Zhifang, stepped down in 1995 
from a senior position at a 
Hong Kong listed subsidiary of 
the mainland state steel giant, 
Shougang Carp, after an asso- 
ciate, Zhou Beifang, who was 
head of another Hong Kong 
Shougang company, was ar- 
rested on corruption charges 
and subsequently given a sus- 
pended death sentence. Deng 
Zhifang also has a number of 
property development inter- 
ests. 

The eldest son, Deng Pufang, 


who has been in a wheelchair 
since jumping out of a window 
during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion when persecuted by Red 
Guards, saw his Kang Hua in- 
vestment company closed in 
the Eighties on allegations of 
irregular business activities. 
Since then he has gained more 
respect by devoting his time to 
wonting for China's disabled. 

Deng Lin, the rather jovial 
artistic eldest daughter, 
shunned politics and business in 
favour of painting, and her 
works have enjoyed consider- 
able popularity, as well as 
healthy prices. In Hong Kong 
in 1993, she exhibited a series 
of large carpet-tapestries which 
were priced at up to £30,000. 

“Deng Lin bear the benefits 
and burdens of her father's 


power." said the catalogue. She 
wanted to be judged “without 
prejudice". Her husband. Wu 
Jianchang. found his marital 
connections no hindrance i*« 
building up a small business em- 
pire in Hong Kong, heading 
three quoted subsidiaries of 
the state China National Non- 
Ferrous Metals Industry Cor- 
poration. 

The most overtly political of 
Mr Deng's children is Deng 
Nan, a physicist who is vice-min- 
ister of the Science and Tech- 
nology Commission.- Her 
political influence behind the 
scenes is difficult to gauge, but 
she was rumoured to have per- 
suaded her father to make his 
southern lour in 1992. the event 
which sparked China's recent 
economic boom. 


Albright stands firm on human rights 


“I said I would tell it like it is, 
and I told it like it is," said the 
US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, of China’s 
human rights record. 
“1 don't want to speculate over 
whether I was able to narrow 
the differences or not," she 
added, saying that "if there was 
not further progress" the US 
would back the annual resolu- 
tion against China at the UN 
Human Rights Commission in 
Geneva next month, writes 
Teresa Poole. 

Winding up a whirlwind 


round-the-world trip, the new 
secretary of state's last stop in 
Felting was the most challeng- 
ing, attempting to set the tone 
for the next phase of the 
volatile Sino-US relationship 
just days after the death of the 
former patriarch, Deng Xi- 
aoping. 

Yesterday, Ms Albright be- 
came the first senior foreign 
diplomat since Mr Deng's 
death to meet President Jianj» 
Zemin, the prime minister, Li 
Pieng, and the foreign minister, 
Qian Qtehen, whom she de- 


scribed as all in “deep mourn- 
ing". 

A US official said Mr Jiang 
was “quite sombre, appropri- 
ately so”. However, the oficial 
added: “I thought he looked 
quite confident, and quite sure 
of himself." 

In a rare indication that the 
Chinese president might part- 
ly write his own speeches, the 
official said: “President Jiang 
talked at length about the lega- 
cy of Deng Xiaoping, about the 
memorial service, and the fact 
that he would be giving the pri- 


mary address, and how hard 
he’d been working on it and 
how much he'd been thinking 
about it." 

Ms Albright said she had ex- 
pected that her visit would be 
cancelled, coming as it did on 
the day Mr Deng was cremat- 
ed and on the eve of this morn- 
ing’s memorial gathering. 

The fact it went ahead was 
“a very important sig n of their 
desire to pursue the US rela- 
tionship and the continuity 
within it", she said. 

Ms Albright was scheduled 


Portillo in Hong Kong rush job 


to fly out of China early today 
so as to be out of the country 
before the start of the memo- 
rial service for Mr Deng, to 
which no foreign dignitaries 
have been invited. 

The. Secretary of State said 
she had been received “with the 
greatest kindness and inter- 
est", but there was clearly lit- 
tle rime for any substantive 
progress on the many problems 
- human rights, market access, 
Taiwan, weapons sales - which 
beset the bilateral relation- 
ship. However, the improved 


tone set towards the end of last 
year has continued. 

"I am confident based on to- 
day's meetings, that the vigor- 
ous strategic dialogue that is 
developing between the US 
and China will continue." said 
Ms Albright, confirming that 
the US Vice-President. Al 
Gore, will visit Peking next 
month. 

A summit between Mr Jiang 
and President Bill Clinton ls 
likely before the end of the year, 
if the Chinese political situation 
remains stable. 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Michael Portillo, the Secretary 
of State for Defence, will to- 
morrow be making a whirlwind 
tour of Hong Kong, lasting less 
than a day. Government officials 
in the colony have been left 
wondering whether this has 
more to do with the Conserva- 
tive Party’s leadership concerns 
than the defence of the realm. 

Ostensibly, Mr Portillo will be 
in the colony as part of routine 
inspection of troop duties. 
However, he will barely have 
time to shake hands with the 
troops up near the Chinese 
border before being whisked off 
to see the remnants of the 
naval presence and the newly 
arrived Black Watch battalion 
who have barely had time to 



Tbesuspicion about political 
motives has been heightened by 
Mr Portillo’s insistence that his 


Michael Portillo: Suspicion 
over motives for his visit 

press entourage for the trip 
should consist of political cor- 
respondents rather than de- 
fence writers who would 
normally be present on occa- 
sions such as these. 

He had been scheduled for a 
three-day stay in the colony but 
the lack of a Conservative ma- 
jority in the House of Commons 
meant he needed to be present 
for a parliamentary vote yes- 


terday and will not be able 
leave London until this after- 
noon. 

From Hong Kong, he will fly 
to Brunei where Britain has 950 
troops including 600 Gurkhas, 
all paid for by the Sultan. 

The visit is also expected to 
result in the signature of a deal 
to buy up to three corvettes - 
fast but heavily aimed small 
warships of about 1,500 tons 
each, designed for policing the 
country’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone and protecting natural re- 
sources as well as possible use 
against the growing threat of 
piracy. 

The deal for the ships, their 
equipment and related t rainin g 
could be worth up to £2S0m. Al- 
though relatively small in de- 
fence terms, the timing of the 
deal is highly significant in the 
run-up to the general election 
and also to a major defence ex- 
hibition, called Idex, in Abu 
Dhabi next month. 

The United Arab Emirates 
could be in the market for a 


much bigger order - six patrol 
boats ana six corvettes. 

Ministry of Defence sources 
said Mr FortiHo was due to meet 
the Sultan during the visit on 
Thursday. Also on the agenda 
is a joint tmtitary exerrise to take 
place in April called Setia 
Kawan II, involving 2,500 
British personnel and the De- 
fence Procurement Memoran- 
dum of Understanding signed 
by the Sultan and John Major 
in 1994. 

The brevity of Mr Portillo’s 
visit to Hong Kong serves to un- 
derline a feeling of British ne- 
glect in the colony. Both 
Malcolm Riflrind, the Foreign 
Secretary, and John Prescott, 
Labour’s deputy leader, have 
truncated recent visits because 
of parliamentary pressures at 
home. 

Mr Rifkind’s visit last week 
has stirred some controversy l?e- 
cause of suggestions that he 
used his very short time In the 
colony to engage in Conserva- 
tive Party fundraising. 


However, this has been cat- 
egorically denied by Wilma 
Craxen, the vice-chairman of 
the Conservatives Abroad or- 
ganisation in Hong Kong who 
organised a cocktail reception 
for Mr Rifkind at Hong Kong's 
luxury Mandarin Hotel. 

“It was a fund-losing event," 
she said regretfully, not enough 
money was raised from the £24 
entrance fee to cover the hire 
of the room and the drinks. Mr 
Rifldnd stayed for less than half 
an hoar and the subject of par- 
ty funds was not raised. 

it is a far cry from the days 
when Hong Kong tycoons were 
among the Conservative Par- 
ty's main benefactors and John 
Major was able to walk away 
from a select dinner with the 
colony's tycoons after pledges 
of millions of pounds had been 
made. 

Those same tycoons now 
want nothing to do with any- 
thing British; their benevolence 
is strictly reserved for the in- 
coming Chinese regime. 


Pop concerts that must 
dance to a different tune 


Stephen Vines 

Is it safe for children to attend 
pop concerts featuring “sexy 
dancing and sexy costumes"? 
Definitely not, says a Hong 
Kong urban councillor, Jen- 
nifer Chow, who is proposing 
a classification system, similar 
to that used for films, so that 
parents can be warned about 
what their children might see. 

Ms Chow has discovered that 
concerts used to consist of “one 
person' singing" hut “now they 
use many new selling points 
such as sexy dancing and sexy 
costumes". 

The chief culprit appears to 
be the Hong Kong mega-star 
Leslie Cheung who has just 
completed a highly successful 
series of concerts at which he 
was seen clutching his crotch. 

This form of behaviour is not 
entirely unknown at pop 
. concerts; anyone who has at- 


tended a Madonna concert 
would be startled to learn that 
Mr Cheung was being unduly 
provocative. 

However Ms Chow says she 
has conducted a survey of 360 
parents and found Lhat 90 per 
cent were worried about what 
might be seep at a pop concert. 

Ms Chow is a member of the 
august body which recently de- 
rided that Elton John could only 
perform at an open-air pop 
concert to mark the handover 
of Hong Kong if the audience 
wore headphones so as to 
reduce the noise level. 

Hong Kong seems to have a 
problem with the performing 
arts. Films and television pro- 
grammes depicting violence 
acts in graphic detail have rou- 
tine^ been declared as suitable 
famny -entertainment whereas 
naked parts of the human body 
seem ti£gwe great offence. 

A couple of years ago the 


Q C)i 


colony's Obscene Articles Tri- 
bunal ruled that a statue of a 
naked man by the world 
renowned sculptress Dame 
Elisabeth Frink was a Class I! 
piece of work meaning it fell 
into the category of being, either 
violent, depraved or repulsive. 
The statue was allowed to re- 
main on display after the penis 
was covered with a curdboard 
fig leaf. 

Like the Elton John concert 
which was cancelled, thesiatue 
was later withdrawn. It remains 
to be seen whether Leslie Che- 
ung will also have to he with- 
drawn from alongside ahost of 

Other pop stars. Ms Chow is not 

without her critics. Ada Wong, 
another urban councillor, say? 
that Hong Kong youth face 
problems somewhat more pro- 
found than exposure to pop con- 
certs. She said her main concert 
was the freedom to perfore 
rather than the performance. 
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st lOJJOQpeople, most- 
s, have cfiedin the nino- 
aratist dvil war in the 
: Bougainville, accord- 


■ ovemment sources 
for the UN Com- 
iuaian Rights. 
Bougamyffle Rev- 
Army (BRA) de- 
iependence from 
t Guinea alter a 
jony-aunning dispute among 
indigenous landowners and the 
Australian operators of what 
was then the world's largest cop- 
per -mine, Conzinc Riotinto 
AnsfeU a. CRA, one of Aus- 
traljJ&biggest mining compa- 
mc sffi itsel f 49 p er cent owned 
by Bjfon’sKTZ. The people of 
Bot^iovOle complained that 
the fend had been stolen from 
them, and that the mine caused 
deadly pollution. 

The rebels are largely armed 
with home-made rifles, sal- 
vaged machine-guns from 
crashed Second World War air- 
craft, and even bows and arrows. 
But despite their pathetic ar- 
maments, they forced the mine 
to dose in 1989 and the gov- 
ernment army retreated from 
the island nine months after 
that. The PNG army has been 
accused by natives mid human 
rights activists of atrocities rang 
ing from theburning of villages 
to rape and torture. . - 
Australian newspapers have 
reported that the government 


had approved a A$36m (£22 m) 
covert operation fofcnd the re- 
bellion. Sources in Papua New 
Guinea have confirmed that 
over the past two ^eeeks two 
Russian aircraft havt beeu ac- 
tive between Fort Moresby’s 
Jackson Airport and the north- 
ern coastal town of Wewak. 

The mercenaries, are under- 
stood to be t raining at.Moera 
Barracks near Wewaik, from 
where the offensive! on the 
BRA would be laimchpd. The 
operation could also involve the 
freeing of five soldiejts! held 
captive for six months', . 

PNG’s Prime Minister, Sir 
Julius Chan, said yesterday that 
media reports that fan govern- 
ment planned to use merce- 
naries . were inaccurate and 
sensationalist. Bat he confirmed 
that his government had hired 

SandKnw; Tntinnatvtnal tn he l p 

train gover nm ent soldiers. “Yes 
there is training going on at the 
moment, t raining for our under- 
equipped, under-trained and 
under-resourced security 
forces,” he said in a statement 

Papua New Guinea Defence 
Force CMef-of-Staff Colonel 
Jaqk That said lire latest train- 
ing was indifferent to that in- 
volving Australia, New Zealand 
and the United States. “We are 
occasionally bringing in people 
to train our guys on thense of 
new and specific equipment” 
Mr That told Reuters. 

But the reports have sparked 
a crisis in relatkM«betw«m Aus- 
tralia and PNG. “We would re- 
gard the use of mercenaries as 
an extremely unwelcome de- 


Rebels have defeated troops Dke (toft) the sharpshooter gkiardbqf copper-mine offices (Foppertbto). Right the King’s Road HQ of Sandllne International 

.vdopment in the South Padf- Downer said he bad urged “I will use any vehicle which is Julius Chan and to other min- traha as absolutely disastrous." questions among donor coun- 

ic,”AnstraBan Prime Minister PNG last week not to rise mer- reasonable that T possibly can isters ... was that if there was a Poverty-stricken Papua New tries and institutions. However, 

John Howard told parliament cenaries, adding such a move to try to stop this operation go- resumption of any military Guinea’s willingness to commit the Prime Minister said Australia 

yesterday. : • • would significantly da m a g e the ing ahead,” he said. activity on Bougainville, then A$27ra in funds to a secret mil- would not threaten to cut off its 

Foreign Minister Alexander country’s international standing. “What I made dear to Sir it would be regarded by Aus- itaiy adventure is bound to raise AS320m aid programme. 


significant shorts 


Jewish leader says 
Rifkind row blown up 

Jgnatz Bubis, leader of Germany’s Jewish communhy, said 
British outrage over a German newspaper reference to 
the Foreign Secretary, Malcolm Rifkmd, as a Jew was 
overdone. The FrxmkfitTterAllgemeine Zdtung’s mention of 
Mr Rifkind’s background may have sounded worse to 
English-speakers than German-speakers. “In ... German. 
... it depends on the context. And in fbe context of the 
FAZ article, that was dearly not the case.” The journalist 
was trying to point to an irony about Mr R ifkin d quoting 
Luther, added Mr Bubis. “It was perhaps an unfortunate 
choice of words, hut the reaction is completely 
overdone.” Rwrter- Boon 

Demon for fashion 

A French woman was given a one-year suspended 
sentence and told to pay dama ges forharassing the 
designer Rico Rabanne by accusing him of satanic powers. 
Rabanne, who has written on the supernatural, said 
Josianne Pasquder went to his boutique, trying to dissuade 
clients from entering “Satan’s den”. Reuter — Paris 

Sex-for-visas row rocks Taipei 

Allegations by the former head of Washington's de facto' 
embassy in Taipei that staff extorted sex and money from 
visa applicants swept Taiwan. James Wood said staff took 
bribes, $5m (£3.1m) in visa fees was missing and an 
investigator forced at least one applicant to trade sex for a 
visa approval. Router — Taipei 

Russian peace-keepers killed 

Georgia condemned a blast in the breakaway Abkhazia 
regkmwhicb killed three Russian peace-keepers. The 
head of the Russian mission blamed Georgian 
“terrorists". The incident occurred when anannoured 
troop carrier hit a mine. Reuter - Tbilisi 

Pyramid scam propped party 

One of Albania’s collapsed pyramid s^emespaid 550,000 
f £3 1,250) to the governing Democratic Party before 
elections in May, according to the state ^bolters office. 

depositors their savings and led tojmrest and rafts forthe 
gSSroment to resigns responsibility. AP- Tirana 
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Professor 

D. A. Heath 


D. A_ Heath wag the distin- 
guished George Holt Professor 
of Pathology at Liverpool Uni- 
versity for 25 years, from 1968 
to 1993. During th&tixne he stim- 
ulated research into many as- 
pects of heart and long disease, 
stretching from the Andes of 
South America to the intricacies 
of heart-lung transplantation. 

Donald Heath was bom in 
Henley-on-Thames in 1928 and 
educated at Henley Grammar 
School. He entered medical 
school at Sheffield University 
immediately after ‘the Second 
World War. Although this was 
a period of austerity, he always 
spoke of his time at Sheffield 
with great affection. Even in 
those early days his at times 
acerbic academic character was 



HeattU pulmonary circulation 

firmly moulded. When a fellow 
undergraduate, discussing the 
whale meat which regularly ap- 
peared on the university menu, 
commented ‘'This fish stinks", 
his only rejoinder was ‘Any fool 
knows a whale is' a mamma].'* 
Following graduation. Heath's 
chosen career was in cardiolo- 
gy and he was fortunate to be ap- 
pointed in 1953 to the recently 
created Regional Cardiovascu- 
lar Centre at the City 'General 
Hospital, now the Northern 
Hospital in Sheffield. There, as 
a young man. he was faced with 
the responsibility of caring for 
patienis who were often very ill. 
Most were blue, breathless and 
suffering from high blood pres- 
sure within their lungs- Some 
were infants and children with 
congenital heart disease while 
otheis were middle-aged men 
who had been miners or steel- 


woikeis. Asastudem Heath had 
been taught that diseases of the 
bean affect the lungs and vice 
versa; and that the channel 
through which this takes place 
is the pulmonary circulation. 
He was puzzled as to what were 
the changes in the pulmonary cir- 
culation which so profoundly in- 
fluenced the clinical picture, 
treatment and prognosis of the 
patients. At the time, the med- 
ical profession as a whole was 
equally ignorant, 

A Leverhulme Research Fel- 
lowship of the Royal College of 
Physicians allowed Heath the 
lime to begin study of the pul- 
monary dreuiation. This was 
followed tty a temporary lec- 
tureship in pathology which 
took him, in 1956, to the De- 
partment of Pathology at Birm- 
ingham University. 

During his first year here he 
was awarded a Rockefeller Trav- 
elling Fellowship from the Med- 
ical Research Council, which 
enabled him to spend a year un- 
der the stimulating tuition of Dr 
Jesse Edwards at the Mayo 
Oink in Rochester, in the Unit- 
ed States. The ctinic was a lead- 
ing international centre in the 
emerging field of heart surgery. 
It proved to be a decisive year. 
Heath never found his way back 
to cardiology. He stayed at 
Birmingham for 12 years, the last 
four as Reader in Pathology. 

In 1968, he was appointed to 
the George Holt Qiair of 
Pathology at Liverpool. He was 
to prove a staunch champion of 
iris department and of the uni- 
versity. In his early days there he 
devoted much time and energy 
to the successful transfer of the 
pathology department from the 
university campus to the new 
Royal Liverpool Hospital whilst 
accommodating the increasing 
requirements of faculty, uni- 
versity and NHS administration. 
In teaching, his fondness for 
prowling around the lecture 
theatre using the board point- 
er like some kind of medieval 
lance soon taught students there 
was no safety in the back row. 

It is, however, in academic re- 
search that Heath made his in- 
ternational contribution to the 
field erf pathology. He had an un- 
shakeaMe belief in the funda- 
mental importance of academic 


endeavour. When he came to 
Liverpool he was the author of 
some 100 papers and several 
books: The Human Pulmonary 
Circulation (1962), written with 
Professor Peter Harris, became 
a standard ten. When Heath re- 
tired in 1993 this number had 
risen to over 300 papers and sev- 
eral more books. His interests 
continued to expand to indude 
work on the carotid body and 
particularly the study of the bi- 
ology of high altitude. He fust 
visited the Peruvian Andes in 
1965, with Peter Harris, his 
friend and colleague, as part of 
their studyof the pulmonary cir- 
culation. These visits continued 
for the ocxi 24 years, to both the 
Andes and the Himalayas. 

Heath was unquestionably a 
dedicated academician. His last 
paper. ‘Travellers on a Hidden 
River", was accepted for pub- 
lication on 13 January 1997. In 
November 1996 the book H'tgfr 
Altitude Medicine and Patholo- 
gy, on which he and 2 collabo- 
rated, received an award indie 
BMA Book Competition for 
1996. Both gave Heath consid- 
erable pleasure, despite his de- 
clining health. His zest for 
fieldwork never abated, and 
during the summer of 1996 he 
was the driving force behind 
work undertaken in Bolivia. 

An insight into Donald 
Heath's enthusiasms may be 
gained from the opening sen- 
tences of a contribution he 
made in 1993 to the medical 
journal Thorax: 

The well-ordered life of a patholo- 
gist cao be disrupted if he falls into 
the hands of adventurous clinicians. 
I was never meant by build or incli- 
nation 10 cavort in mmimaiiK at 
altitude but my long association with 
Peter Harris determined otherwise. 

It proved also to be a mutu- 
ally stimulating and fruitful din- 
icopalho logical relationship 
which brought great distinction 
to both of them and their re- 
spective academic institutions. 

David Williams 

Donald Albert Heath, pathologist: 
bom Henley-on-Thames, Ox- 
fordshire 4 May 1928; George 
Holt Professor of Pathology, Liv- 
erpool Unh ersity 1968-93; died 
Southport. Lancashire 10 Feb- 
ruary 1997. 


David Segal 



John Irwin 


One of the most popular figures 
in English Yiddish theatre for 
nearly 50 years was the splen- 
did character actor David Segal. 

He found his true metier and 
great popularity in comedy char- 
acter roles. His entrance was al- 
ways greeted by a warm round 
of applause, which would later 
erupt into gales of laughter. 

Playing in weekly repertoty, 
it would have been easy for him 
to impose the persona of David 
Segal on to the stock comedy 
characters that were part of the 
repertoire. Instead, be chose to 
immerse himself in the charac- 
ter he was playing and woilld 
transform himself into the hen- 
pecked husband, the put-upon 
beadle of the local synagogue, 
or the busybody matchmaker. 

Segal had received his train- 
ing in classical Yiddish theatre 
and could acquit himself acL 
mirably in many of the classic 
roles of the repertoire. Panic-- 
uiar highlights of his work were 
Hershele, the Scribe in Gordin's! 
God. Man and Devil, the Rab- 
bi in Anski's The Dybbuck and : 
what the press described as **a 
towering performance" in the 
Sholem Aleiche Centenary pro- 
duction of Hard to be a Jew. He 
won great acclaim when playing 
the title role in the Yiddish pro- 
duction of The Merchant of 
Venice in 1946. 


Segal’s great versatility was 
helped by his mastery of the art 
of make-up. This was extraor- 
dinary. as he was colour-blind 
and could only choose the cor- 
rect colour by checking the 
numbers on his make-up sticks. 

David Segal was bom in Vil- 
na, Poland, into a family with no 
theatrical background, but his 
love of the Yiddish language 
and the theatre led him to join 
an amateur group as a teenag- 
er and he became a professional 
actor in his early twenties. He 
toured Poland with the leading 
Yiddish actors of the day and 
from 1928 until 1933 appeared 
in Romania along with his wife, 
the actress Meta Segal. 

They both arrived in London 


Jufie Admits and Ben Chapman in tftt> Essen-scripted Orarturs ftvm the Black Lagoon, 1954 Photograph: Kobal 


Harry Essex 



Segal: Hie art of make-up 


in 1933 as members of the 
Pavilion Theatre company, un- 
der the aegjs of the actress/man- 
ager Madam Fanny Waxman. 
These were the final perfor- 
mances of Yiddish theatre at the 
Pavilion before it closed later 
that year. With Fanny Wax- 
man's company, the Segals 
toured the provinces and later 
appeared in Belgium, alongside 
such luminaries as Jacob Ben 
Ami and Berta Gersten. 

David Segal later became a 
member of the Yiddish Na- 
tional Theatre, in the East End 
of London, under the artistic di- 
rection of Meier Tzelniker, 
with whom he later successful- 
ly toured South Africa. 

The outbreak of the Second 
World War found Segal on the 
sea voyage back to England, 
where he and his wife decided 
to make their permanent home. 
He joined the company at the 
Grand Palais, where he worked 
until the theatre closed in the 
early Sixties, and then toured 
with the company, which went 
on to operate on a mobile ba- 
sis. He continued to work un- 
til his 80th year. 

Bernard Mendekrritcfa 

David Scgpl, actor bom I'ilna, 
Poland 22 October 1901; married 
Meta Skniesna (died 1982); died 
London 6 February 1997. 


Shortly before memorably cool- 
ing herself by standing over a 
subway grating in Billy Wilder's 
The Seven Year Itch (1955), the 
nameless "Girl Upstairs" (Mar- 
ilyn Monroe) told her escort 

S un Ewell) how sorry she felt 
: the leading character in the 
film they had just seen: the 
hideous, slimy Creature from 
the Black Lagoon. Harry Essex, 
one of the screenwriters who 
brought this monstrous but 
somehow appealing half-man, 
half-fish to the screen, was also 
responsible for another 1950s 
science fiction classic: 

Born in New York City, Es- 
sex wanted to be a writer from 
early boyhood. After graduat- 
ing from St John's University in 
1936, he did welfare work by 
day. while writing for the 
theatre by night. His play Some- 
thing for Notliing was produced 
on Broadway in 1937. He went 
to Hollywood in the early 1940s, 
and was starting to do well in 
Dims when wartime service 
intervened. 

After demobilisation from 
the US Army Signal Corps, he 
and Martin Rackin wrote Des- 
perate (1947), a taut thriller di- 
rected by Anthony Mann. In 
Essex's screenplay for Frightened 
City (1950), smallpox was un- 
knowingly carried around New 
York by a smuggler (Evelyn 
Keyes). Unfortunately, while 


the film was still in production, 
20th Century-Fax released An- 
te in the Streets, in which pneu- 
monic plague was unknowingly 
carried around New Orleans by 
a murderer (Jack Palance); 
consequently. Frightened City 
was shelved for nearly a year. 

Essex co-wrote Universal’s 
The Fat Man (1951), which 
starred J. Scott Smart as the 
obese detective Brad Runyon, 
a role he bad played on radio 
since 1946. The series was de- 
veloped especially for radio by 
Ddshieli Hammett, creator of 
77ie Thin Man, but as be had just 
been jailed for refusing to 
co-operate with the House of 
Representatives' Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Ham- 
mett’s name was conspicuous by 
its absence, on the screen cred- 
its of The Flat Man. Another agrr 
of those paranoid times was that 
Essex and Earl Felton received 
screenplay credit on The Las \e- 
gus Story (1952), but not their co- 
writer Paul Jarrico, who had 
been blacklisted. 

Essex directed four films, 
beginning with Mickey Spy- 
lane's /, the Jury (1953), which 
he also wrote. That same year, 
he adapted Ray Bradbury’s sto- 
ty “The Meteor" as It Came 
from Outer Space, in which, 
unusually, the bug-eyed aliens 
weren’t bent on world con- 
quest, but were only on earth 


The work of a devotee, said an 

Indian sage, brings glory to 
knowledge and makes him the 
cosmic yogi. 

John Irwin may have known 
such mottoes during his re- 
searches m . Indian arts and 
dining his 19-year tenure as 
Keeper of the Indian Section at 
the Victoria and Albert Muse- 
um, but he fanqgbt To his find- 
ings the pragmatism of his 
English temperament: he re- 
lated all abstruse ideas to con- 
crete facts. Apart from his 
principal texts cm Indian arts* he 
was able to communicate lus 
knowledge in eloquent writing 
and. the spoken word to both 
learned and lay audiences. 

Bom in Madras in 1917, the 
son of a coffee planter, he was 
educated from early childhood 
in England, at Canfon! School, 
in Dorset He then chose to be 
a journalist, working for varions 


visits to Sarnalh. in 
Pradesh, to sec the J' 1 "*™ 
shrine of the Stupa of the Bw- 

MlfiSiTw 

mon, made such a grcf 1 
t opon 1mm th 3 * 


long enough to repair their 
spaceship. With the same pro- 
duction team, Essex co-wrote 
The Creature fiom the Black La- 
goon the following year. 

He wrote such westerns as 
Wyoming Mail (1950), Raw Edge 
(1956), The Lonely Man (1957), 
and John Wayne’s The Sons 
of Katie Elder (1965), in which 
four straight-shootin' brothers 
avenged the family honour. Be- 
cause Essex shared script cred- 
it with Talbot Jennings, Allan 
Weiss, and William H. Wright, 
one critic wondered if each El- 
der sibling had his own writer. 

In the 1950s he wrote televi- 
sion scripts for PhUco TV Play- 
house and Playhouse 90, and in 
the 1960s far 27te Untouch- 
ables. Heafeo wrote many plays, 
novels and short stories. 

■" In 1954. When his/, the Jury, 
ItCcmefitm Outer Space, Dev- 
il's Canyon , The Creature from 
the Black Lagoon and Southwest 
Passage - all 3-dimensional 
films - were on release, a Hol- 
lywood trade paper quipped, 
“Harry Essex has so many 3-D 
pictures out, you have to wear 
special glasses to see him". 

Dick Vosbnrgh 

Harry J. Essex , screenwriter, di- 
rector, playwright: bom New York 
29 November 1910; (one son, one 
daughter); died Los Angeles 6 
February 1997. 


Invfn: incHan taxtfies 


under the radical 
editor Kiqgsley Martin. 

On the declaration of war 
in 1939. he joined, as sub- 
lieutenant, the Gordon High- 
landers, where he was promot- 
ed to the rank of captain. He 
was demobilised in 1942 when 
he injured a leg wh3e framing 
a company in motorcycle riding; 
thi< made him limp slightly in 
later years. 

Intelligent, aware of the var- 
ious facets of Indian life, and 
with liberal humanist predilec- 
tions, he was chosen in 1942 to 
be ADC to the Governor of 
Bengal, Sir Richard Casey. 
Irwin had the advantage of 
sharing with Mrs Casey, an un- 
usually cultured colonial lady, 
his own finding s about creative 
activities in BengaL 
He frequently visited the stu- 
dio of the folk painter Jamini 
Roy and, in collaboration with 
the young progressive poet 
Bisbnu Dey. he wrote the first 
book on this legendary artist. 
Jamini Roy (1944). 

This brought him mio contact 
wiffi leading figures m Indian art 
histoiy: Dr Stella Knunrisch, the 
doyenne of Indian art histoiy. 
Professor Nihar Ranjan Ray. of 
Calcutta University, and Pro- 
fessor Shahid Surawardy. Irwin 


was deeply impressed by the 
2nd-century BC sculptures of 
Barfrnt and some Asokan relics 
which he saw in the Calcutta 
museum. 

He toured the alleged birth- 
place of Buddha in Lumini, be- 
low Nepal where he admired 
the inscribed Asokan pillars, put 
up by the Maharaja Asoka, a 
Buddhist convert. Subsequent 



the cJasstc Sarnalh image oi 
Buddha was another jmage , 
which made him turn, aram ami 

aeairk w the xnasiery of sculp- 
tural fonn achieved m thfi fa** 
six centuries AD in India- 

Like EJB. Havcll anil Anan- 
da Coomaraswaray. who had 

penetrated into the deeper 

foundations of Indian emit cul- 
tnre, Irwin became absorbed, es- 
pecially through the craft ot 

Bengali weavers m the exquis- 
ite colours of Indian textiles . Be- 
fore be returned to Britain in 
1945. Irwin had taken down 
many research notes which 
were to be worked upon during 
leisure horns after his arduous 
frtrigg as Assistant Keeper front 
1946 in the Indian Section of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 
These researches later reroltet 
in two exquisite books. Kashnu 
Shawls (1955) and Origins a 
Chine (1970). 

As a pioneer in the area c 
textiles research, Irwin was ir 
vtted by the organisers of th 
Calico Museum in Ahmat 
abaii, Gauiam and Grra Sural 
hai, to help to catalogue ti 
finest collection of Indian te 
tiles. This connection brougl 
him to India several times ar 
he edited the books Indie 
Painted and Printed Fabri- 
(1971) and Indian Embroider! 
(1973). These are prcciot 
records of the unexcelli 
weavers 1 and dyers’ crafts 
India. 

Apart from Irwin's duties 
the V&A. in 1947-4S he o 
ganised the Royal Academy 
“Winter Exhibition of the As 
of India and Pakistan*' ar 
wrote the introduction to tl 
catalogue, which greatly e 
tended the appredation'of I: 
dian heritage. 

Irwin, unlike many schola 
based in the library or museur 
devoted most of his tin- 
after retirement to lecmrin 
in Britain, India and the Uni 
ed States, holding questioi 
and -answer sessions, to ra| 
audiences. 

The affability of John Ii 
win's tempera mem and his a 
parity for communicalin 
warmth built up many frienc 
ships between him and Indian: 
in the new cultural life friend 
ships could be realised betwee? 
Indian and Englishman no 
achieved in the earlier period o 
E.M. Forster and A Passage i< 
India. 

Mulk Raj Anajjt 

John Conran Irwin, muscun 
curator, bom Madras 5 Augus 
1917; Private Secretary to thi 
Governor of Bengal 1942-45. 
Assistant Keeper; Indian Sec- 
tion, Victoria and Albert Muse- 
um 1945-59, Keeper 1959-71: 

( with responsibility for Oriental 
Department 1970-78); marriea 
1947 Helen Scott (nee Fletcher, 
three sons); died 23 Januan 
1997. 


Lois Marshall 


Despite being partially paral- 
ysed as the result of polio, the 
Canadian soprano Lois Mar- 
shall had a successful career, 
spanning more than 25 years, as 
a concert singer. She sang in the 
United States, Western Europe 
and Russia, as well as in her na- 
tive Canada, under the baton of 
conductors such as Arturo 
Toscanini and Sir Thomas 
Beecham. with both of whom 
she made recordings. A fine mu- 
sician, she had a sweet-toned, 
lyric soprano voice of unusual 
flexibility. Although she ap- 
peared a few times in opera, the 
concert hall remained her chief 
sphere of activity. 


Marshal] was bom in Tbron- 
to, and began her vocal studies 
there at an earty age, first with 
Weldon KObura, and then with - 
Emmy Heim. She first came to. 
public notice in 1949, when 
she sang in Bach’s St Matthew 
Passion with the Ibronto Sym- 
phony Orchestra, conducted 
by Sir Ernest MacMillan. In 
1952 she went to New York, 
where she won the Naumbuig 
Award. This led to a concert in 
the Tbwn Hall, as a result of 
which she was engaged by 
Toscanini for his 1953 NBC 
broadcast of Beethoven's Mis- 
sa Solemnis , and for the subse- 
quent recording of the work. 


Although the Italian maestro's 
interpretation of Beethoven's 
masterpiece was not to every- 
body’s taste, this recording of 
the Missa Solemnis was an 
enormous success, and estab- 
lished Lois Marshall as a well- 
known figure in the musical 
world. 

After a long tour of the Unit- 
ed States, in 1956 Marshall 
came to England, making her 
London d£bul in a conceit with 
the Royal Philharmonic con- 
ducted by Thomas Beecham. 
She also made a complete 
recording of Mozart’s Die Ent- 
fuhring auf dem Serail with 
Beecham, in which she sang 


Konstanze. This should have 
been an ideal role for the so- 
prano, who had all the power 
and the flexibility of voice re- 
quired for Kxmstanze’s music, 
in particular the aria “Martera 
aller Alien", but her perfor- 
mance, though very well sung, 
is curiously undramatic. On 
leaving England, Marshall gave 
concerts in Amsterdam, Brus- 
sels and Hamburg. In 1957 she 
sang at the Edinburgh Festival, 
and took part in a performance 
of Handel's Messiah in Dublin. 

Marshall’s operatic perfor- 
mances included the Queen of 
Night in Die Zauberfl&e, Don- 
na Anna in Dan Giovanni and 


the title role of Massenet’ 
Ther&se in Toronto; Mimi in L 
Boheme and Ibsca in Bos tor 
and Ellen Orford in a CBi 
Television production of Brii 
ten's Peter Grimes. She gav 
popular duet recitals with Mai 
reen Forrester, the Canadia 
contralto, and towards the en 
of her singing career she berse 
took on mezzo and contrafr 
pans. From 1976 she taugi 
voice in the Faculty of Music: 
the University of loronto. 

Elizabeth Forbc 

Lois Catherine Marshall singe, 
bom Toronto 29 January 192- 
died Toronto 20 February 199. 
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DEATHS 

HOLUNGS: The Rev Michael 
Richard. MC MBE MA. on 21 Feb- 
ruary 1 9V7. peacefully. a long ill- 
ne<s. Funeral Mass on Friday 28 
February, at Westmiosier Cathedral, 
at llam; Principal Celebrant Cardi- 
nal G.B. Home OSB. Vigil Mass on 
Thursday 27 February, at St Marv of 
the Angels. Bayswatej, at 6J0pm. RIP 
No flowers. 

MARSHALL: Josephine free Chari- 
ion|. of Barguiliean. Argyll, and 
Hong Kong, and formerly oi ClinKton . 

Surrey, on 22 February 1997. at the 
tender age of 34. in hospital in Oban, 
peacefully and with great serenity, af- 
ter a three-month illness, borne with 
enormous courage and fortitude. 
Most dearly bekrved wife of Antho- 
ny Robin, daughter of DarwtJl and tbs 
late Jennifer Charlton, granddaugh- 
ter of Betty Mncdooald and sister of 
Martin, Anne and Nicholas, step- 
daughter of Angela Chariton: and 
most loving and devoted Mummy In 
Everest and Charles. Funeral at St 
John's Cathedral, Oban, on 1 March 
at 1pm. followed by burial aiTaymiilL 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Family flowers only. Donations, if de- 
sired. to Memorial Fund, c/a D. & A. 
Munn, Oban (telephone 01631 
362562). to whom any enquiries may 
; bo addressed. 

WRIGHT. Austin isculplor). aged 85 
years, died peacefully on22 February 
i at Mcadowficlds Community Unit. 
, York. Private Cremation on 26 Feb- 
] ruaiy. Memorial Service to be held at 
j All 5aints' Church, The Green. Up- 
; per Poppleion, York, on Wednesday 
12 Man* at 2J0pm. Demotions in lieu 
of flowers may be made either to York 
' University Young Musicians Fund at 
the Yorkshire Sculpture Part. 

for Gazette BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
2011 or fax to 0171-293 2010. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Dame Myra Hess, pianist. 
1890-, Zgppo (Herbert) Mare, co- 
median and actor, 1901; Anthony 
Burgess, writer. 1917. Deaths Sir 
Christopher Wren, architect 1723; 
Tennessee Williams, playwright, 
1983. On this day: Queen Elizabeth 
I was excommunicated by Pope Pius 
V. 1570. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Caesarius of Nazionzen. St Calixlo 
Coravaiio, St Eihelbert of Kent, Si 
Gerbnd, Si Louis Venigb'a, St Tara- 


siufsSl Victorinus of Corinth and his 
Companions and Si Walburga. 

Dinners 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor Bt MR Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affaire, hosted a dinner 
yesterday evening at the House of 
Commons. London SW1, in honour 
of Mr Ljubomir Frdtovski, Foreign 
Minister of Macedonia. 


Birthdays 

Miss Elfcie Brooks, singer, 52; Mr 
Tom Courtenay, actor, 60: Lord 
CrickboweO, former chairman. Na- 
tional Rivers Authority, 63; Sir 
Antony Duff, former Deputy Secre- 
tary, Cabinet Office, 77; Lord Gill, 
a Senator of the College of Justice 
in Scotland, 55; Sir Alexander Gor- 
don. architect. 80: Mr George Han- 
ison, musician, 54; Mr^ Tboy Uoyd MR 
47; Dr Harvey McGregor QC, for- 
mer Warden, New College, Oxford, 
71; Mr Frederic MullaQy, nweiist, 77; 
Dr Lewis Moonie MR 50; Mr Robert 
Neame, brewer, 63; Maj-Geo Sir 
Laurence New, former Lieutenant- 

Governor of the isle of Mas, 65; Sir 
Roger Parker, a former Lord Justice 
of Appeal 74; Mr Geoige Paul, 
chairman, Norwich Union Insur- 
ance, 57; Sir David Puttnam, fihn 
producer. 56; Lt-Col John Stephen- 
son. former Secretary, MCC, 66; Pro- 
fessor Sir Stewart Sutherland, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor. Ed- 
inburgh University, 56; Mr Anthony 
Vfcrity. former Master, Dulwich Col- 
lege. 5S; Sir Michael WbcCtcr-Boolfa, 
Clerk of the Parliaments, 63; Marshal 
of the RAF Sir Keith WHliarnson, for- 
mer Chief of the Air Staff, 69. 

ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

He Qn> rcectna ibe ProWenl of Ihc muc or b- 
racL VL^Tico WofBU. mi Mb Wcbsbb. am 
ihrti Sine VmL IV rttan ftctUna. BMU 
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Prosecution of sado-masochists necessary in a democracy 


RpL LuAktfl tv 

Changing of the Guard 

TJX IbmteiM Cmbi Mramcd Rcpnca mK 
Ihc Oncol Lit Gbi 01 Hon Co*. 1 loo- 


Lnskey and others v United 
Kingdom; European Court of 
Hitman Rights; 19 February 1997 

Tbe prosecution of members of 
a group of sado-masochistic ho- 
mosexuals for offences of as- 
sault and wounding, despite the 

fact that in each case the “vic- 
tims" had consented to the de- 
liberate infliction of pain, did 
not consitute an unjustifiable 
interference with their right to 
respect for their private lives, 
contrary to article 8 of tbe Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights, since such interference 
was “necessary in a democrat- 
ic society" for “the protection 
of health*. 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights unanimously held 
that there had been no viola- 
tion of artide S of the Con- 
vention in the cases of Colin 
Laskey, Roland Jaggard and 
Anthony Brown. 

The applicants were mem- 
bers of a group of homosexu- 
al men who took part in 
sado-masochistic activities, in- 
volving maltreatment of the 
genitals, ritualistic beating and 


LAW REPORT 


branding; These activities were 
consensual and took place in 
private between men of fuD age. 
The infliction of pain was sub- 
ject to certain rules, including 
the use of a codeword to call a 
halt to any activity, and no per- 
manent injury or infection was 
caused. 

The group’s members made 
videos of these events for pri- 
vate use, and some of the tapes 
fell into the hands of tbe police. 
The applicants were charged 
with various offences including 
causing bodily harm and 
wounding contrary to sections 
47 and -20 of the Offences 
Against the Person Act 1861. 

After the judge rejected their 
argument that their consent to 
the assaults provided them 
with a defence to the charges, 
they pleaded guilty and were 
sentenced to between one and 
three years' imprisonment. Hie 
Court of Appeal ([1992] QB 
491) upheld the convictions 
but reduced their sentences. 


26 February 1997 1 

The House of Lords ([1994j 1 
AC 212) by a majority also dis- 
missed their appeals, taking the 
view that a victim’s consent was 
no defence to a charge under 
the 1861 Act and that it would 
not be in the public interest to 
create an exception for sado- 
masochistic activity. 

The applicants contended 
that their convictions consti- 
tuted a violation of rights guar- 
anteed by article 8 of the 
Convention, which provides: 

L Everyone has the right to respect 
for his private and family life, his 
home and his correspondence. 

2. There shall be no interference by 
e public authority with the exercise of 
tins right except such as is in accor- 
dance with the law and is necessary 
in a democratic society in tbe inter- 
ests of national securin', pub& safe- 
ty or Ihc economic well-being or the 
country, for tbe prevention of disor- 
der or crime, for the protection of 
health or morals, or far the pr otecti on 
of tbe rights and freedoms of others. 


ground that the criminal pro- 
ceedings against the applicants 
constituted an “interference 
by a public authority" with 
their nght to respect for private 
life, that the interference was 
“in accordance with the law" 
and that it pursued a Iggitimgi-p 
aim, namely that of “protection 
of health or morals”. The only 
issue was whether the inter- 
ference was “necessary in a de- 
mocratic society". 


The European Court of Human 
Rights said it was common 


nificant degree of injury and 
wounding. Furthermore, state 
authorities were entitled to 
consider not only the actual 
harm but also the potential for 
more serious injury inherent in 
the activities. 

There was no evidence to 


entitled to regulate the 
infliction of physical harm 
through the criminal law. The 
determination of the tolerable 
level of harm where the victim 
consented was primarily a mat- 
ter for tije state’s authorities. 

Tbe court was not persuad- 
ed that the applicants’ behav- 
iour belonged oedusively to the 
sphere of their private moral- 


the state’s intervention. It 
was evident .that the appli- 
cants’ activities involved a sig- 


homosexnais. The majority of 
the House of Lords had based 
their decision on the extreme 
nature of the practices. 

The reasons ^ven by the na- 
tional authorities to justify the 
interference were relevant and 
sufficient. Nor, given the degree 
of organisation involved, the 
limited number of charges fi- 
nally included in the prosecu- 
tion case, and the reduced 
sentences imposed on appeal, 
could the interference be 
regarded as disproportionate. 

The national authorities were 
entitled to consider the inter- 
ference “necessary in a demo- 
cratic society” for the protection 
of health and there had been no 
violation of the Convention. 

FSuil Mag r a tfa , Barrister 







iSMv i'i 


■liLEjv 


<>M J o* l&P 


J^T ^ |;« |i Ml v >. 

* **“*« S h»iTi «t. . *“' *l‘!|\l, * a f|U, ll \ 

■'.irij,_ *'■ i_ *> h. 


l'*?"** 


-.* ?v *>•» 

cjssjS 

\£« »ug& 

fcSSSi 


r'F&si 

utr ■ !nj ^ 

,n * '*-VnNraL 

■ *"•*:.■ .iru htiah- 

;;;:v: , :' , . : . r 

: ■ ;■■ E .7*aa8 

r^'S*** 

Y^..s-::V!.te ! » J 5 l , 

*'.“•■ -'• .‘(is; 

• s: \' .-'’..'“ut.: :o 
■'■■ Jn.lwjC3-5L« 

8 .V/^saj 

;• •:• • t. 

•::^ , - : :ii-. ,.:i2 


^ ww 

■•*•":" s "*>'■■? y~z:z 

•■ : 1 ■l' ■'.■'.A. is 

■■■ ”• : •»' \ '.iJx&t 
, : •• . ‘.! ..r u f nCii>^!I! 

f M } -r.rsrJiie 


...: >: < .— . >SC 
.-. • M±t:t 

. ’ m V •] 

* *• ■ i"» '■ 

■ »• . :• * < 14 .i- 1" 

!-• ...: • A.r;r 

,:-i <>*t 

•. ;■■,•- ‘v An;*-* 

v.-. .. .. 

• * ••■ ■’ *• •• * * r _, 


Vi-' 

Y.Z’ 

• . J/’ :.*«?*! 

* ■%“ r ■ ■ 
1 ‘ " ’ — ... **$ 

' v.i 


u 


Flltf** 1 


THE INDEPENDENT * TTTRgnAY 9x Pirarem T?v 1007 


1a 

the leader page 


H dny, under the covers. The 
Blairs were out visiting the side 
people of Merseyside yesterday, 
inaugurating a season during which 
hospital patients op and down the 
land face sudden conscription as extras 
in party political hospital drama. But 
if the anecdotes from the Wiiral South 

campaign, together with polling evi- 
dence, hold water, patients will wel- 
come their Labour visitors with more 
enthusiasm than Ibries (liberal Demo- 
crats being above such dungs as invad- 
ing hospitals). Health is Labour’s issue. 

Nothing government minister s Can. 
do or say, however sincerely, seems to 
dislodge Labour’s hold oh healths- not 
evenrecoflections of the Winter of Dis- 
content, or the fact that of the ^years’ 
existence of the NHS, the Ibxies have 
presided over 35. Under the Tbries'as 
much as under Labour, health spend- 
ing has risen continuously, despite Mrs 
Thatcher and all she might have 
wished. But the Budget of November 
1996 marked a change. The Tbries have 
committed themselves to a real reduc- 
tion in health spending that is to begin 
(officially) in 1998 but (practically) 
could be felt on the wards and in the 
surgeries by this autumn. In January 
Labour formally signed up to the plan, 
at least until April 1998. Perhaps it is 
no wonder health has been - to use 
Tbny Blair’s phrase- a “sleeping issue'’. 

By that he could mean three thfngg 
Thfe first is that the phoney election 


campaign basso far proceeded without 
any sfaoud-waving. It was remarkable 
last week bow new waiting-let statistics 
'were, though politically embarrassing 
for the Conservatives, passed by with- 
out much loud Labour comment. 
Labour, could flag up health deficien- 
cies at any point it chose but - see 
below -.it may well choose not to. 

■When he spoke at the weekend. 
Labour sharing; (Twfc Smith fired a' shot 
across the bows of .all those NHS trust 
chairs who have been appointed on the 
whim of Conservative secretaries of 
state. He is entircly-within hs rights, 
and would have been even if be had not 
promised (rather vaguely) to advance 
the. principle of merit' by- advertising 
such positions in the future. There is 
no need to be squeamish. The archi- 
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incl u des those trust positions, is not 
suddenly going to sink out of sight after 
the election. Labour ministers will 
haveposts to fill, and .if they did not 
occasionally glance at the party affili- 
ations of their appointees, well, they 
would be saints. 

But if Mr Smith thinks this is rele- 
vant tek health care or spending; he 
needs to think again. It is, m fact; 
almost as irrelevant as his grand 
promise to fod £1 00m worth oftrans- 
ferable funds by delayering NHS 
bureaucracy. Come the election, we are 
going to see a mighty exett^ in “badge 
engineering” as, for example, nurse- 


managers are miraculously reclassi- 
fied as nurse-practitioners without a 
single extra patient getting treatment 
Mr Blair may mean that health is a 
sleqpfog issue in the sense that neither. 
Mr Smith nor his predecessor Harriet 
Harman have come up with any com- 
pelling new fmrmila for effective health 
management The Thatcher-Clarke 
reforms — GP fundholding, the quasi- 
market - are neither pernicious nor 
notably efficacious. GP fundholding 
has, in a limited number of places, 
improved health care for patients; 
elsewhere there is, as yet, no evidence 
of its positive effects. Labour pro^ 


poses tinkering ^ - a bit less market here, 
a bit more dirigisme there. Tinkering 
with NHS adnmiistration is what health 
secretaries do as a proof of their exis- 
tence; provided it is not too ambitious 
it is probably relatively harmless. 

It does not substitute for fresh Lab- 
our ideas on health care. (It is one as 
pertinent in private sector systems 
such as the American as it is here.) 
Health costs are constantly pushed up 
by expensive new therapies, giving rise 
to questions about who deserves what 
treatment; are there any distributive 
principles on which patients, profes- 
sionals and politicians can agree? 


Mr Blair certainly means the NHS is 
a sleeping issue in that he has no wish, 
this side of the election, to tell home 
truths about spending. Labour has 
enough astute academics inside its 
tent; he oertainly knows the score. 
Unless - starting at once - there is a 
huge break with the 3 per cent per year 
upwards trend in real-terms spending 
that has run fairly consistently for 
decades. Labour is set to preside over 
a growing g&p between health demands 
and budgeted cash. That gap will, 
within 18 months, amount to some 
£5bn, enough to create quite a bit of 
political flak from doctors, nurses and 
patients, let akme all those local figures 
Chris Smith has indicated he wants to 
appoint to NHS trusts. (That is three 
pence on income tax, for those souls 
still living in the era before the Iron 
Shadow Chancellor.) 

The question is not whether that 
long-run health spending trend should 
be broken - it probably ought to be, 
insofar as it is based on professional 
judgements shielded from external 
scrutiny. The feet is, it cannot be halted 
within the timetable to which Labour 
has acceded. In the longer term things 
look brighter; the financial conse- 


NHS are not so dramatic after all. 
Labour’s problem with health is short 
nm. Health will stop “sleeping” as soon 
as the election is over and dawn breaks 
over those hospital beds. The Blair gov- 


ernment could switch money into 
health, but that would mean deeper 
spending cuts elsewhere. Or else it 
means presiding over some kind of rev- 
olution in public health provision, 
smashing a spending consensus which 
even Mrs Thatcher ended up endors- 
ing. Tb vote on health this spring looks 
like having to choose between com- 
peting claims for who is most likely to 
succeed in squaring circles. 

How to stop 
spies walking 

TTlspionage is still a serious business. 
JCj It is hard, however, 10 be entirety po- 
faced about the annual shoe cupboard 
inspection for our spies which Tom 
King's oversight committee seamed to be 
recommending yesterday. Money, it 
said, is what turns agents these days, and 
for some - such as the CIA traitor 
Aldrich Ames - the money is needed to 
buy shoes. But the Government needs 
to think about money for intelligence 
staff. GCHQ, its own communications 
headquarters, is having difficulty recruit- 
ing specialist because its salaries are too 
low - and there are no unions to push 
pay up since they were expelled in the 
1980s because they were somehow sub- 
versive. It seems their absence may be a 
lot more dangerous to national security. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Parliament 
must rule on 
birth ethics 

Sir? Heather Lawrenoeasks“Canit 
realty be suggested that the rights 
of a foetus are greater than those of 
a drild with a life threatening but 
curable medical complairi£7* 
(Letters, 21 February). Talking erf J 
Tights” confuses the issue of 
whether the mother of a foetus 
which is 1 about to be boom and 
which is capable of living an 
independent existence owes a duty 
(whether to the foetus or society) 
which is proper justification for 
allowing doctors to perfonn a 
Caesarean operation without her 
consent, as-in die Ms S case: yj- - 
WheiherornotsudhathityiS' 
recognised is a matter for the 
courts but whether or not it should ' 
exist is a matter for PariiamenL 
Undoubtedly very serious ethical 
issues are involved and judges 
should not be placed in the position 
of having to resolve them. Nine 
years ago Lord Justice Bakombe 
said: “It is intolerable bo place a 
judge in the position of having to 
make such a decision without any 
guidance as to the principles upon 
which his decision should based. If 
the law is to be extended ; .. so as to 
impose control over the mother of. 
an unborn child, then, under our 
system of parliamentary 
democracy, it is for Parliament to 
decide whether such control can be 
imposed and if so, under what 
limitations or conditions.” 

JOHN MITCHELL 
Family Law Chambers, 


London EC4 

Sin Was Rosalind Miles realty 
serious when she stated that “even 
after four, six or eight children a 
mother does not have the 
experience of a junior houseman in 
his first week on an ‘obs and gynae’ 
ward”? ("The mother of all 
battlefields”, 20 February) 

Iwasa junior house officer in 

obstetrics and gynaecolow for six 

months and I have rarety fell so 
embarrassed and uncomfortable as 
when a mother struggling in a 

labour in which I was supposedly 

assisting asked, “How maw , 

children do you have, doctorr .1 



re li ef if she were to require it: I 
cobM only try to imagine what she 
wasexperiendng. 

A good obstetrician or GP will 
always respect and listen to the 
woman’s experience. Remind 
Miles’ concern that we should be 
careful not to “rubbish the 

knowledge bank of those who 

deliver babies all day eveiy day is 
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be careful not to rubbish the 
instinctual and irreplaceable 

knowledge bank of ™othere- 
Dr LESLEY MORRISON, MRCGP, 
DRCOG 
London NJ9 

Sir: As you report (leading ailide, 
19 Febniary), the foetus 1ms no 
legal rights until born , so that m 
intervention intended to benefit 
the foetus is difficult to snpport 
legally against the mothers 
wishes. . 


wishes could be granted. 


foetus. Why should one patient 
fully capable of independent life be 
legally different from another? 
Neither can voice their opinion and 
we must assume that both would 
want to live, taking advantage of 
medical intervention, as most . 
rational adults do. 

Much of our law revolves around 
the principle that no individual's 
action should harm another. Just 
because one individual is 
temporally receiving nutrients and , 
oxygen ioade another should not 
alter this, as long as it does not 
endanger the mother’s life. ' 
JONATHAN ROUND 
St George's Hospital Medical School 
London SW17 

Sir: Ms S had over 30 weeks in 
which to make a decision about 
her, and ber unborn child’s, future. 
Sad as it seems to some of us, she . 
could have decided to terminate 
the pregnancy. However, she chose 
nottodoso. 

She should not then be able to . 
decide at a much later date to 

endanger the baby’s life. Mothers 


towardsujeirchildrOTaiidiii this 
sortofease it isnght and proper ■ 
that someone stands np for a child 
whose mother is unable or 
imwflHng to fulfil her 
responsibilities. 

ANNETOUNfc 

Dumbarton 

Strathclyde 

Sfo Your report and leading article 
co ncerning the judicial review 
proceedings involving Ms S raise, 
important J£sne£ 

However, on behalf of the 
approved stx^woiker Lotrize 
CtoDms, who is employed by 
Merton counal, J wish to correct 


some points. It is not correct that 
the section order made by the 
social worker was because of Ms S’s 
refusal to accept treatment for pre- 
eclampsia. Louize Collins made the 
order under the Mental Health Act 
because, after lengthy discussion, 
she judged that Ms S was suffering 
from a mental disorder which . 
needed further assessment. 

Your leading article then states: 
“If S turns out to have been too 
seriously ill to give informed 
consent for medical treatment, 
then the actions of the courts, 
doctore and social workers will 
have been fair enough.” The sodal 
worker played no part in the 
dftcisjnn to cany out the 
Caesarean. Her involvement 
ended once the section order for 
further assessment had been 
made. 

Finally, the leader states that - 
refusing treatment that would save 
your or year baby’s life seems crazy 
and not the behaviour of a normal 
mother. You add: “But this 
evidence is not enough to section a 
p regnan t woman under the Mental 
Health Act” 

You are, of course, correct, and 
oifr social vroriou was entirety 
aware of this. 

- Her decision was reached on 
better evidence than this and I 
would suggest it is better that we 
wait for tie outcome of the case 
rather than prejudge the 
situation. 

PETER WALTERS 

Director of Housing and Social 

Services 

LrmdonBorougttqfMerton 
Worden, Surrey 


Quality TV in 
the balance 

Sir Hamish McRae advances a 
possible, rather than probable 
future for the TV industry (“Time 
in to the last of the dinosaurs”, 19 
February). In advancing the 
“magazine rack” model of the 
relationship between viewers and 
pr ogr amm e-makers, he is missing 
thepoint 

There is no doubt that 
technological advances wfl] reduce 
production costs in some areas, but 
quality TV programming will still 
cost vastly more than the 


ML.* 1 1 •>^’ 1 ») r : 1 » 


ere will, thereftye, continue to 
be significant barriers to entry into 
this market that far outstrip those 
in the magarmp trade. 

For decades, the public has been 
used to getting very-high-quality 
programmes very cheaply. The 
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result in this diet being 
replaced by cheapty made, low- 
quality content 
The real issue however, is the 
proven public demand for quality 
programinmg-fbr the diversity 
and pluralism only provided by 
public service broadcasting. Do we 
want existing public service 
broadcasters to be eliminated by 
cite multi-channel process? Or are 
we to insist that the stales of 
Europe continue to provide the 
framework that protects 
broadcasters who invest in quality 


We need continuing investment 
in original content Should we 


allow new channels to simply suck 
in imports? Or should we address 
the huge and growing deficit 
between the European Union and 
the United States that is killing our 
jobs and threatening the veiy basis 
of our future prosperity? 

Finally, let us not forget our 
culture and social cohesion. Should 
the public have the right to see 
major national sporting events on 
free-to-airTV? Should they have 
the right to know that the 
emergency phone number is 999, 
and not 91 1 as some London 
schoolchildren now believe? 

In adopting my report on Public 
Service Broadcastingin September 
1996, the European Parliament not 
only demanded continuing support 
for public service broadcasting, it 
called upon the EU to enshrine 
such an obligation in the European 
treaties. 

CAROLE TONGUE MEP 
Socialist Group Co-ordinator on 
Media 
Ilford, Essex 


Martin Luther 
the anti-Semite 

Sro I find it odd that the Foreign 
Secretary, with his Jewish 
background, would choose to quote 
Martin Luther, who by today’s 
standards was an anti-Semite 
(“Fkom Sbytock to the Scot 
RifkmtT, 22 February). 

I was baptised and confirmed in 
the Lntheran faith and have long 
been aware that Lather’s Christian 
passion was offset by intemperate 
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remarks about Jews and others. He 
used words like a jackhammer, and 
it’s no wonder that the eventual 
bull of excommunication against 
him began: “Arise, 0 Lord, and 
Judge thy cause. A wild boar has 
invaded thy vineyard.” 

Roland E Bainton, a Luther 
biographer, wrote that Luther, m 
describing his translation of the 
Bible into German, said: “I 
endeavoured to make Moses so 

German that no oae would suspect 
he was a Jew.” Late in his life Luther 
was even mere abusive, according to 
Bainton, suggesting ar one point that 
all Jews be deported to Palestine and 
that synagogues be burnt 
Among foe most famous 
remarks attributed to Luther is that 
quoted by Malcolm Rifidnd - 
“Here I stand, I cannot do 
otherwise” - which he allegedly 
spoke when hauled before the Diet 
of Worms in April, 1521 . Here I 
Stand is also the title of Bain ton’s 
book, box he admitted there was no 
written record of Luther ever 
saying this at the hearing. 

RONALD ODGERS 
Carkton, North Yorkshire 


Lane etiquette 

Sin I recently spent a lot of time 
driving through France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany on business. 
Our European counterparts have a 
good sense of safety ana etiquette. 
Having overtaken a vehicle, they 
pull into the nearside Jane. 

Why is it that jan incredible 
number of car drivers in this 
country see it as their God-given 
right to sit in the middle lane of a 
motorway when the inside "slow” 
lane is completely dear? 
PGRUSSELL-SMTTH 
London W13 


UK is failing 
poor countries 

Sir Diane Coyle (“Wipe the slate 
dean for the world's poorest 
countries”. 20 February) is right to 
encourage the Chancellor's efforts 
towards more generous debt relief 
to help the poorest nations “stand 
on their own feet”, although - as 
Oxfam, Christian Aid and others 
have said for years- it was the cost 
of our loans that helped to topple 
them in the first place. 

But she seems less worried by the 
UK’s fall in the OECD aid league 
table down to sixth lowest as a 
share of gross domestic product — 
below even the Netherlands if 
measured in quantity. 

Scandinavians are much more 
aware of international affairs and 
the needs of poor countries than we 
are. Isn’t it time that we paid more 
attention to our own development 
education and awareness, in 
schools and colleges as well as in 
Parliament? 

The Earl of SANDWICH 
House of Lords 

London SWJ 

Sir Sarah Helm’s article on the 
Danes and immigration 
(“ Immig rant song plays on Danish 
minds”, 18 February) was 
incomplete, in that it failed to cover 
an important factor in the anxieties 
which Danes have about the 
immig ration issue. 

Denmark is one of a titty number 
of nations which regularly meets 
the UN quota of 0.7 per ceat of 
gross domestic product in foreign 
aid to the Third World. If economic 
circumstances were more 
favourable in those poorer 
countries from which immigrants 
uproot themselves to live in 
Europe, perhaps they would 
choose to stay at home and build up 
their own countries. 

It is frustrating to be a country of 
five million people playing its part 
in world development when the 
larger and wealthier developed 
countries of Europe, and the 
United States, do cot. 

PETER NIELSEN 
Worcester 


Leave Scots out 
of Bridgewater 

Sir Rather than “British Justice” 
being in the dock in the 
Bridgewater case (“Bridgewater 
three to go free”, 21 February) it is 


must stand trial, for Scotland has 
an entirely different and separate 
legal system. 

Under Scots law, such a 
miscarriage of justice could not 
have taken place, as convictions 
cannot be based on confessions 
alone - a practice that has since 
been incorporated within the 
English system. 

Dr WINIFRED EWING MEP 
President, Scottish National Party 
Edinburgh 


Safer bronzes 

Sin After six years working in 
Nigeria, visiting Benin Museum on 
I many occasions has led me to 
, believe that the Benin bronzes are 
in the best and safest place in the 
British Museum (“The looting of 
Benin”, 22 February). 

Does Beniie Grant realty believe 
he would still be able to see the 
magnificent relics of Africa's noble 
past if they bad been left in Benin? 
If they were returned, duty would 
probabty never be seen or heard of 

agflirt. 

CHRISTINE KELT Y 
Marlborough, Wiltshire 
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So who 
cares if 

the sky is 


; Very few in the politically hamstrung 
' world of science, despite last 
week’s discovery of a celestial 
catastrophe 65 million years ago, 
says Oliver Morton 


I t happened 65 million 
years ago, and it could 
happen again. Something 
pretty big and moving 
extremely fast hit the 
earth very hard indeed. Waves 
to dwarf skyscrapers criss- 
crossed the oceans and 
swamped the land. An atmos- 
phere that had caught fire 
rained acid. Tectonic spasms 
ran up the spines of the conti- 
nents. Billions of tonnes of 
rock and mud were thrown 
into space, and as they re- 
entered the atmosphere, their 
heat set off fires around the 
world. The skies glowed dull 
red, then darkened to mid- 
night black as an all but impen- 
etrable pall of dust and smoke 
settled into the stratosphere. 
There was not another dawn 
for years. 

The idea that an asteroid 
impact 65 million years ago 
killed off the dinosaurs and 
roughly three out of four other 
species then living is now firmly 
lodged in the scientific mind 
and the public imagination. 
The evidence for the impact is 
overwhelming. The huge crater 
it left has been discerned 
beneath thick sediments in 
Mexico, the mark of its tidal 
waves can be seen in the mid- 
dle of America and its distinc- 
tive debris and ash has been 
found all over the world. The 


death of the dinosaurs doesn't 
keep resurfacing because there 
is a hot debate or a lively con- 
troversy; it does so because it’s 
just such a cracking stoiy. New 
wrinkles to the tale, such as last 
week's announcement of evi- 
dence for centuries of near- 
sterility in the oceans following 
the impact, get media attention 
simply because astronomy, 
dinosaurs and mayhem are the 
ideal ingredients for popular 
science. 

But our fascination isn't 
quite that simple. There's 
something more to it: the wor- 
rying implication, raised half 
jokingly by the Trevor Mac- 
Donalds and Sue MacGregors 
when the science correspon- 
dent has done his bit. that it 
could happen again. This cata- 
strophe was not a one-off. 
There have been many asteroid 
impacts in the histoiy of the 
earth; left unchecked, there 
will be many more. 

These impacts could kill bil- 
lions of people, and you could 
be one of them. The risk of your 
dying in such an event is around 
one in 30,000, which, though 
small, is far from insignificant. 
It’s certainly far greater than 
the chances of your winning the 
lottery. Like the destruction of 
the dinosaurs, this risk has 
slipped into the popular imag- 
ination, lubricated by docu- 


Colfision 
course: the 
Earth faces 
cSsaster in 
a scene 
from the 
NBC 
mmi -series 
'Asteroids', 
which 
begins on 
ITVon 
Saturday 1 
March 



mentaries and magazine covers. 
We all know of it, and we could, 
scientific opinion assures us, 
easily and cheaply do some- 
thing about it. But we don'L It’s 
a mistake that, while unlikely to 
prove tragic, reveals a lot about 
now science is used and what 
science means. 

The truth of the matter is 
straightforward. The solar sys- 
tem IS not just a neatly con- 
centric set of planets. There are 
lots of smaller lumps of ice and 
stone and iron whirling around 
the sun. too. They hit the earth 
all the time, and they come in 
a range of sizes, the big ones 





proportionately rarer than the 
small The vast majority are just 
pretty shooting stars - far too 
tiny to wony about. But watch 
these meteors for long enough 
and you will see some bigger 
ones. Watch for half a million 
years and you can expect to see 
one that outdoes a major 
nuclear war for nastiness, lay- 
ing waste a continent, blacking 
out the sun for a year or more, 
blighting the world’s crops. 

If the risk of such an impact 
is 500,000 to one in a given year, 
then over a 70 -year span, the 
cumulative risk to any individ- 
ual of living through or dying in 
such an event is about one in 
7,000. If such' an impact leaves 
about 25 per cent of the earth’s 
population dead, most of them 
through starvation, that gives 
any person a risk of about one 
in 30,000 during the course of 
an average lifetime. Some esti- 
mates make the risk smaller, 
and others make it larger, but 
that is a good average. It means 
thaL the huge unpleasantness of 
impacts offsets their great infre- 
quency enough to make them 
roughly as dangerous as air 
travel which entails a risk of 
about one in 20.000. 

In the case of air travel, this 
is a level of risk people feci 


quite strongly about. On 13 
February, President Clinton set 
a goal of reducing the risk of 
dying in an air crash by 80 per 
cent Nasa. whose first A stands 
for aeronautics, and which thus 
has a thumb in the air-safety 
pie, will be spending about 
5100m a year on the project. 
Most people - thought this 
investment quite wise, but a sci- 
entist called David Morrison 
raised an inquiring eyebrow. 


"Ik yTorrison, who enjoys the 
|\/l wonderful title "direc- 
IV A tor of space” at Nasa's 
Ames Research Center in Cal- 
ifornia, chaired a committee 
which produced a report in 
1992 for the US Congress on 
the asteroid risk. Its advice was 
simple. There are probably a 
couple of thousand asteroids of 
the once-every-balf-a-million- 
years, climatic-catastrophe type 
in earth-crossing orbits. Omy a 
couple of hundred have been 
identified. Mount a thorough 
survey to find the rest of them, 
extrapolate their orbits for a few 
centuries in a computer, and see 
if one of them ever comes to 
occupy the same point in time 
and space as the earth. 

If none of them is going to, 
that's good. And if one of them 


is indeed on a collision course, 
that' s not too bad, either. Once 
the risk moves from the statis- 
tical to the actual, things can be 
done about it, especially as the 
survey would typically give its 
warning decades or centuries in 
advance. A nuclear explosion 
off to one side of the incoming 
rock could nudge it into an orbit 
that missed the earth. The tech- 
nology to fiy spacecraft to aster- 
oids exists, as do the bombs. 
Putting them together into a 
successful mission over a period 
of years would be a tricky prob- 
lem. but far less tricky than, say, 
waging the Gulf War. 

The Spaceguard survey that 
Morrison and his committee 
suggested as a way of finding 
almost all the asteroids was not 
a huge affair. It required six spe- 
cially designed telescopes of 
modest size operating for three 
decades and a data system to 
handle what they saw. Its costs 
were estimated at about SlOm 
a year - a tenth of the price-tag 
for the air-safety programmes 
proposed two weeks ago and 
half a percent of Nasa's budget 
for space science next year. 

But Nasa's big bucks, like 
those of its equivalents else- 
where, are fiercely fought over. 
They are spent on what the 


agencies’ bosses and their ben- 
eficiaries ask for. And no-one is 
asking for asteroid surveys 
except the people already doing 
them, who were well repre- 
sented on Morrison's commit- 
tee. The focus of modem 
astronomy is not on the objects 
nearest to the earth but on 
those furthest away: vast black 
holes at equally vast distances, 
infant galaxies half as old as 
time and the fading embers of 
the Big Bang itself. There is, 
admittedly, a very small space 
mission heading off to a nearby 
asteroid at the moment, but that 
probably owes more to pressure 
brought to bear by the senior 
senator for Maryland, where it 
was built, than to a widespread 
scientific constituency. 

When the Spaceguard report 
was released, Morrison pointed 
oul to the press that there were 
about as many people involved 
in full-time searches for dan- 
gerous asteroids as there were 
employed in a typical McDon- 
alds. Since then, one new aster- 
oid surveillance system has 
been started in the US, largely 
thanks to the interest of the mil- 
itary. some of whom see pro- 
tection against asteroids as a 
reasonable mission, or an 
excuse to try out neat weapons 


technology, or both Other 
American" searches 
have closed down, as ..;k the 
Australian programme, tne 
onh search that covered the 
southern skies. According ir 
Duncan Steel who uscc lu 
work on the Australian wj:% »• 
there arc now only about »-i f - 
a dozen people employed W 
track varth-crowmc aMcwius 
In short, nothing much > 
being done about the end ot the 
world because it is a minrerfv 
interest among scientists itnu 
no-one else feds particular/- 
affected. For all that, aslcnwb 
are an otherworldly risk Tltev 
nicely highlight the worldine^ 
of the relationship between sci- 
ence and policy. A theory lieui 
danger can only he built into a 
policy- inducing risk with the 
help of a group of people who 
care about it, a constituency 
with a particular stake in the 
problem. Science simply does- 
n’t matter much in policy 
debates unless there are inter- 
est groups to make use of 
it lobbies with more doul than 
a burger-bar's worth of 
astronomers. 

T hen there's the problem 
of science going buck on 
itself. People used to fear 
the skies, worry about Jove's 
thunderbolt and tremble at the 
sight of comets. Then the sci- 
entists look it on themselves to 
set the peasants right. The heav- 
ens were revealed as well- 
ordered clockwork, the history 
of the earth and life as one of 
slow gradual change rather than 
catastrophic fils and starts. By 
the middle of the 19tb century. 
French astronomer Franco!!* 
Arago was able to speak with 
pride of the fact that science 
had stopped people from wor- 
rying about comets, and that. a> 
long as scarcmongering jour- 
nalists were assiduously slap ped 
down, the sorry age of celestial 
superstition was gone for good- 
Science made the world seem 
sensible and its catastrophic 
demise silly. When science then 
comes back and says that the 
end of the world is, after all a 
real possibility, it is not surpris- 
ing that people laugh. 

Sometimes, though, it's hard 
not to think that there is a 
deeper reason for “impact 
denial". Perhaps people do n» >1 
want to see themselves con- 
nected to the universe in ihi> 
sort of way. The geologists w ho 
for years resisted the impact 
explanation for the dinosaurs' 
death simply didn't want aster- 
oids to play as big a role in the 
history of the earth as, say. the 
wanderings of one of its own 
tectonic plates. Tough - they do. 
Humans and the earth they live 
on are linked to the universe in 
all sorts of strange, indirect, 
unsettling ways. Worse yet. 
humanity now has the power to 
change these connections. We 
can empty seas and denude 
vast forests. We can warm an 
entire planet, and now, given 
just a little wanting, we can push 
aside flying mountains. It’s gen- 
uinely frightening to contem- 
plate such power, especial lv 
when you realise how poorly 
decisions about using it are 
made or pot made. lleuer to 
deny the risk of asteroid impact 
than to accept the fact the 
humans can redirect the stars in 
their courses. It's a delusion - 
a dangerous one, in this case - 
but you can understand it. 


Fantasy holidays with Ivanhoe & Co 
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F or many years tourist 
authorities have had a 
touching belief that 
people will willingly spend 
their holidays in certain 
places for no other reason 
than that famous writers 
lived there. And the 
extraordinary thing is that it 
seems to be true. Americans 
do flock to Shakespeare’s 
Stratford. British people 
flock to Wordsworth’s 
Lakeland and Hardy’s 
Wessex- 1 have met people 
who did go to John Fowlcs’s 
Lyme Regis and James 
Herriot country and Dennis 
Potter's Forest of Dean and 
Dylan Thomas’s Laughame. 

I have done it myself, if 
only by accident. I once had 
to do some research on the . 
Keighley and Worth Valley 
Railway for a book on steam 
trains. This line at one point 
passes Haworth, the little old 
Yorkshire town where the 
little old Bronte sisters lived, 
and I trudged up Haworth 
main street to the parsonage 
where the blessed sisters 
lived and saw the pub where 
brother Branweil got drunk 
The fact that I have never in 
my life read anything by the 
Brontes from start to finish 
did not deter me. 


1 do not suppose 1 was the 
only one. The only Bront£ 
hook I saw being read that 
day was in the hands of a 
Japanese student. But that’s 
not the point. Wc don't 
worry much about our 
painters or composers - we 
certainly don’t often plan our 
holidays round them - but 
we do have an instinctive 
reverence for our writers and 
their country - du Manner's 
West Country, Jane Austen’s 
Bath, Dexter’s Morse’s 
Oxford, even Betjeman's 
suburbia - and are prepared 
to make a pilgrimage there. 

Or we were. Not any 
more. Not if the Radio Times 
“Holiday 97 Week 2" 
supplement is a true sign of 
the times. This little booklet 
has been hanging round 
since it made its initial bid 
Tor freedom by escaping 
from its mother magazine, 
and I thought for a while, 
whenever I glanced at it, that 
1 must have kept it to help 
plan a holiday. Not so. 

Rereading the cover I now 
realise I kept it to pinpoint a 
new holiday trend. 

Well, read it for yourself 
and see what you think. 

Holiday 97. Hike the High 
Road to the home of Hamish 



Miles 

Kington 

Macbeth. Ivanhoe. and 
Doctor Finlay ... Take to the 
high seas with the Archers ... 
Plus how to track down the 
TV locations of 
Balfykissangcl Cadfael , 
Rebecca, midfell Had ...” 

Do you spot what is 
different? That's right. The 
author has vanished No 
mention of Scott or du 
Maurier, or whoever created 
Dr Finlay. Instead, you are 
invited to go to Scotlaad to 
visit the locations of Dr 
Finlay and Ivanhoe and 
Hamish Macbeth. Not where 
the authors lived. Not even 
where they set the books. But 


where the books wen? filmed. 

Did I say this is a new 
trend? In met it’s been going 
on for years. Where I live on 
the Wil is hire/So me rset 
border is where they shot 
The Tilfield Thunderbolt 30 
years ago, and there’s a pub 
up at nearby Dunkerton 
which has renamed itself 
“The Titfield Thunderbolt" 
and people still come to nose 
around for the actual places 
used for filming. (At least, I 
assume they do. They can't 
all be opportunist house- 
burglare on a day out from 
Bristol, can they? Some of 
the more disreputable- 
looking ones must be railway 
film fans, surety ...) 

And what made the 
Keighley and Worth Valley 
Railway famous and 
profitable in the first place 
was not its position in 
Brontelana but its selection 
as the location for the film of 
The Railway Children. 

Yet these were all straws 
in the wind compared to the 
present flood of pilgrimages- 
to-the-location. Nobody ever 
wrote a book called The 
Shooting of the Titfield 
Thunderbolt alone the lines 
of The Making of Pride and 
Prejudice. Nobody organised 


trips to the stately homes 
where they- shot Kind Hearts 
and Coronets. Yet now 
supplements are falling out 
of the Radio Times urging us 
in this post-Austen era to co 
to Scotland, because it is the 
home of Hamish Macbeth 
(not Shakespeare's Macbeth. 
notice) and of Ivanhoe. 

Do you notice something, 
else odd there? ivanhoe is 
not a Scottish sroiy. Il was all 
about Normans and Saxons. 
Not a Scot in the lot of them. 
So in what sense is Scotland 
the home of Ivanhoe? Well, 
in the sense that author Sir 
Walter Scott lived, went 
bankrupt and died there, and 
you can still see his house 
But that's not what the Radio 
Tones is on about. The Radio 
Times doesn't want you to go 
to Abbotsford or Princes ' 
Street It wants you to go 
where Ivanhoe was shot in 
Scotland, using Scottish clan 
extras: to places like 
Craigmillar Castle. Well l\ L . 
been to Craigmillar Castle, 
and let me tell you ... 

No more space todav, alas 
Hus sentence will be 
completed tomorrow. pl Us , ldi 
details on how to visit the 
place where this column was 
penned. 
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M iscarriages of justice 
are! not simply the 
malign work of. the 
police. If the problem were 
confined to ponce lies, police 
brutality ana police cou uption 
and the rest of the system erf 
justice worked well, then it is 
doubtful whether any of the 
defendants in the Bridgewater 
case would have been con- 
tacted of murder ctr, if they had 
been, whether they would have 
stayed in prison for long. The 



Andreas 


the Bridgewater trial had been 
“fundamentally Sawed”. It can 
hanfiy be said that a judge who 

presides over a fundamentally 
flawed proceedings has done a 
good job. Even less can the 
three senior judges who heard 
an appeal m 1988-89 be exon- 
erated. Much new evidence was 
produced pointing to the inno- 
cence of the convicted men. 
However, to disbelieve police 
witnesses has until recently been 


siayea m pnson iot long, the wuux.-, *hnost'an impossibility for a 

same can be said of the other Wflltiam attlltfl judge; it b as dreadful a 


notorious miscarriages of jus- 
tice in recent times: the Guild- 
ford Pour, the Birmingham 
Six and the Stefan KiszJco case. 

Let me name the other parts 
of the system. There are the 
courts themselves, in particular 
course] for the prosecution. 

Prosecutors are subject to a 
pressure similar to that exper- 
ienced by the police in high- 
profile cases. While the police 
sometimes feel compelled to 
make an arrest, any arrest, 
and put convincing evidence in 
front of court even if it has to 
be “improved", so prosecuting 
counsel likewise persuade 
themselves that they must 
obtain a conviction at aQ costs. 

While prosecutors do not doc- 
tor the evidence, they do some- 
thing which has precisely the 
same effect 

They withhold items from 
the defence team which would 
-tend to iinriftiminfr their case, 
it is called by the polite term 
:^aon-disck»5ure” and has been 
a; -feature of virtually all mis- 
carriages. In the Bridgewater 
case the materia] that the 
defence never saw is said to - .• 
include details of many interviews with the 
police made by the author of what we now 
know was a fake confession. Nor were nniden- 
tified fingerprints on Caii Bridgewater’s baqpde 
disclosed. When it is suggested to prosecuting 
counsel in such cases that their so-called dot- 


The biases 
against 
impartiality 
within the 
British 
system 
need to be 
understood 
-they 
extend all 
the way to 
the top 


prospect as be or she can imag- 
ine, since it puis in doubt nor 
only die case in band but also 
'fixture case. 

; as h»d as this blind- 
ness was the way in which Paul 
Foot, tiie journalist who cam- 
. panned ceasekstiy for the over- 
turning erf the conviction, Ann 
Whelan, mother of one of the 
prisoners, and Jim Nkbol, her 
lawyer, were made to fed by the 
Appeal Court that they had in 
some way been at fault in dar- 

dence re-examined, ft was 
impliwi that they had wrongly 
interfered with the sacred 
. course of justice. The appeal 
was turned down. Mr Foot 
wants the judges to resign in 
shame. I would rather sec _ the 
three judges come back into 
their court, where should be 
assembled the wrongly con- 
victed men and their families, 
and, wearing their red robesand 
their 18th-century wigs, bow 
low and solemnly apologise. 

Tbe Home Office and the 
Home Secretary of the day, too, 
are part of the system. At this 
time the Government has two 
reforms, under wayj that beggar belief. In the 
first, Faxfiamentwiirbe askedto approve rules 
winch limit the access to unused material by 
drfenrft counsel in criminal cases wnleK jt can’ 
be shown to be “relevant”. How can defence 


counsel always know in advance what may be 
disclosure is quite as reprehensible as policy relevant or not? And in the second, a new code 
forgery, they invariably say that they faithfully of practice would mean- that evidence from 
foDowed court procedures. If they did, I say police investigations is kept for only between 
that the effect was to pervert such rides, one and three years. That rule would have 


Indeed, were it possible-to review and to cam-; 
pare the sense of fairness of the c riminal Bar 
as a -whole, and tite.police.as a whole, I would 
not expect to fmd any difference. 

Then there is the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice (CPS), which rarely brings prosecutions 
for conspiracy to pervert the course of justice 
against ffie police mvolved in miscarriages. No 
charges have been brought following the aver- 
tunung of the Rnnh^hamSfr convicti o ns, nor 
in relations to the Kiszko case. If you ask the 
CPS about this, you wfl] be told piously that it 
was believed that the evidence was unlikely to 
secure a conviction, which is a perfect excuse 
since nobody else sees the files. CPS inaction 
or timidity is explained by a misguided desire 
to protect the system fay hiding its short- 
comings. 

; : .In every miscarriage of justice, the judges 
themselves also bear some responsibility. The 
.Grown told the Court of Appeal last week that 


meant that the Bridgewater miscarriage would 
never have been detected, as the evidence is 
nearly 20 years old. This is the work of a Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, who believes that 
the existing system is not putting enough 
people behind bazsand keeping them there. 

. what need to be understood am the baasea 
against justire within the British system. At the 
level of the police, it is the pressure sometimes 
felt to doctor evidence. Prosecuting counsel 
canbe subject to a macho will to win. The CPS 
dislikes prosecuting the very same police 
forces with which it works in dzoly partnership. 
The necessary aloofness of judges brings with 
it a crippling complacency. 

Such distortions will ever be present, since 
they arise from the nature of the tasks being 
undertaken. It is the duty erf the Home S ec- 
retary and Parliament to provide safeguards at 
each point. Of this aspect of his work Mr 
Howard has no underst and i n g whatever. 


The left that’s left 

in New Labour 


by Donald 
Macintyre 


T omorrow, Gordon 
Brown will set an 
inflation target at 
least as tough as the. 
the Government’s 
own projection of 2^ per cent. 
Although his speech win also 
lay out some important reforms 
of the Bank of England and the 
Ueasiny, once amiu this will be 
essentially Iron Shadow Chan- 
cellor Brown. TVfeVe had fiscally 
austere Gordon Brown, 
pledged to maintain for two 
years the awesomely difficult 
limits on public spending laid 
down by Kenneth Clarke. Now 
ifs tire turn of monetarily ultra- 
prudent Gordon Brown pledg- 
ing Labour to a counter- . 
inflation record at least as good 
as the Tbries’ now, and signifi- 
cantly better than they man- 
aged m the late Eighties. 

While Brown will no doubt 
rightly emphasise that it’s the 
poor who suffer most when 
gov ernm ents lose their grip on 
inflation, this is a speech to 
reassure the City as much as 
the electors. And there is no 
pc&nt in pretending that all this 
won’t make same in the Labour 
Party just a mite uneasy. OK, 
we’re pledged to constitutional 
reform; which has the 
advantage to an incoming' 
our government of not costing 

how are we going to be difidr- 
ent from the Tories? Isn’t it, 
they will ask once a gain, all a 
bit, well, Mu*? 

Winch is why the arrival of 
two readable little books of un- 
ashamed New Labour propa- 
ganda o ught fo up tb05£ 
m the party^who from time to 
time sufiermaer doubts abont 
Tbny Blah’s own untiiakeable 
conviction that a Labour gov- 
ernment, especially if it can 
secure two terms, will be a 
good deal more radical than 
they fear. The first. Why Vote 
Labourby the MP Tbny Wright, 
is one of a three-part series 
from Penguin, by a thinker in 
each of the three main parties, 
and brought out for the elec- 
tion. The other, much the mare 
ic on policy, is What 
Can Do by Richard 
Layard which, as his fellow 
economist Gavyxi Davies 
pointed out yesterday in The 
Independent, is a “very helpful” 
antidote to the idea that noth- 
ing can be achieved by a 
Labour government without 
increasing spending and bor- 
rowing. Soane of it is party pol- 
icy, some of it isn’t- But it 
ranges from humane welfare 



A h ea lt h i e r future for the WtS? Tbny and Cherie Blair visit a hospital in the Wirra! yesterday 
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The difference between the two 
parties is that Labour would plough 
savings back into Republic sector 



reform that rewards the work- 
ing poor, through an extension 
of family credit, lower bottom 

rate Iotx and « minimum aay 

of £325; to ah education system 
that pulls up the lamentable 
standards ofthe lowest-achiev- 
ing schools, to the illiteracy pro- 
gramme announced by David 
Bhmkett this week, to green 

tares anH a radical comp el it i«m 

policy which has little patience 
with the notions erf “national 
champions”. And there is quite 
a lot more. 

Layard’s analysis, reinforced 
in recent lectures by both 
Brown himself and David Bhm- 
kett, demonstrates that nei- 
ther equality (of opportunity) 
nor the role of the state have 
been abandoned by Tony 
Blair’s Labour Party. It's true, 
of course, that revisionism 
abont Labour's past comes 
thick and fast - whether ifs 
Bhinkett dedaring in his lec- 
ture last week that “any gov- 
ernment entering the 20th cen- 
tury cannot hope to create a 


more equal or egalitarian soci- 
ety simply by taking money 
from one set of people and 
redistributing it to others” or 
Margaret Beckett, one time 
left-wing firebrand, saying in a 
BBC TV interview on Sunday 
that she was “neither ruling in 
nor out” privatisations by a 
Labour government. What 
Layard’s book, in particular, 
helps to demonstrate is bow 
much room that leaves the left 
Especially if you realise that the 
use of higher income tax far the 
well off or state ownership of 
trading industries were a means 
to an end, and not ends in 
themselves. 

But as with equality, so with 
the role of the state. Not all 
Tbries want to shrink the state. 
Sir Edward Heath’s lofty dis- 
missal of some ofthe dominant 
notions in his own party is 
shared, for all the protestations, 
by some of his less outspoken 
colleagues. But the centre of 
Tbiy gravity - reflected, no 
doubt, in what win emerge in 


the manifesto discussed by the 
Cabinet yesterday - is shifting 
inexorably towards progressive 
reduction below the 40 per 
cent share of GDP that the 
state takes. What’s refreshing 
about Layard is how relaxed he 
is about keeping a level that is 
not much higher than 40 per 
cent, but is not much lower, 
either. 

Not that this won’t mean 
some real pain for some. The 
windfall tax belies the notion 
that Labours programme is 
an Artbur-Daley, nobody-gels- 
hurt kind of politics. And wel- 
fare reform, as Layard implies, 
means a transfer of some ben- 
efits, such as top-up pensions, 
to well-regulated private insur- 
ance. In time a new system of 
student maintenance loans may 
be augmented by starting the 
erosion of state-paid university 
tuition fees - which for the well 
off is little short of a scam. But 
the difference between the two 
main parties is that there is 
every reason to expect the sav- 


ings to be ploughed back by 
Labour into other parts of the 
public sector, such as health 
and, above till, an education 
system that starts to provide 
equality of opportunity. 

Tbny Wright quotes approv- 
ingly the remark that services 
that are only for the poor end 
up as being pom: services. This 
is a critical difference between 
new Toryism and New Labour. 
In the NHS it will mean halting 
the flight by the prosperous 
from a health service that Nigel 
Lawson, no less, regarded as 
one of the most efficient deliv- 
erers in the developed world. 
The same goes for education. 
Wright quotes, again approv- 
ingly. but without endorsing his 


best ofthe private sector in the 
state system, George Walden's 
condemnation of an “apart- 
heid” in which 7 per cent of chil- 
dren in private schools collect 
“80 per cent of the GCSE and 
A-level league table prizes”. 

None of this would happen 
overnight; much of it, perhaps 
not even in the first term. But 
here’s the point: Labour cynics 
talk easily about Tony Blair 
having got “his betrayal in 
first". That’s one way of 
describing it; another may be 
that Blair, as Margaret 
Thatcher very differently did in 
1979, will deliver more than he 
promises. 


Towards genuine consent in Ulster 

Parity of esteem for both communities deserves to be more than a theory, says Marjorie Mowlam 


I n our policies for Northern 
Ireland, as in all other 
areas, Labour will apply 
the principle of fairness not 
favours. In the vernacular of 
Northern Ireland politics that 
means affording each commu- 
nity, unionist and nationalist, 
“parity of esteem”. The focus is 
on the need for members of 
both nationalist and union ist 
traditions to feel that their 
righ ts and identities are fully 
respected. 

In Northern Ireland, grant- 
ing respect to one. community 
is often seen as taking it away 
from the other. This is a dan- 

5 zero-sum game. It is the 

“ politicians from Britain, 

and Northern Ireland 

to break out of it- The ending 
of the IRA ceasefire aodon top 
of that the events last summer 
atDrumcree have entrenched 
attitudes within the communi- 
ties, so it is essential to be pro- 
active in rebuilding trust and 
confidence. 

The Downing Street decla- 
ration signed in 1993 achieved 
parity of esteem at the level of 
ideas. It offered to the nation- 
alists a recognition that the 
people of Ireland alone have 
the right to self-determination. 
And it offered Unionists the 
guarantee that any exercise of 
self-determination would be 
subject to the consent of the 
majority "of the people of 
Northern Ireland. As Tbny 
Blair said recently, this 
app wvieh and the principle of 

* * . . i , AiwintMl 


by all parfesin Britain, lreana 
and Northern Ireland, with the 
exception of Sinn Fein- 

■ Parity of esteem is asmuch 

>ut the low artof day-to-day 


politics as it is about the high 
politics of a negotiated peace 
settlement. It is at heart about 
building confid en ce between 
the communities. This is often 
talked about, but flesh is sel- 
dom put on the bones. We 
have plans to do that. That is 
why Labour will incorporate 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights into law in 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Of course the question of rights 
-especially minority and com- 
munity rights - is not undis- 
puted in Northern Ireland. 
That is why we will continue to 
consult with the parties in the 
talks on developing a local bill 
of rights. But the convention as 
a baric framework has. wide 
support in both communities 
and offers us a way to proceed. 

There are serious problems 
with community support for 
policing in pans of Northern 
Ireland. As well as negotiation 
between the Northern Ireland 
parties on the issue, 
action is necessary in V 
ster io improve the openness 
and accountability of the police 
and to ensure that it reflects 
both communities more accu- 
rate fy. Recent reports by the 
UK police inspectorate and a 
senior framer Northern Ire- 
land aril servant have pointed 
to- weaknesses in the system. 
Labour -is mmmmmg the rec- 
ommendations of these reports 
alongside its own proposals. ' 

Religious djscrnntTiaftOn in 
employment in Northern Ire- 
land is a blatant -symbol of 
unfairness. The Rir Employ- 
ment Act exists to help combat 
it; but more needs to be done. 
As a first step, we mast recon- 
sider the effectiveness of exist- 



Confront a tion: Orangemen mwh tfarou^i the nntiramint 
Onneau Road area of Belfast Peter Macdlarmid 

armounced a further period of 
consultation. What they hoped 
to learn in just eight weeks that 
the independent reviewers (fid 
not pick up in five months of 
written ana oral evidence wasn’t 
- and still isn’t - dear. 

I have recently met groups 
on both sides living on or near 
two ofthe most disputed routes 
—the Garvagby Road in Porta- 
down and the Ormean Road in 
Belfast. Both groups were con- 
cerned that what happened last 
year should not happen again. 
Lv b p m r w onmmfrtgd tn- uphold 
the rule of law; implement the 
recommendations in the 
report; and to do all it can to 


mg polities, to the pubfo sector, 
for example; we intend to make 
it a statutory dote for govern- 
ment bodies to take equality of 
opportunity ' into account 
thro ugh more rigorous enforce- 
meat of the Policy Appraisal 
and Fair Treatment guidelines. 

Nothing reveals better the 
absence <rf trust and confidence 
and the dangers of playing zero- 
sum games than the issue of 
parades and marches. The 
appalling events at Dnmkzee 
last year drove the Govern m en t 
to set up areview (winch Labour 
had cafied for since 1995). But 
when iu findings were published 
last month, the Government 


help mediate and resolve dis- 
putes through agreement 

The lad: of local input into 
decision making is a problem 
for both communities. Direct 
rule from Westminster is far 
from ideal and that is why 
Labour wants. to see a new 
agreement for Northern Ire- 
land, including a devolved 
assembly elected by propor- 
tional representation and 
designed to allow both com- 
munities to work together and 
share power in the interests of 
all the people.- 

There are good indications 
of that happening on the 
ground in some areas now - in 
some district councils and in 
the local partnerships put 
together to distribute a block erf 
European Union funding. It is 
a practice we wfl] support and 
encourage. And we wiO intro- 
duce measures to make the 
many quangos that administer 
policy in Northern Ireland 
more open and representative 
of both communities. 

Labour and the Tbries both 
accept the constitutional prin- 
ciple that a devolved assembly 
can exist in Northern Ireland 
without threatening the 
integrity of the union with 
Britain. But the plain fact is that 
Northern Ireland as distinct 
political circnrostances _ and 
that new constitutional 
arrangements need the sup- 
port afboth communities living 
there to work. This means that 
practical and mutually benefi- 
cial cross-border co-operation 
and improved working rela- 
tions b^ween Westminster and 
Dubfin must be integral parts of 
a comprehensive settlement. 

Building tnst in the devel- 


oping North-South and DuNin- 
London relationships is essen- 
tial too. That means more open- 
ness, for example, in the 
workings of the Anglo Irish 
Agreement and temeriamisms 


I do not see why local people 
and their representatives should 
not be more openly consulted 
on what is discussed between 
the two governments when they 
meet. Tuis is not a matter of ide- 
ology but a practical part of the 
process of buflding local politi- 
cal support for the work of the 
two governments. 

The theory of the peace 
process has been developed 
over a long period, often at the 
inter-governmental level. The 
current phase - perhaps the 
most difficult —is the practical 
politics of reaching local agree- 
ment. Disillusionment with the 
current talks process is wide- 
spread. There has not been 
the substantive 
hoped for last June, 
on the parties in the talks are 
mounting and the uncertainty 
created by the impending gen- 
eral election doesn’t help. 

A new government wifl want 
to bring new impetus into that 
pro c e ss, but couldn’t just com- 
pel the participants to talk. 
Trust and confidence between 
the parties and the communi- 
ties they represent has to grow 
to enable real p ro g ress to be 
made. W: cannot counteract all 
the years of suspicion and dis- 
trost overnight, but there is a lot 
we can do based on Labour 
principles of fairness and jus- 
tice. The people of Northern 
Ireland deserve nothing less. 

The writer is shadow Northern 
Ireland Secretary. 
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■ Chris Godsmark 

j Business Correspondent 


j Two US power companies 
admitted they would have no 
problem affording Labour's 
planned windfall tax on the 
privatised utilities yesterday as 
they launched a joint agreed 
£1 -5bn takeover bid for York- 
shire Electricity. 

The offer leaves Southern 
Electric as the last of 12 priva- 
tised regional electricity com- 


panies (REGs) neither taken 
over nor facing a bid. If the two 
US companies, AEP of Ohio 
and Public Service Colorado 
from Denver, gain control of 
Yorkshire, it will leave a total of 
seven RECs in American 
hands. The others are: North- 
ern; Sweb; London; East Mid- 
lands; Midlands; and See board. 

Embarrassment at the latest 
foreign takeover approach 
spilled over into the Commons 
yesterday, with Michael Hesel- 


tine, Deputy Prime Minister, 
calling on other countries to al- 
low outside bids for their utili- 
ties. He said he was “constantly 
urging the US and other coun- 
tries to have open economies”. 

The Government is also 
likely to be on the defensive 
over the two bidders’ reaction 
to Labour's proposed windfall 
tax. Linn Draper, AEP's chair- 
man, said the US companies 
had examined various assump- 
tions for the cost of the tax and 


had concluded they coukl afford 
iu He explained: “We wouldn't 
have made a bid if we didn't have 
a good example of the size. "The 
comments were welcomed by 
John Battle, Labour’s energy 
spokesman: “This just goes to 
show it's not the problem the 
Tories make it out to be." 

The windfall tax bfll would 
come on top of a possible £30m 
which Yorkshire said it may be 
forced to pay back to its 
pensions scheme following a re- 


cent landmark ruling against 
National Grid by the Pensions 
Ombudsman. 

Shares in both Yorkshire and 
Southern surged on yesterday’s 
bkl news. AEP and PS Colorado 
are jointly offering 927p a share 
for Yorkshire, 133 per cent 
above Friday s dosing price of 
Sl&5p. Yorkshire shares rose to 
882p, a rise of just 7 per cent, 
reflecting some uncertainty over 
whether the bid would be 
referred to the Monopolies and 


MeigersCommisaon. Southern 
Electric gained 233p to 770p. 

Christopher Hampson. York- 
shire’s non-executive diahman 
said the offer was “very full and 
fair". He continued: “Wc held 
out for a good price. We didn't 
accept the price that they 
offered at first ... it was a hell 
of a lot less than they’re offer- 
ing now." 

Analysts' dampened specula- 
tion of a rival bidder appearing 
with a higher offer. 


Sources dose to PowerGen, 
the privatsed generator, played 
down the possibility that it 
would bid fhr Yorkshire. Power* 
Gen.was blocked by the Gov- 
ernment from buying Midlands 
Electridty fast year but is 


: bid for a REC should 
Labour win the next election. 

The two US utilities said this 
was the find; time they bad 
made a joint bid, but had been 
eyeing UK utilities for several 


months. AEP and 
have a combined manse! 
of S10 Jbn (£6.2hn I and «*??* 
4 million customer- Tn^ 

25 per cent of the il.>bn 

purchase price for 

would be financed b> cqu;iy 

with the rest from debt. 

They hinted joienisy » 
more "aggrcsave arr r ' ,ach 
wards the L'K gas and cScctrtu- 
ry markets after domestic 
competition takes hold next 
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Building societies: Members endorse conversion plans ■ A&L sets flotation date ■ Leeds and Skipton vow to remain mutuals 


Green light for 
£12bn Halifax 
stock flotation 


Jffl Hreanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Halifax Building Society's 
'-£12bn flotation is firmly on 
-track after the vast majority of 
Its 9 million members voted in 
favour of its conversion to a 
‘bank, clearing the way for share 
-pay outs worth an average of 
-£1300 to individuals in June. 

- The vote at the special gen- 
eral meeting held at the 
■Sheffield Arena was virtually 
-rendered redundant, however, 
’as Jon Foulds. chairman of 
Halifax, said the resolution to 
‘convert to a bank had already 
‘been passed by postal votes. 

; “This won’t be the biggest ex- 
ercise in democracy this year, 
! but it will be the second- 
biggest," Mike Blackburn, chief 
-executive of the society, said. 

Some 5.15 million of the so- 
ciety's 6.9 million investing 
'members voted for the plan 
while just 110,000 voted against. 
;The total number of votes cast 
4n favour was significantly more 
than the 3.3 million needed to 
•approve the conversion plans. 
£ Just 1,090 members struggled 
^through the ky wind to the 
Sheffield Arena. Despite the 
jpw turnout, members heard 
sionate speeches pitched 
ji gainst the conversion plans. 
Leo Westhead from Scar- 
) rough said: “The success of 
i resolution wfll represent the 
" i of selfish, short-term in- 
/idualism over collective ccnn- 
r unity concern, lo my mind it 
i an act of social vandalism." 
Mr Foulds responded: “I 
think the Halifax has outgrown 


mutualism. ” He received the 
surprise support of John Spald- 
ing, a former chief executive of 
Halifax. Speaking from the 
floor, Mr Spalding sympathised 
with those members of the so- 
ciety who had spoken so 
passionately in favour of mu- 
tuality. 

But, he said, it was “quite 
dear that the day of the great 

Two medium-sized building 
societies, Leeds & Holbeck and 
Skipton, yesterday pledged to 
remain mutual as they an- 
nounced increases in profit. 
Leeds & Holbeck made £&27m 
before tax last year, an in- 
crease of more than £4m. Skip- 
ton made £31.76m, against 
£27-23m in 1995. 

Ian Ward, chief executive of 
Leeds & Holbeck, said the so- 
ciety planned to remain a lead- 
ing independent building society 
as it believed this was in the best 
long-term interests of its bor- 
rowing and investing members. 
He added that the cost income 
ratio of 393 per cent and cost 
to asset ratio of 0JMS per cent 
were loner than almost all oth- 
er banks and building societies. 

national building society was 
over”. Some of the 30 or so 
speakers from the floor at the 
two-and-a-half hour meeting 
bad made long journeys. Pro- 
fessor Jacob Zaegel had trav- 
elled from Toronto to complain 
he was unable to receive his dis- 
tribution of shares because of 
Canada's legal regulations. 

Mr Foulds told him he had 
the option of using a registered 


address in the UK but Profes- 
sor Ziegel pointed out that this 
may have tax implications for 
members like him who reside 
abroad. Around 70,000 mem- 
bers live overseas, of whom 
30,000 live in North America 
and are also unable to receive 
free shares. 

Serge Laurie, who has led the 
Halifax Action Group, re- 
minded Mr Foulds of his words 
in an interview in 1994 in which 
he said he was convinced of the 
benefit of mutuality. The annual 
report of Halifax that year 
recorded the merits of mutual- 
ity too, Mr Lourie said. 

“We believe the conversion 
process has been fundamentally 
flawed. The transfer document 
is biased and does not give the 
arguments against becoming a 
bank," he said, pointing to the 
lower borrowing rates and 
higher savings rates offered by 
building societies compared to 
banks. 

The meeting also heard con- 
cerns about disabled members 
who may be losing out because 
their accounts are held in trust 
While a Bill sponsored by Dou- 
glas French, Conservative MP, 
will rectify this issue for societies 
announcing conversion plans in 
the future it mil have come too 
late for Halifax members. 

Just over 4 million will receive 
the minimum allocation of 200 
free shares. 

The rest will receive this, 
plus an additional hand out of 
up to 981 shares depending on 
the balance of their accounts on 
25 November 1994 and 24 Feb- 
ruary 1997. 



The ayes have it: Jon Foulds, chairman (right), and Mike Blackburn, chief executive of the Halifax Building Society, 
preparing for the members’ vote at a special meeting in Sheffield yesterday Photograph: John Voos 

Alliance suffers in price war 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Alliance & Leicester spent 
nearly £50m on mortgage cash- 
backs and discounts to attract 
new business last year, but com- 
petition was so intense that its 
market share in 1996 still 
plunged 40 per cent 

The society, which an- 
nounced that its stock market 
flotation was provisionally set 
for 21 April, spent a total of 
£143m on all forms of mortgage 
Incentives during the year. 

But roughly two- thirds of this 
was the continuing cost of mort- 


gage deals agreed in previous 
years where the discounts were 
still in force. The balance was the 
cost of cash-backs and discounts 
required to win new business 
during the 1996 price war. 

A&L said it had chosen not 
to follow , the very aggressive 
pricing adopted by many com- 
petitors in the first half of the 
year, “preferring to maintain 
profitability rather than buy 
market share”. Gross mortgage 
lending for 1996 fell from £2.9bn 
to £23bn in a growing market. 

However by the fourth quar- 
ter the price war had eased and 
A&Ls market share began to re- 


cover. For the year as a whole 
il averaged 3.1 per cent but in 
the fourth quarter it rose to 33 
per cenL This compares with 52 
percent for the whole of 1995. 

A&Lspolicy is to write off the 
cost of discounts over the peri- 
ods for which they are in force, 
rather than the policy of some 
other societies of spreading 
them over the average life of a 
mortgage. Peter White, the 
chief executive, said this was 
“prudent" compared with many 
other UK mortgage lenders. 

Analysts believe the planned 
conversion to a bank will bring 
a windfall of approaching 


£1,100 each to members. The 
society said the conversion pro- 
ject cost £26m in administrative 
expenses during 1996. 

-This cost includes transfer 
documents formore than 3 mfl 
lion members, and the expenses 
of the meeting in December at 
which members approved tbe 
proposal There was also a sup- 
plementary depreciation charge 
on property of £27m. 

Profit before tax was £306 m, 
a rise of 6 per cent, but the un- 
derlying change before conver- 
sion costs and other exceptional 
items was a 10 per cent rise to 
£359m operating profit. 


New-look 

GUS gets 
finance 
director 


Ntee! Cope 


EMU means ‘equity boom and forex job cuts’ 


Great Universal Stores 
appointed its first finance 
director in a decade yesterday 
as-new chairman Lord Woltsor. 
continued his shake- up of the 
mail order group. 

The new man is David "ft ler. 
44, who joins from Christies In- 
ternational. Mr Tyler had been 
finance director at the auction 
house since 1989 aftcT spclW 
with Unilever and County 
NatWesL 

GUS's last finance director. 
Hevor Spittle left hi 1987. Since 
then the £63bn company. v&Oeh 
also owns Burberry and Settle h 
House, has had no designated 
finance director on its 1 2-si rang 
board. It is almost certainly 
the only FT-SE100 company 
that has’felt it could do without 
such a function. 

It is understood that prior to 
his move to the honorary pres- 
idency last year, the former 
chairman Lord Wolfson ut 
Maiylebone used to fulfil the fi- 
nance function. 

Bui with GUS becoming 
more active in the corporate 
arena following last year s£Tbn 
acquisition of Experian. the 
US data company, a more tra- 
ditional board structure has 
become more appropriate. 

"The company didn't hbCt a 
finance director but Lord WuU- 
son decided it was time they had 
one," GUS said yesterday. 

There were two other board- 
room appointments at GUS 
yesterday. Also of key signili- 
cance is David Bury. 54. who be- 
comes commercial director and 
treasurer after joining GUS in 
ApriL He will have a roving brief 
at executive level with respon- 
sibility for strategy. It is also like- 
ly that he will play a key role in 
acquisitions. Louise Patten. 43. 
a former partner at Bain & Co, 
the strategy consultants joins as 
a non -executive director. 



Cooper 


irt on the implications for 
lanrial markets of a single 
sney launched yesterday 
Reuters news agency 
Jaimed that the outlook for equ- 
ities was “unambiguously 
bullish". 

"Job cuts are inevitable in the 
forex market ... and there are 
iharp differences of opinion on 
whether European monetary 
pnion will give birth to a bond 
market to rival US treasuries, 
jprjust kill the volatility that now 
livens European bond trad- 
ing," Reuters said. 

- The report, “EMU Ex- 
lained: Markets and Monetary 
'nion”, says that in the short 
London should not be disa- 
dvantage d if the UK stays 
ulside EMU. 

Andre Villeneuve, a Reuters 
or, said yesterday: “Even 
the UK stays out of a single 
^currency, the Qty of London will 
in. 1 see no evidence that 
wfll be disadvantaged in 
_he short term," However, 
fc 


Reuters suggests that in the 
long term, if the UK stays out, 
Frankfurt in particular wfll be 
well placed to play a stronger 
role. 

European equity markets 
are expected to expand what- 
ever happens to EMU. The re- 
port says: "Tens of millions of 
Europeans 'are about to be 
swept up in an investment rev- 


olution. Momentum is already 
building for a-transformation of 
the European savings industry 
and monetary union could give 
the process a final decisive 
push.” 

The pressure to expand pri- 
vately funded pension schemes 
is growing as ageing European 
populations make current pub- 
lic pension provision increas- 


ingly unsustainable. Al the same 
time, EMU will remove cur- 
rency risk and encourage cross- 
border investment with new 
funds. 

Foreign exchange dealers, 
on the other hand, have less to 
look forward to, according to 
Reuters - especially Lhose 
speculating between European 
currencies. In the run-up to 


EMU they can indulge in a last 
blast of glorious speculation, 
betting on who wfll join the sin- 
gle currency, and testing the re- 
solve of politicians and central 
bankers. But after that, the 
volume of currency trading will 
fall putting pressure on jobs. 

In the long term, trading in 
Asian currencies could fill tbe gap 
left by the euro, Reuters bebeves. 


Mark rises on rumours of convergence delay 


Rumours that EMU might be delayed sent 
the mark rising against the dollar yester- 
day Meanwhile international investors con- 
tinued to move away from bonds affected 
by EMU uncertainty, and into US bonds 
and UK gilts which have been less affect- 
ed by EMU speculation. 

The mark rose to its highest level 
against the dollar in two weeks amid wor- 
ries about European monetary onion. The 
dollar fell to DM1.67 compared to Friday’s 
close of DM1.68& 

The prospect of delays to EMIT reduces 
the likelihood of a broad-based EMU en- 
compassing the weaker lira and peseta as 


well as the mark at an early date, and so 
raises traders’ confidence in tbe mark. 

Meanwhile analysts claimed that In- 
vestors were switching foods away from 
bonds which had been heavily affected by 
EMU speculation and into gilts instead. 
“We’re advising switching oat of Spain into 
the US, and out of Italy into the UK," said 
Phyllis Reed, European bond strategist at 
BZW in London. 

Speculation that the starting date for 
EMU might be delayed was provoked by 

a poll in Germany's weAly news magazine 
Der Spiegel on Sunday, showing 77 per cent 
of Germans favoured a delay to EMU. At 


the same time, a report in another German 
magazine. Focus, claimed the German 
finance ministry expected the country’s 
national debt to rise this year to 6L5 per 
cent of GDP from 60.5 per cent last year; 
above tbe Maastricht ceding of 60 per cent 
If Germany cannot meet the Maastricht 
criteria, it will make it Ear more difficult 
for EMU to go ahead without coaidries such 
as Italy, which may also miss the criteria 
only by a small amount. Analysts suspect 
that Germany will posh for a delay in EMU 
rather than go ahead on a fudged basis with 
Italy as part of the first wave. 

Comment , page 17 


Prospects for the bond mar- 
ket remain harder to predict, 
according to the report. Betting 
on the convergence of Euro- 
pean interest rates in the run- 
up to monetary union has been 
a lucrative business. 

Without that, the report says, 
“European analysts acknowl- 
edge that Europe’s vibrant 
government bona markets risk 
losing much of their 
excitement.” 

But bond traders coukHnstead 
start to bet on future entrants to 
EMU, such as Hungary, or on 
whether governments are fudg- 
ing the Maastricht criteria. Fi- 
nancial markets would also be 
affected by the more funda- 
mental questions about the 
strength of the euro; prospects 
for European inflation-and the 
sustainably of the union. 

Should -EMU .ihtravel, .Mr 
Villeneuve predicts a different 
financial future for Europe: 
“Foreign exchange dealers 
would nave to start hiring fast. 
There wtiuidbe a lot of volatil- 
ity in the currency, markets." 


WE ARE 


THE NEWSPAPER 


FTSE 100 


STOCK MARKETS 


Dow Jones* 



VWWHiUi 


«— E 

nous 


C tee ta/ida* ttwpW 1M6/WM 1886/fltw Wp) 


FTSE Al-Share 211452 


-0.93 -0.0 2122.75 1791.95 3.52 


fewYbrt' 


8977.80 +481S +0.7 7D67.46 5032.94 1.94 


Tbkvo 


1889639 -137.55 


Ho ng Kong 13375.69 -69.16 


-0.7. 

'-0.5 


J2666.8Q 

1386824 


17303 .65 

10204117 


D.851 


3.1BT 


Frankfurt 


318421 +0.12 +0.0 3276.16 225326 1.51 1 


Source; FT Information 


INTEREST RATES 


V'tWC: 



| UK medium gilt' | 















--I'M 

I. 1 ** 

.iis*;, 


long bond 










T’lff 


Homj fefat Rates 


tfcMqBUN 

BmdYIcHs H 


tafa 


lNotii Ifar 



mm 

■5.70 


4357.40 

■S5H1 

3.62 

UK ... 

mm 

682 

ZJ5 

_ 7,98 

.7.?s an 

FTSE 250 

4641.90 

+10.90 

+0.2 

4641.90 

401530 

3.39 

US 

531 

5iZ3 

6.39 

591 

—6,67 6,36 


wm ft 
wzmm 

-1.20 

+1.86 

•0.1 

+0.1 

2150.60 

235055 

1816.60 

1954.06 

357 

2.90 

Mm 

_ PA3— 
3.19 

0.43 

2.42 

5J5 

sSrfi 

6.34 




*tatteakUca 


'(IAIN PRICE CHANCES 


NnMCtaeM Ctavfl fall S 






BTG 


Thom 


575 52.5 10.0 EMftoup 


1193 42 3.4 


203 16.5 B.8 Snap 


785.5 27 3.3 


WtettraEbcGp 882 63.5 7.8 Indicape 


266.5 


22 


CURRENCIES 










Sfljndtml_1.6335 + 1.43c. 1.5404 
SflUbitt i_J.6025 -0J65c 1.5415 
DM (Law ton) 2.7274 +0.22nt 2^ 355 
yflon flon) 199,246 +YQ ,396 161.544 
97.7 ±02 83.3 


EAon donl 0.6122 -0.54 tlMflP 

£(W Wte__g.624Q_ +-0,64 0,6487 
OW.flffltfonl 1.66S7 -1.3 4rt 1.4513 

tlKtes -J.Q3.Q- --6 8 9S.1 


OTHER INDICATORS 


IWwfo pjjy’idg ¥m-%b 


Mb lHwt lfrlp MRp 

01-Brant S . 19-64 -024 17.82 API 154.4 - 146.0 13 Mar 


GflMS 352.75 -0.6 398.30 


Gold £ 


21535 -2.28 258-5? 


GDP 10B.7+2.BM 107.0 95 Ap 
Base Rate -6.DQpc 6.75 - 


frill 

i jr*’ 

$:.v- 




i Fashion 

Spring/Summer 

1st March 1997 

In association with 

PHUL ivin~ir:iHi=[ i ~ 

Older a copy from your nearest news agent. 

% TBE INDEPENDENT 

IT IS. ARE YOU? 































THE INDEPENDENT * TTrasT^y 9J> 1997 


business 



Does New Labour have an old view on RECs? 


COMMENT 


'Gordon Brown may 
-have trouble 

• demonstrating the 

! regality of the windfall 
profit tax in 
‘ Westminster or 
V Brussels but 
- successive posses of 
1 Americans with 
bulging wallets have 
** comprehensively 

* demolished the myth 
: ' that the utilities 

cannot afford it 


r Tterc' 
X one. 


’s just a possibility; if only a remote 
one, that the derision on whether to re- 


tridty company to the Monopolies and 
Merges Cbmmisaon, will faP to a Labour gov- 
ernment. If it does, it wiU be an interesting 
test, for when the first "of these bids came 
rolling across the Adamic a little under two 
years ago. Labour's knee-jerk reaction was to 
say that the thing must be referred at an costs. 

Very Oki Labour. These days and with 
power now within its grasp, attitudes 
to be a little more sanguine. “It seems a bit 
stupid to refer this bid as there are hardly 
any RECs left. The time for referral was 
when all this process started,” says John 
Battle, energy spokesman So what if Labour 
did have to decide? What would it do? If the 
bid comes from the US, the polky seems to 
be dear: “We are not oppos e d in principle 
to foreign takeovers,’’ reiterates Mr Battle. 

As we ll he might, for the Americans were 
posfcively falling over themselves yesterday to 

no fcmd of obstacle arid 
into the bid calculations. Gordon Brown 
may have trouble d em o n s tra ting the legality 
of ra tax mW^iminster or Brnssels, bin. suc- 
cessive posses of Americans with bulging wal; 
lets have con^xdiensivctyrtemofisted the the 
myth that the utilities cannot affordiL 

AEP and PS Colorado brushed the issue 
aside like a fty bothering a horse in the Ohio 
son. As proposed - a one-off levy of £3-5bn 
widely spread among the utilities -would not 


be a problem, they said. This is a bit of an 
embakassnentfarLabcxff,forthcA 

seem a good deal more relaxed about the tax 

than the Brits, whose position Labour's pd- 


Still, never mind. It looks as if timing will 
spare Labour the discomfort of having to 
make the decision. Whh eway possibility that 
Southern Electric will have been snapped up 
by the time of the election too. Labours 
scope for doing much, with this industry 
beyond the windfall profits tax and tam- 
pering with price regulation looks severely, 
limited. As for a dear statement of policy 
on mergers, we are stiB waiting... 

Defence rivals are 
missing an j^ortuiuty 

nnhat long-mooted merger between GEC 
X and British Aerospace is the longest on 

What was bill^hj^^mday paper^Mhe 
weekend as a new round of talks about to 
begin turns out to have been an old round 
on the point of failure. The market yawned 
and the two share prices hardly moved. 

' All the same, tins is a serious issue that 
will not go away. The rapid consolidation in 
the US aerospace and avionics industry is 
bound to put heavy pressure on European 
rivals with the Americans turning increas- 
ingly to export markets for relief from 
vicious home-market cutbacks. 


It so happens that the UK has not done 
too badly as a defence exporter, to a great 
extent as the result of its successes m Saudi 
Arabia and elsewhere in the Middle East. 
Exports of helicopters and aircraft to Ger- 
many and America are also generating sub- 
stantial income. As a result, the UK was the 
second hugest defence exporter in the world 
last year with approximately a quarter of the 
global arms markets. 

Whether a merger of GEC and British 
Aerospace, or perhaps of the defence avion- 
ics businesses of the two companies, would 
make much difference to this record is an 
interesting question. There would certainly 
be cost catting, which would be reflected 
quickly in jobs and profits. But there might 
also be upward pressure on prices charged 
to the Mmistry of Defence by a single dom- 
inant siqjfdier. Nor on presen tfonn is it obvi- 
ous that a reduction in competition would 
improve the performance of the British 
defence industry overseas. . . 

Gobbling up national competitors should 
not be the mam priority of this industry. The 
chief issue remains the insular, fragmented . 
and national nature of the defence market 
in Europe, an enormous defence market 
which is excluded from the provisions of the 
European Union single market. Individual 
governments still treat their defence com- 
panies like nationalised industries. As the 
power of the American giants grows, an 
enormous opportunity is being missed. 

Look at the way the French are battling 


to produce a new national 
a mager of Aerospatiale and Dassault and 
hem they are determined to keep the pri- 
vatisation of Thomson in French hands. 

Common sense says that integration in the 
European defence industry should be cross- 
border 10 make real gains, giving companies 
access to the wider European market. Thar 
is the target GEC and British Aerospace 
should aim at A domestic merger within the 
UK is a sideshow and a distraaiou from the 
more important agenda. 

Just a bout of 
Euro-pessimism 

A nybody who follows closely the ebb and 
jfTJkjw of debate over European monetary 
union wiD have known of Wilhelm NOlling s 
views long before he graced a British Sun- 
day newspaper with an account of his plan 
to use Germany’s constitutional court to 
block the country's membership of the sin- 
gle currency. Not only had newswires and 
Continental newspapers been running stories 
about the threat all week. But Mr Nulling, 
a former Bundesbank council member 
turned academic, is also a known 
Eurosceptic. 

Not surprisingly, some Germans - and he 
is one - are opposed to the single currency. 
Every time one opens his mouth, the pre- 
dominantly Eurosceptic British press seizes 
on it with evident glee. Why even the Ger- 


mans think it’s crazy, it can be said, and so 
the impression deepens that the whole thing 
is in trouble and probably won’t happen. 

That mav be the ultimate outcome, but for 
the time berngit would be foolish to bet cm iL 
Evety day brings a raft of speeches and state- 
ments about the single currency', few of which 
advance the sum of human knowledge very 
much. Each one is nonetheless used by finan- 
cial markets as another trading opportunity. 

So there is a new mood in the markets this 
week, partly because of the Nulling effect, 
partly because of rumours that the Bun- 
desbank has had a row with a leading can- 
didate to run the European Central Bank, 
Wim Duiscnberg, After a bout of euphoria 
about prospects for the single currency 
going ahead on time, the markets are hav- 
ing a bout of Euro-pessimism; Traders will 
for the moment believe any old rumour 
about in-fighting and obstacles. 

In truth, it is far to early to say what is 
going to happen one way or the other. It is 
more than a year before the decision on 
whether tu postpone the start of the single 
currency needs to be taken. No politician has 
ever taken a tough derision 12 months ahead 
of schedule. 

The financial markets will probably go 
through the cycle of over-optimism and over- 
pessimism at least once or twice more 
before spring 1998. By then, the outlook 
might be very diflerentube French and Ger- 
man economies could be expanding last and 
unemployment falling. 


Thorn to axe 360 at rentals division 


Nig*! Cope 


Thom, the troubled retailer, is 
to close 90 branches of its 
Radio Rentals chain and cut 360 
jobs in an effort to improve 
efficiency. The company, which 
has been dogged fay poor trad- 
ing, and a t aping sna 
since its demerger from' 

last August, is also re-struc- 
turing its central support func- 
tions in the UK to cut costs. 

Jn America it is introducing 
several promotional schemes 
designed to improves sales and 
encourage customer loyalty. 

The action came as specula- 
tion mounted in the City re- 
garding possible management 
changes at Thorn following the 
company's disappointing per- 
formance. The shares have 
halved since the demerger and 
.were hit hard by nprofits want- 
ing last month. 

4 Michael MefraB; the chjef ex- 
ecutive, was hot available for 
comment yesterday but some 
said changes were 
f. One analyst said: “Giv- 


en what has happened, it would 
hardly be surprising if heads 
were to rad.” The company said 
it had received no pressure 
from investors for a board- 
room shake-up. 

Thorn said the UK store 
closures would involve a £ 10 m 


its but would then yield savings 
of £ 6 m a year. The stores ear- 
marked for closure are the 
smaller, underperforming 
branches that are in poor retail 
locations. The 90 stores ac- 
count for 15 per cent of all 
Radio Rentals outlets but gen- 
erate 7 per cent of sales: ‘The 
stores were only operating at 
half-efficiency” Thom said. 

The City responded posi- 
tively to the changes, marking 
Thom shares nearly 10 per 
cent higher to 203p. 

Though analysts predict 
further store closures at Radio 
Rentals. Thprn plans to. con- 
tinue 'to" roll out its Cray 
George’s format and should 
have about 60 stores in opera - 1 
tin by the end of theyear. 


In the US,- Thom is to woo 
rental customers with a series 
of promotions that offer re- 
wards for loyalty. Under one of 
the offers, called “6/50”, 
customers who remain loyal 
for more than six months on a 
rental contract receive a 50 per 
cent discount for the remainder 
of the agreement 
“We have a high chum rate 
in the US and we are hoping to 
increase customer numbers and 
lock them in,” said Thom’s 
spokesman Jim Donovan. 

The company is also im- 
proving the support structure in 
the Ua by merging the field 
sates teams of two divisions, 
Rent-a-Centre and Remco. 
The changes were announced 
ide Thonfs third-quarter 
its figures which showed an 
per cent Increase in pre-tax 
profits to £123m for the nine 
months to 31 December.lt said 
fourth -quarter performance 
would'be afffected by the third-' 
quarter trading figures, and the 
strength of sterling. 
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Under a cloud: Poor tratfing has prompted 90 branch closures In the Radio Rentals chain 


Debt standstill on 
Tunnel extended 


Peter Rodgers 


Eurotunnel said yesterday it had 
reached agreement with its 
banks on a nine-month exten- 
sion of a standstill agreement 
covering £ 8 bn of debts. 

The extension, from 14 
March to 14 December, is to 
take account of delays caused 
by last year’s fire. But the com- 
pany said the extra time did not 
signal problems in the bank 
negotiations over a financial 
reconstruction. The delay was 
necessary because Eurotunnel 
had put off the shareholder 
meeting to approve the plan 
from April to the end of June. 

Patrick Ponsolle, co-chair- 
man of the company, an- 
nounced last month that he did 
not want to put the plan to 
shareholders until after fire 
damage to the tunnel had been 
repaired and Le Shuttle freight 
services had resumed. 

Eurotunnel said it expected 


to a^ree the details of the fi- 
nancial reconstruction in lime 
for shareholders to vote. The 
225 banks agreed the extension 
of the standstill last Friday. 

The company announced an 
18-month debt standstill in Sep- 
tember 1995 and this would have 
ended on 14 March without the 
extension, which required a 
vote of 65 per cent or more of 
the lenders fay value to approve. 
Eurotunnel declined to say what 
the actual vote was. 

The terms of the restructur- 
ing, agreed in principle last 
October with a steering com- 
mittee of banks, must be fixed 
by the end of March so that a 
prospectus can be sent out in the 
first two weeks of April, to al- 
low shareholders to vote on the 
package by 30 June. 

. A Eurotunnel spokeswoman 
said: “Working parries are 
studying the details of the var- 
ious financial instruments and 
firing the parameters.’’ 


Confidence 
paves way 
, for 1J.00 
"new jobs 


Clifford German 


Rising consumer confidence 
and moreased high street spend- 
ing are helping to create almost 
1,100 jobs at Whitbread, 
Gqwrings, and Index. 
Whitbread, the brewing, 

S anfl restaurants company, 1 
:ate 300 new johs by open- 
5 more Costa Coffee stores 
the next 12 months, mainly 
Trf and around London. New 
outlets are being opened this 
month in . Putney, Goodge 
Street, Harrow and Waverley 
Station in Edmburgh- 
Tbey will increase the num- 
ber of Costa Coffee outlets by 
more than half to around 90 
stores, and will take the oper- 
ation further away from its tra- 
ditional sites in airports and 
railway stations and on to high 
street locations. 

These will place greater em- 
phasis on building up a take- 
away trade in coffee. As well as 


5 HTiri coffee, machines, 
d for real coffee is ex- 
to grow by 60 per cent 
icar 2001, Costa's man- 
lircctor, Mike Dowell, 


uauaj- 

i has also taken over six 
coffee stand conces- 
t Heathrow, Gatwick 

jsted airports currently 
ig as Staffs Cafes 
lately, Gowrings is 
rfive Burger King 
ints in Birmingham, 
op ton, Bournemouth, 
y and Newton Abbott 
U also employ an extra 
pie, and take the total 
of Burger Kings oper- 
Gowrings, which also 
5 R>rd main dealer- 

-21. • . 
her 480 jobs are being 
by Index, the Little- 
iwned retailers. It will 



JOlCMUiwawv- 

sating 100 jobs, and 
^distribution cen- 
e West Midlands, 

3 ther 380 staff to the 

t»e first store wiD be 

Vfelsafl in April, with 

tout locations yet to 



by takeover speculation 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Hanson’s electricity and coal 
mining empire mailed its his- 
toric split from the conglomer- 
ale yesterday with a better-than- 
expected rise in profits and a 
strong boost to its share price. 

The singe reflected takeover 


era Group, the regional elec- 
tricity company which forms ooe 
of Energy Group's main assets, 
following the US takeover bid 
launched for Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity yesterday. Hanson 
bought Eastern, one of the 
UK’s largest privatised power 
suppliers, in 1995 for £2l5bn. 

Ener gy Group shares jumped 
43 Jp to 56IL5p compared with 
Friday’s dosing price on the un- 


official grey market, an in- 
crease ofmore than 8 percent 
and valuing the company at 
£2.96bn. Energy Group in- 
vestor received ckk share m the 
new group for every 10 they 
hold in Hanson. 

However investors were also 
relieved that. Energy Group 
played down speculation that it 
was about to launch a big 
tin the US. In a 
with his Hanson 
Derek Bonham, Energy 
j’s executive chairman, 
nwife dear he was only planning 
small ex-scale acquisitions in 
the US in the next few weeks 
•r unning into “the tens of mil- 
lions of dollars rather than the 
hundreds of mflEons”. 

The news was interpreted as 

anattemp Hn calm fpflrc tfagt-ftn 



aggressive takeover policy 
would sharply raise the group’s 
debts. Outlining demerger plans 
last month Energy Group ex- 
ecutives had said the company 
was evaluating substantial in- 
vestments in US generation. It 
already owns Peabody Coal, 
the world’s largest privately 
owned producer of coaL The 
most likely short-texm oppor- 
tunity remains the purchase of 
an American power marketing 
company. Sources suggested 
dhakaons had gone beyond the 
due diligence stage and the 
two sides were now “negotiat- 
ing on price”. 

Eneigy Group revealed a 38 
per cent rise in operating prof- 
itsto£138m in the three months 
to the end of December. Earn- 
ings from the electricity busi- 
nesses more than doubled from 
£23m to £57m, reflecting East- 
ern’s purchase last year of coal- 
fired power plants from 


darak Bonham: planning only small-scale acquisitions 


Eastern also said it now snp- 
• plied 40,000 gas customers in tri- 
als of domestic competition in 
the South-west and South of 
England. However it did not dis- 
close possible losses made on 
gas contracts last year in the in- 
dustrial market, where it is sec- 
ond only to British Gas. Eastern 
was hit by the unexpected rise 
in the price of gas in 1996, hav- 
ing signed contracts to supply 
fuel to industrial customers at 
low prices. 

Meanwhile profits from the 
coal businesses in the US and 
Australia were unchanged dur- 
ing the quarter at Ener- 
gy Group confirmed plans to 
pay a final dividend for the year 
to the end of Match of 5.5p. 



Hanson, - the conglomerate that 
a byword for aggressive 
takeover activity in the 1980s, 
completed its demerger yes- 
terday, leaving a rump of -as- 
sorted building materials and 
electrical companies, writes 
Chris Godsmark. 

The demerger, which split 
Hanson’s. coal and deepaaty 
businesses into the. separately 
[noted Energy Group, means 
Jiat following its reduced sta- 
tns the company’s e arnings now 
depend cm the cyclical con- 


struction industry , _ Announc- 
ing an 11 per. cent increase in 
operating profits for these core 
.operations in the three months 
to 31 December, Lord Hanson 
■aid-. 'Difficult conditions per- 
sisted in our UK markets but 
our mam businesses all per- 
formed very credfrabty.’’ 
However, the results showed 
some boost from the long- 
awaited improvement in the 
housing market; “The housing 
upturn hi the UKhas translated 
into additional demand for 


• bricks and we anticipate this will 
extend to oar other building 
products,” explained Lord Han- 
son. Brick profits rose by 50 per 
cent to £ 6 m. 

Headline pre-tax profits in 
Hansom’s combined operations 
including the demerged Ener- 
gy Group slumped from £248m 
to £l57m m the three months 
to the end of December. How- 
ever the resultant 1995 includ- 
ed £205m of earnings from 
businesses later sold or de- 
meiged before the latest split. 
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Shares in 
Emap dive 
on Arculus 
resignation 


• Clifford German 

j — 

! Investors yesterday took fright 
i at the unexpected resignation of 
j David Arculus as managing di- 
! rector of Emap, the magazines 
■ and exhibitions group. Shares in 
| Emap dropped by 2Sp to 
] 785-5p, wiping £58m from the 
I company's stock market value. 

His decision to join United 
\ News & Media comes only 
! months after Emap was rocked 
‘-by a corporate governance row 
that culminated in the ousting 
of two non-executive directors. 

At that time Sir John Hoskys, 
chairman, played down ru- 
mours of a rut between Mr Ar- 
culus and Robin Miller, chief 
executive, over who would suc- 
ceed him when he retires next 
year. Mr Miller, tipped to suc- 
ceed Sir John, said yesterday no 
decision had been taken over 
who would become chairman. 

Some analysts were surprised 
by the sharp mark-down yes- 
terday in the share price of 
Emap. The company said Mr 
Arculus ’s departure was of his 
own choice. 

Nick Ward, an analyst at 
. Credit Lyonnais Laing, said: 
;.‘*The fact that Arculus is leav- 
; ing is slightly disturbing." How- 
'cver, he added: "But the place 
will not fall apart without him." 

Another analyst said the 
rmove was beneficial to both 


companies, simplifying the 
management structure at Emap 
and bringing new expertise to 
United, which has expanded 
rapidly following lasL year's 
merger with MAI and the 
takeover of the Blenheim ex- 
hibitions group. 

Mr Arculus joined Emap as 
corp -rate planner from the 
BBC iii 1972 and became group 
managing director in 1989. One 
of his main contributions has 
been in merging the business 
magazines and business exhi- 
bitions divisions. He was seen 
an outside candidate for Lbe 
chairmanship, being more like- 
ly to move up to chief executive. 

He was head-hunted for his 
job.at United and his decision 
to leave was reported to the 
Emap board on Friday. His re- 
sponsibilities will pass directly to 
the heads of the four operating 
divisions and he will not be re- 
placed as managing director. 

Sir John said: “We are sad to 
see David go, bat recognise the 
appeal of UN&M, which in- 
cludes mainstream television 
and newspapers, areas in which 
Emap does not operate." 

Mr Arculus also emphasised 
the amicable parting. “I leave 
Emap in veiy capable hands. It’s 
a company I admire greatly," 7 be 
said. 

Mr Arculus said he would be 
taking on a far bigger job at 
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Opposing views: Emap's chairman, Sir John Hoskys, played down rumours of a _rtft 
between David Arculus (right) and Robin Miller (left) a few months ago 


United, having operational re- 
sponsibility for consumer pub- 
lishing, broadcasting and 
entertainment, which accounts 
for almost 80 per cent of group 
turnover and profits. 

He declined to say hcrw much 
his remuneration package 
would be when he joins Unit- 
ed on 7 April. 


Under his charge will be UK 
consumer publications includ- 
ing Express newspapers, Ex- 
change & Mart and Dalton's 
Weekly, US consumer publica- 
tions - mainly free pick-up 
magazines - the broadcasting 
division and Miller Freeman, 
the business magazines and ex- 
hibitions group, which alone is 


roughly equal in size to Emap. 
He remainsa substantial share- 
holder in Emap, although it was 
beBeved yestenfay he would dis- 
pose of his holdings in order to 
farther his intention ofbecom- 
ing a substantial shareholder in 
United News & Media. 

The price of United jumped 
I6.5pto704p. 


Cloned lamb sends PPL shares soaring 


Magnus Grimond 

^Shares in PPL Therapeutics, the 
^biotechnology group, soared 
! 52.5p yesterday after it said it 
;had been granted an exclusive 
'licence for the technology which 
•created Dolly the lamb, hailed 
as the world’s first cloned ani- 
ijmal. PPL also said it had filed 
-a patent to protect the new 
■ scientific techniques'. - 

Ron James, managing direc- 
tor. described the success with 
^ Dolly, which has an mdenticai 
: genetic make-up to its sixyear- 
-old “mother", as “a major sci- 


entific advance" which would 
underline PPLs leading position 
in “transgenic" technology. 

“This new breakthrough wfi] 
open up the possibility for a 
variety of additional products to 
be produced economically by 
PPL Some of these products 
cotild not be produced by ex- 
isting technology -forexampie, 
. human serum albumin used in 
the - treatment of bums and 
other traumatic injury." 

PPL was floated on the stock 
market last year tocommer- 
dalire a process by which human 
proteins can be synthesised in 


large quantities in genetically al- 
tered or transgenic animals, 
Dolly was the result of work 
done by PPLs scientists work- 
ing with the Roslin Institute, 
near Edinburgh. Roslin, which 
was established as a government 
research operation, has agreed , 
to give PPLan exclusive licence 
for the tfechhologyin exchange „ 
Tor undisde^ed 'royalties. ; 

"" PPL already has a flock - of 
sheep from a transgenic lather, 
created by injecting DNA into 
an embryo and placing it back 
in the womb so that the animal 
is born in the usual way. Dolly 


has involved taking a cell from 
a six year old “motlieiL. to .re-, 
place ^j^^cinfirrmation in 

Alan Oilman, PPli research 
director, . said, the cloning 
■processwquld allow scientists to 
single out more pTOduc^e; an- 
imals. Af”riresent five to ted * 

atecFm the hope that on^Wiff';. 
prove to b^prodtt^fe anunaL^'- 
Thc cloning - process would, 
eliminate thatprocess, resulting 
in more cost-effiriemy, Mr Col- 
man suggested.. : .v •«. 

PPLs lead product'is Alpha 


1 Anti_ Trypsin or AAT for 
. treating cystic fibrosis, which is 
curpgpy in earfy^stage human 
trials: J /The proteins used .in 
AAT are milked from the 
transgenic sheep, ■ before 


, : Mr ;CoIman held _Qht; the 
prospect that tire new'aonmg 

teal «ltk cuir.entfy;u0^eat- 
aWe mseases BEO^BSB'ahd 
scrapie. He suggested that that 
the cells which cause the dis- 
Oa^es might be able to be re- 
moved from cattle and sheep, 
ma^g them resistant. 


Biotech entrepreneur 
set for one more float 


^Magnus Grimond 


gChris Evans, the biotech en- 
l trcprcneur with a string of st art- 
£ups to his name, yesterday 
^pledged not to launch another 
inew venture for at least five 
years as he set the latest of his 
^fledgling companies on the 
?iroad to the stock market. 
^Enviros, an environmental 
^products and services group 
'•which numbers the Prince of 
^Whles among its customers, 
Swill double annua} sales to 
"around £20m following the an- 
tmouncement that it is to acquire 
'-Aspinwall, said to be one of the 
^UK’s leading environmental 
b consultancies, for £7 .5 m. 
v : Mr Evans, who win see his 
£stake in Enviros diluted from 
faround 60 per cent to just un- 
tder a half as a result of the deal, 
-said he expected the group to 
f float in 18 months to two years 
rwhen it achieved “critical mass" 
^through further acquisitions 
£and moved into profit. He pre- 
^ dieted the 15-month-old group 
?would become the largest en- 
'viromnental services company 
*;in the UK within four months. 

But this would be the last 
-company he would establish 
*on his own account for “five to 
six years”, he promised yestet- 

f’day. Mr Evans’ quoted compa- 

[. nies already include the biotech 
'groups Chiroscicnce and Crisis, 
^aiong with Toad, the car secu- 
?iity products company whose 
■"-shares crashed earlier this 
-month. He said he was now “at 
^saturation point". 



At saturation point: Chris Evans promised yesterday not 
to establish another company for five to six years 


The enlarged Enviros will 
be valued at around £25m by the 
latest buy, which is being paid 
for via the issue of £6 -25m in 
Shares and the rest in cash. 
Aspiixwall was founded in 1972 
by . its eponymons chairman. 
Professor Rod Asp inwall, and 
turnover is now approaching 
£l0m. Among the services pro- 
vided by the group is the sort of 
environmental audit under- 
taken by Shell in the wake of the 


the Brent Split fiffisfio^oS 
loading buoy in the Atlantic. 

Enviros, which chalked up 
losses of between £lm and £2m 
in its first year, has already made 
three acquisitions. Mr Evans 
said QuantiSd, a consultancy to 
heavy industry, Biotaf which de- 
velops biosdeoce applications, 
and Bio-Industries, involved in 
waste treatment, were, among 
the best brands in the business. 


SmithKline settles US dispute 


Company Results 


; SmithKline Reccham, the phar- 
i maceuticals giant, has paid 
; $325m f£199m) to settle a long- 

- standing legal dispute with the 
? US government for overcharg- 
ing Medicare for patient ser- 
vices through its Clinical 

laboratories division. 
y The payment will end civil 
land administrative claims 
■.'against SmithKline for disput- 
ed claims from 1989 to 1996, 
'and follows last week's an- 
nouncement that the company 

- had reached a tentative settle- 


ment over the charges. Jan 
Leschly, SmithKline's chief 
executive, said yesterday: 
“SmithKline Beecham Clinical 
Laboratories never intentionally 
violated any laws." 

He attributed the dispates 
partly to “ambiguities over reg- 
ulations and guidelines,” and 
said the company had derided 
to moke a settlement to avoid 
"enormous potential costs and 
uncertainties connected with 
lengthy litigation". 

SmithKline set aside $406m 


in 1995 to cover legal costs 
associated with the charges 
through the US Department of 
Health and Human Services, as 
weD as another lawsuit brought 
by independent pharmacies 
over alleged discriminatory 
pricing practices: 

Almost a year ago the cbm*- 
pany offered to phy 530m to set- 
tle the dispute and also S20m 
worth of generic Tagamet, the 
anti-ulcer drug. A spokesman 
said the phannaciesinay still ap- 
peal that decision. 
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m Simon En^meering is selling the access division's industrial 
businesses to "forex Corporation for $90m (£55m). The disposal 
is in line with Simon’s plans outlined last September to sell its 
access side to cut group debts. A spokesman for Simon said it 
would use $7Sm to repay early the full amount of the US loan 
notes carrying the heaviest covenants and interest rates. In 1995, 
the businesses being sold had turnover of £lL8m, equal to 72 
per cent of the access division's total. 

• RegaLHotel, which last year paid£122m for the 60-strcmg chain 
of White Hart hotels from Forte, announced a 257 per cent surge 
in profits to £1035m. Regal said it had completed the first phase 
pf integrating the White Hart hotels,.and added that the full ben- 
efits would come through this year. The company said average 
room yield rose by 2.8 per cent with occupancy up by 4.9 per- 
centage points and room rates down 4.1 per cent. The dividend 
is doubled to lp. 

• Whitehead Mann Group is to seek a listing on the Stock Ex- 
cfcange. The company provides executive search, executive selection 
and consulting services to several blue-chip clients covering a range 
of industrial and commercial sectors. Its operating profit for the 
year ended 31-March 1996, before accounting for exceptional prop- 
erty costs of £800,000, was £1 .9m. 

• Sfaorco Holdings warned that analysts' forecasts would not be 
met due to tough second-half trading. It said results for 1996 would 
show profits o££500JX)0-£600,000, compared to some predictions 
by- analysts of up to £800,000. The company also announced the 
£262,000 purchase of the steel security cabin business owned by 
James Halstead. 

• Hdphire, which provides car hire and repair services to motorists 
involved in accidents that were not their fault, is seeking a full 
listing that will value the group at £15m. The company intends 
to raise £6m to meet growing demand. In the year to last March, 
it made taxable profits of £327,000, up from £64,000 in 1994/95. 
Brokers to the issue are Williams de Broe. 

• Ewart, the proper^ group, reported a 13.2 percent rise inpre- 
tax profits to £804,000 in the half-year to the end of October. Eam- 
ings per share improved from l-42p to 1.92p. The dividend is being 
lifted 40 per cent to 0.7p. 


Thom has been such a dismal i 
performer since last August’s ; 
Thom-EMI demerger that' : 
shareholders are probably 
grateful for small mercies 
these days. Shares in the Radio ■ 
Rentals and Crazy George’s 
retailer have halved from their 
408p level immediately post- 
demerger, but yesterday 
bounced 10 per cent to 20 3p 

on news of a store closure pro- 
gramme at Radio Rentals and . 

a shake-up of the US business. 

The more hopeful move is 
the closure of 90 smaller, un- 
der-performing branches of 
Radio Rentals. It will involve 
a one-off cost of £10m but 
should then yield savings of - 
£6mayeai. 

But the US strategy looks 
extremely optimistic. The US 
rentals market is so volatile 
that only 40 per cent of cus- 
tomers say with their agree- 
ments for more than six 
months. This high chum rate 
-for higher than in the UK— - 
saddles Thom with costly col- 
lection - and refurbishment bills 
it is willing to do almost any- 
thing to cuL The Holy Grail is 
customer loyalty and Thom is 
bending over backwards to 
achieve it through discounts 
which are unbelievably gen- 
erous. One scheme, called the 
“6/50” entitles anyone who 
remains loyal to Thom for 
more than six months to a 50 
per cent discount on their 
rental deal for the remainder 
of the contract. Though this 
will have a severe effect on 
margins, the company hopes to 
recoup the difference by win- 
ning more customers and per- 
suading them to stay longer. 

The difficulty, for Thom's 
management is that, ahhn ngh 
the market responded posi- 
tively to yesterday's actions, 
they do not alter some of the 
key underlying problems fac- 
ing the business. ‘ 

The most serious is Btigatibn 


ere several US states are.;, 
claiming aistomenihave been 
charged inflated interest rates 
in Thom's rental agreements. 
Meanwhile, at home, Thom is 
resigned to the introduction of 
the insurance premium tax, 
proposed in the last Budget 
This could cut £10m from 
Thom’s UK profits as the sale 
of warranties to customers at 
the end of the rent-to own con- 
tracts has been a lucrative 
business. Add to this the im- 
pact of sterling’s strength and 
weak trading both here and in 
America and it all adds op to 
sony tale. 

The US rentals market has 
fallen by 3 per cent on a like- 
for-llke basis this year as cut- 
throat prices from electrical 


retailers roremtaistomeis can 
afford, to buy” their gadgets 
rather than refit them. 

All this is a long way from 
the glitter thaLwas promised 
when Thorn was decoupled - 
from EMJ, a business that is 
not doing too weD either. 

Back then. some analysts 
thought Thom's rather dull 
rentals business might prove 
more attractive than its more 
glamorous sister. 

Assuming Thom makes its 
full-year forecast of £17Dm, the 
shares trade on a forward 
rating of less than 8. The low 
rating reflects the group's dif- 
ficult position but the compa- 
ny’s bruised shareholders are 
probably best advised to hold 
on for some kind of recovery. 


Community 
feels squeeze 


The continuing squeeze on 
nursing home budgets felled 
anothervictim yesterday when 
Community Hospitals said it 
was pulling out of the business. 

The derision to put its op- 
eration up for sale means 
Community has finally admit- 
ted that its policy of combin- 
ing hospitals with nursing 
homes has not been a success. 
The nursing home side has zun 
through four directors in as 
many years and the hospitals 
side has outperformed of late, 
a trend continued in the latest 
results. . 

Pre-tax profits up 28 per cent 
at £4.95m for the six months 
to December saw all . the 
growthiri hospitals, which saw 
their trading results rise from 
£5D8m to £6 -2m. The contin- 
uing care division, which as 
well as nursing homes includes 
the home nursing business, 
also for sale, was flat at 
£L34m. 


. buyers for continuing care are 
' said to be “at an early stage", 
but analysts are optimistic that 
the group will be able to realise 
net asset value of around 
£30m. The homes, which range 
from Bingley, West Yorkshire, 
in the north to London’s 
Finchley in the south and out 
east as far as Chelmsford, 
should prove attractive to an 
industry increasingly aware of 
the need for consolidation 
rather than organic expan- 
sion. Like many others, occu- 
• pancy at a lowly 76.4 per cent 
has been hit by recently 
opened homes. 

Assuming it can raise a de- 
cent sum for the operation, the 
strategy looks sensible,.if per- 
haps a little belated. Increased 


Thorn: at a glance 


• WEWGroup has appointed Anna Vinton, founder of the Re- 
ject Shop, as a iron-executive director. Along with her former hus- 
band, she built up the Reject Shop, which went public in 19S8 and 
was acquired in 1994 by Upton & Southern. 

• Cafe Inns said Michael Norris, its finance director, had left 
the company to pursue other interests. Shares fell 5p to 185p. 





throughput and an intrAJxi'J • 

tentkm to cost control in%lHut- i 
ed by Alan Pilgrim, who ; 

the chief exccu inc'* rL>ir -' i J > c ' ir - 

ago. briped raiM: the operating • 

margin from hospital* fr :, n* ; 
19.2 per cent to 21-5 per cent ■ 
The group’s 1C hospiUi- s >«tu- 
ated in an arc around Lond' >n 
stretching from Surrey through 
Hertfordshire to Esscv with ; 
outlying ones in ihe West Coun- 
try mid Yorkshire, benefit from 
strong local frnnchisoi. ( 

That should put Common- ; 
ity in a strong position : • 

it’s insurance company pay- ■ 
masters, which provide Si) per ; 
cent of revenues, and should ; 
protect h from any aticmps h\ ; 
insurers to cut rates as they j 

build networks of ''preferred • 

providers" for their health- ! 
care services. m ! 

The company's “best view” ] 
of full-year profits of around j 
£12.75m puis the shares, up 9p i 
at 3825p, on a forward p e of 
l5.W3rthholdingasnneiifthe J 

few ways into the private fits- i 
pi Lai markeL 

PizzaExpress j 
still on track 

I 

PizzaExpress has been a phe- j 
nomcnal performer since the ; 
32-year-old pizza chain re- j 
versed into Slar Computer in J 
early 1993. In just four wars, j 
the shares have soared from i 
around 70p to 560.5 p. up 2p : 
yesterday, as management I 
have taken what was a j 
predominantly South-east of I 
England concept and started | 
to extend it across the j 
country. j 

Pre-tax profits have rock- ■ 
eted from £ 1.42m in 1993 to ] 
£9.9Sm last year and yesterday i 
the group announced it had ) 
grown another 54 per cent to j 
£6-28ra in the six months to \ 


the more remarkable for the 
fact that the menus and the 
format have hardly changed in 
a generation which has seen 
the arrival of a flood of pizza- 
purveying rivals. 

Blit PizzaExpress is aiming 
at a more upmarket audi- 
ence. It still imports most of 
its ingredients from Italy (and 
is therefore benefiting’ from 
the strong pound) and gen- 
uinely attempts to make each 
restaurant different, with at- 
tractions and features ranging 
from clock towers and river 
terraces to jazz. 

The “affluent, aspirational 
20 to 50-year-olds" who crave 
this combination are still not 
being catered for, according 
to David Page, the chief ex- 
ecutive. He reckons they 
could double or triple the 
size of the 127-strong chain in 
five years. The first (fran- 
chised) overseas restaurant 
opens in Los Angeles next 
week and there could be 10 to 
15 within 18 monLhs. ranging 
from the West Coast of the US 
to Delhi. 

In the meantime, there '-is 
plenty to go for in the exist- 
ing business. Last October’s 
£25 .5m share-financed deal to 
buy in 32 franchised outlets 
and one other restaurant will 
replace £719,000 of royalties 
with a contribution of’£4.5m 
in a full year. 

There are still eight fran- 
chised locations to be bought, 
with negotiations under way 
for half of them, which could 
eventually deliver up to £lm 
more. 

This is a chain still far from 
maturity, with restaurants 
open for more than 10 vears 
still producing growth of 
around 10 per cent and group 
like- for-] ike growth ahead of 
last year. Klemwort Benson's 
forecast of full-year profits of 
£ 15.5m puts the shares on a 
forwani multiple of 30. failing 
to 21. which looks up with 
events. Hold, 
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Share spotlight 


The agreed £1.5bn bid for 
ttrictiiire Electricity by two US 
power groups gave the slock 
market muck-needed support 


takeover action, ahead of the 
general election. 

_ Yorkshire ended 63J>p 
higher at 882p on the news, 
while Southern the 

only other remaining inde- 
pendent regional electricity 
company in England, added 
23 Jp to 77Dp. 

Shares in Energy Group,' 
newly demerged from the 
Hanson empire, also gained 
from positive sentiment to- 
wards the utilities sector, 
adding 43.5p to 568.5p on 
their first day of trading to top 


■ ‘jj t 


chips. Goldman Sachs ha* a 
target price of 590a, while 
ABN-Amro Hoare Govett is 
also positive. 

Boos ted by the Yorkshire 
bid, the h i^£i-250 index dosed 
10.9 points higher at 4,641.9 


while the mam FTSE-100 in- 
dex recovered from a low of 
4,316 to dose just S.7 points 
adrift at 4331.1 with ex-divi- 
dend factors accounting for a 
loss of about seven points. 

Hopes of further corporate 
action encouraged buyers in 
healthcare group Smith & 
Nephew, whose shares rose 
5-25p to 196p on speculation 
that Johnson & Johnson of the 
US was lining up a bid. 

Also moving on bid hopes 
were shares in Arjo Wiggins 
Appleton, up lip to 172p cm a 

weekend newspaper report 
that the struggling Anglo- 
French paper group had held 
talks with its South African 

^um^ra-imrai^! a £50Qm 


counterpart, Sapp, about a 
£Zbn mer g er in voJvmg a£50Qm 
sale of Axfo's European paper 
distribution arm to its man- ' 
agemenL' 

Itwould not be the fust time 


market report 


PATRICE TOOHER 


crossed. Uro 
fered a high 


rs Aijosuf- 
when Sappi 


outbid it for SD 'Wknen, the 
US coated paper producer. 

' Although the reoent talks be- 
tween Arjo and Sappi report- 
ed came to DOthmg,ana^^ 
aft encouraged to hear that 
Aqo is lookmg at ways to im- 
prove its strategic position 
- through some fotm of an asset 
swap or alliance - Azjo is 
heavily exposed to the mature 
carbonless paper market. 

. Arjp 'has been rotted by a 
series of top-level defections 
j n m ee Stephen Walls, chief ex- 
ecutive at the time of the 1990 
merger between AngfoAmer^ 
ican paper group Wiggins 
Ifeape Appleton and its French 
counterpart Arjomari-Prioox, 
left after the board rejected 


plans for a merger with Dutch 
paper group KNP in 3992. 

Analysts note that last 

week's merger between St 
Louis, Aijcrs 40 per cent 
shardKdderwhh feflaw Ranch 
group Worms, could pave the 
way lor the French to buy out 
the rest erf Arjo that they do not 
already own. Daniel MeKn, 
the former chief executive of 
St Lc 8 ns,yKterday resigned as 
deputy chairman of aSo fol- 
lowing die St. Louis/Wbims 
deal. 

United News & Mafia con- 
tinued its recent strong run, ris- 
ing l&5p. to 704p on news that 
David Arculns, the well-re- 
garded mafnagyng director of' 
publishing group is to 


become United* s chief oper- 
ating officer with respoasib 2 - 
ity for cransmncr publishing, 
broadcasting trade magazmes 
and exhSstkms. Eman,oy con- 
trast, dipped 27p to ’785.5p. 
Currency ccHicerns weighed 

on music jrabfisher EMI, off 
42b at l.l&p ahead of today’s 
thrr d- qi”»1 «* T fignrfS, wfafle ^ 
effects of a strong pound also 
affected shares in several in- 
surers reporting this week, uo- 
tably Co mm er cia l Uaioa, 7 Jp 
weaker at 701p. Guardian 

Royal Exchange was hit by sell 

advice fiom Soti£t£ Gtfn&rale, 
ending LSp down at 288p. 

A two-way mill was seen in 
W ld l hto a rt .4w5p better at 787p. 
Goldman Sachs rates the 
shares a buy bat Credit Lyon- 


Srotthh & Newcastle, 12_5p 
ahead at 687 Jp. 

CLL sees ajperiod of can- 
sohdation for Whitbread after 
spending £600m in acquisi- 
tions over the last 18 months 


on the Kkes of David Lloyd 
Leisure and the Pelican and 
Brigh (Reasons restaurant 
chaW The broker alro thinks 
Whitbread, having been the 
fizst to identify the huge po- 
tential for the UK eating-out 
market, now has less scope 
than its peers to improve high- 
marg in food Sales from its 
managed pub outlets such as 
Brewers Byre and Beefeater. 

Gowrings, an unlikely com- 
bination of R)rd motor deal- 
erships and Burger King 
franchises, improved a penny 

to 106.Sp. It is opening five 
mare fast-food restaurants m 
the first half of this year, bring- 
ing the number of Barger King 

outlets it operates to 2L 

Dedicated fans of biotech 
outfit Stanford Rook were dis- 
appointed to hear that data on 
its tuberculosis drug SRL172 
would not be analysed and 
made available as soon as 


!Q5p to 520p. 


0 Ofcx-Hsted kHz Mask 
Group, home to Irish crooner 
Daniel ODoondl, reported 
pretax profits of £6211,000 on 
sales of £& 8 m in the nine 

months to December Tbc re- 
sults, the first since Rhzwas 
floated two months ago, arc 
slightly ahead of those set out 
in the prospectus. RHz re- 
mains on course tor a pro- 
jected (tail-year profit oT 
<551*000 alter incurring a 
small fourth-quarter loss. 
Helped by Mr ODonneO, 
who tops the UK country & 
western charts, shares in Ritz 
have jumped from their plac- 
ing price of 55p to 78p. 

□ Dealings In AoiTech, the 
heart valve manutocturei; are 
due to begin tomorrow. Place 
by broker Bell Lawrie at 
125p, the shares are seen 
opening at 140p.Tbe 
company is raising a net 
£45m on Is worth £21-5m at 
the placing price. 
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Washington provides the prelude 
to a year of rising interest rates 


A lan Greenspan, the 
chairman of ihe Feder- 
al Reserve Board in 
Washington, gives his 
Humphrey-Hawkus testimony 
to the US Senate Banking Com- 
mittee tomorrow and Thursday. 
For people who are not up to 
speed on the finer points of US 
monetary procedure, all you 
need to knew is that he gives this 
testimony twice a year and it is 
aided as the most important 
guide to the future stance of US 
monetary policy for the next six 
months. 

The thing that the markets 

win be looking for this time will 

be an indication of whether the 
Fed will increase interest rates 
in the face of a tightening 
labour market and very highly 
valued, maybe overvalued, 
shares. The Fed chairman does 
not make interest rate decisions 
by himself, but he isprimus inter 
pares on the Fed’s Open Mar- 
ket Committee, which does 
make the decision, and so bis 
judgement will carry great 
ight. Short-term interest rates 
in the US have not changed for 
more than a year, and with the 
next FOMC meeting on 25 
March, the immediate question 
for the financial markets is 
whether rates will go up then. 

There are three forces sug- 
gesting that they mitfiL Fira, Dr 
Greenspan warned back on 5 
December about Ihe “irrational 
exuberance" ofWkll Street, and 
since then share prices have 
gone on rising. The Fed might 
feel the need to lean against this 
rise in case it gets seriously out 
of hand and a subsequent col- 
lapse threatens the stability of 
the whole financial system. 

Second, monetary growth, 
something that central b anks 
always wony about, has been 
nudging upwards a gain, as the 
graph shows. And third, there 
is some pressure from pay set- 
tlements in the US which sug- 
gest that pay rises might start 
to feed through into inflation 
later this year. 

The professional Fed-watch- 
ers seem pretty evenly bal- 
anced about the likelihood of 
a rise in March, but they are 


not move next month, it 
is likely to tighten policy later 
in pie year, perhaps in May. 
This will be a year of rising US 
Interest rates. 

1 1 will also be the year erf ris- 
ing rates elsewhere in the 
world. UK rates will go up for 
reasons which are pretty dear; 
strong economic demand, 
some indications of asset price 
inflation, particularly in house 
prices, and a tightening labour 
market. Less obviously, it may 
also eventually see rising in- 
terest rales in the other main 
economies, in particular in 
Germany, where the good ex- 
port performance will be fur- 
ther reinforced by the recent 
fall of the mark. 

Domestic demand remains 
stagnant and unemployment 
has risen sharply m recent 
months, but the view of the 
Bundesbank is that this shows 
the need for structural reforms 
in taxation and the labour mar- 
ket, rather than further cuts in 
interest rates. Meanwhile the 
fell of the marie is starting to 
push up raw material and en- 
ergy prices, something which 
wffl eventually start to worry the 
Bundesbank. In any case, 
money policy in Germany is 
quite loose at the moment: 

money supply k rising at the top 

of the target range. 

Germany is not going to in- 
crease rates for some time, but 
it is at least conceivable that by 



Hamish 

McRae 

The coming 
period will be a 
test not just of 
the markets’ 
nerve but also 
of the depth of 
support for 
central bank 
independence 


a weak one by previous stan- 
dards. The yen has become 
very much weaker in the past 
two years and that trend seems 
likely to continue awhile yet 

Put all this together and 
what do you have? From the 
perspective of the financial 
markets there is the fed that 
they will, at some stage in the 
nextyear lo 18 months, have to 
push up the hill of rising in- 
terest rates. The hill may not 
turn out to be very steep, but 
a hill it will be. 

But there is another and 
completely different perspec- 
tive: the view of the rest of us. 
Over the past five years there 
has been a gradual movement 
towards giving central banks 
greater independence in setting 
monetary policy and giving 
governments less independence 
in setting fiscal policy. Within 
the European Union this switch 
is explicit in the Maastricht 
process, which requires the 
banks to be made independent, 
and requires governments to 
trim their deficits to meet the 
Maastricht criteria. If monetary 
union happens, monetary .pol- 
icy will be entire! 


the back end of this year rates 
there win be dimbing too. If they 
go up in Germany they will rise 
in the rest of continental Eu- 
rope. Finally, expect Japanese 
interest rates to start rising by 
the end of the year. At last there 
is an econo mi c recovery, though 


of political control. 

Elsewhere the move has been 
more patchy. Here in the UK the 


en some greater degree of in- 
fluence and may be given more 
after the ejection, to the US there 
has been no explicit constitu- 
tional change to correspond 
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with Maastricht, but the per- 
ceived success of Dr Greenspan 
at the Fed has given him enor- 
mous authority, while there has 
been oootinumg pressure in re- 
thice the fiscal autoooay of the 
Preskfcntaxid Congress, ty mea- 
sures such as the balanced bud- 
get amen dment In Japan the 
central bank has been Fonnally 
given a greater degree of inde- 
pendence, though it is not dear 
how much this means inpractice. 

But these past five years of 
constitutional movement have 
been a period of felling inter- 
est rates. From a practical po- 
litical point of view it is much 
easier to applaud the wisdom 
of a central oank that uses its 
independence to deliver cheap- 
er money, than it is to cheer 
when it wants to put raxes up. 

So the coming period of ris- 
ing interest rates will be a test 
not just of the nerve of finan- 
cial markets, but also a test of 
the depth of political support 
for the concept of central bank 
independence. If the fi nanriai 
markets react badly to rising 
rates, then the pressure on 
political support lor indepen- 
dence becomes all the greater. 

So this arcane practice 
where the Fed chairman 
spends a couple of days being 
questioned by the US Senate 
has two levels of significance. 
It will be interesting, even fox 
people who do not follow each 
twist and bum of US interest 
rate polity, to catch a feeling 
for the concerns of the Fed 
chief at this stage of the cycle. 
As the year unfolds we can then 
judge the level of comfort or 
concern of the Fed. But it is in- 
teresting also as an overture to 
the great debate which we will 
hear over the next three or four 
years about the proper location 
of monetary policy in the po- 
litical process. 

Higher interest rates are go- 
ing to be unpopular. Should that 
unpopularity be loaded on to na- 
tional central banks, an in- 
ternational centra] hank (such as 
wffl happen in Europe if EMU 
proceeds), or should it remain, 
in part at least, as a burden to 
be placed on elected politicians? 


East End lag fans play 

it safe with own airline 

People & Business 


The Barclay brothers aren't 
the only fraternal 
to oorne out of the East ' 
and make it big in business- 
The Gold brothers - David 
and Ralph - have jusT 
launched their own executive 
airline at Biggin Hill, Kent. 

The Golds have always 
IHreri the former Rattle of 
Britain aerodrome - they 
owned the Biggin Hfll flying 
dob in the 1970S.~Both are 
keen amateur pitots, and 
David has won the Malta air 
rally twice, 

the launch of Gold Air In- 
ternational brings the esti- 
mated assets of the Gold 
Brothers to £230m. They own 
over 80 companies. Other in- 
terests include part-owner- 
ship of Birmingham City 
Football Club and 50 per cent 
of Sport newspapers. 

The Golds made their first 
real money in the 1970s try 
buying and selling a retail 
property in London's 
Queensway. A spokeswoman 
tells me they decided to 
launch an airline now for two 
reasons: firstly, they wanted a 
safe airline tbey could use 
themselves around the UK 
and Europe, not least follow- 
ing the tragic death of 
Chelsea director Matthew 
Harding in an air crash. 

The Golds also think an 
airline has great commercial 
promise - they'll be spending 
£15m on jets for the company 
tins year alone. 

Anna Vinton, co-founder of 
the Reject Shop chain bought 
three years ago by Upton & 
Southern Holdings, is joining 
WEW Group as a non -execu- 
tive director. - 
As such Mrs Vinton is mov- 
ing into familiar territory - 
the Reject Shop, as its name 
suggested, sold cheap and 
cheerful domestic goods, 
while WEW stands for the 
the shop that sells “What 
Everyone Wants”. 

WEW’s 80 stores in Scot- 
land and the North-east sell 
discount clothes, and its new 



Glory days: Sir Winston 
Churchill taking the salute 
at Biggin HD! 

management is struggling to 
improve the group’s faltering 
performance. Mrs Vinton ad- 
mits: “Its going to be a tough 
job turning WEW around, 
but I think its dp-able. They 
have got the right strategy." 

In fect Mis Vinton was at- 
tracted to WEW because of 
the new men at the top - 
chairman James Millar, for- 
merly head of William Lowe, 
which sold out to Tfesco, and 
chief executive Richard 
Boland, ex-head of the Free- 
mans catalogue business, 
"They both came highly rec- 
ommended - Lord MacLau- 
rin at Thsco always said what 
a good business William 
Lowe was,” she says. 

While most of the business 
world is cosymg up to the 
Labour government in wait- 
ing, Andersen Consulting is 
taking a counter-cyclical view. 
Andersen’s current director 
of research and knowledge 
management, Patricia Hewitt, 


is leaving lo stand ss * 

Labour cmdidaitf in s2,t 

Labour scat of U'ictN** • 
West. .and is being replug 
by Stephen Locke - 3 funner 
private secretary to 
Lawson. To be fair. Mr Uw‘ 
was a civil servant when he 
served Lord Btaby - Iw 
worked in the TrcaMiiJ m™ 
1976 to 1982. , ' 

Since then Mr Locke hjs 
worked for the Consumers 
Association. Latterly he has 
been the CA's head el re- 
search and policy. 

As such he should havc^nv 
right experience to run An- 
dersen’s research and knowl- 
edge management arm. Look 
oot for Andersen s next pp> ^ 
ject - “ best-value spin -drier. 

Wickes. the troubled DIY 
chain, has appointed its thjrd 
firm of PR spin doctors in 
just over a year. Wickes 
parted company with 
Brunswick in favour of Dcwc 
Rogerson last June when "ac- 
counting irregularities*" were 
discovered at the DIY chain. 
Dewe only agreed to stay on 
until the rescue rights issue 
was out of the way, since they 
already act for Wickes" rivals 
Boots, owner of Do It AIL* 

City PR people rely heavily 
on lunches to communicate 
with journalists (he wrote, 
sipping his mineral water), 
which should be good news 
for London restaurants like 
Rowley’s, the Jermyn Street 
eaterie. * ^ 

It is seeking to raise ^,r 
£800,000 via the Enterprise* 
Investment Scheme. Petrol 
station king Rtebard Gnes^ 
joint chairman and managing 
director, and joint chairman 
Christopher Barnett, a for- 
mer merchant seaman, want 
the money to open further 
restaurants along Rowley's 
“steak and chips” lines. They 
say they may even start a 
restaurant outside London if 
the opportunity offers. 

John Wiilcock 
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her kicking 


L’Opera may attract 
tenners at 10-1 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Richard Dunwoody, and bos 
fractured sternum, emerged 

from Asbfmti Hospitti yester- 

day and ccmtioued to c omplain 

about the treatment he re- 
ton on^Sato^y. Elsewfoeie 


that a part ofhis anatomy oth- 
er than the breastbone should 
have been diecked over. 

With due deference to Vm- 
me Jones’s goal cdebrations at 
Highbury on Sunday, it was 
Dunwoody who struck foe pose 
of the weekend after being de- 
posited on the Sunbnry terra 
finnaly See More TJutin c ss .^ 
be froze in a Ibndmi^alist 


CTOTritUKjoci^iefosedtieat- 
fflent on three occasions. The 
press release had it that the Ul- 
sterman told paramedic crews 
to “go away*, and If that was in- 
deed the message, it may have 
been conveyed m slightly more 
salty language. “Tapologiseifin 
my injured state I caused of- 
ft a c tj but I was unhappy with 

my initial treatment,” the invalid 

sard yesterday. . 

It remains tire contention of 
Dunwoody, who is almost cer- 
tain to recover in tttw. for tjj® 


mowed brusquely by his first at- 
tendant on&turday. Peter Mc- 
Neile, Snnbtoy’s dedc of the 


to befieve mare than the rider’s 

breastbone was m contact »itt» 
the tuz£ “Obviously be [Dun- 


'torn Thte hopes to discover on 
Thursday the reason for -Lo 
Stregone’s dismal display in 
Saturday's GreeMfls Grand 
National THal atHaydoctThe 
trainer believes a Hood test wiS 
reveal the reason wbythe 4-5 
favourite traScdm a toe&feefe- 
en last of five. 1 ^ 

*IhtessBdyesteiday;“Iwario 
btood^jesboaThntsdayandthat 
wOfteO me. He seems OK, he's 
eaten tip and looks bright 
enough but I have s SBsnicxm 
he’s sickening for^soraetmng.” 
■fate is hopeful that Lo Stre- 
gcnewffl recover in time k> tack- 
le foe Grand Nation^, which he 
missed last year-doe to fio. He 
added: “Maybe our iodk-wfS go 


foe other w 
connections 


this time. The 
2 miffed about 


woody] was hurt and in pain and 
probably not quite all there," 
MriN efle said. “If you’ve had the 
stuffing knocked out of you, you 
don’t fed too good But there 

was no way the [first] guy tried 

to move hnn. There was no rea- 
son to, because ft wasn't as if we 
had to dear foe course for the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Lively Knight 
(leleaster 340) 

NB: Bfrthptac* 
(Cattaridc 3L20) 

nest dreuit. He migh t have put 
bshand on his shoulder but mat 
was as for as it went.” 

Adrian Maguire seems to 
have been frustrated by Dun- 
woody ever since, three years 


W?u^*** 


ago, be rode 194 winners but 
still did not collect foe jockeys’ 
championship- The Irishman 
rode live winners on Saturday 


newsprint- “It’s a shame that a 
great day at Kempton has been 
marred by this, because if 
Richard didn’t have a vintage 
day then there were others who 
did,” McNeflc added. “It’s 
stolen our thunder and I don't 
think it was justified. 

“If I was Adrian Maguire Fd 
be fiwfoog pretty hackedoff You 
ride five winners and that man 
Dunwoody still manages to 
keep you off the front page. 
.That must be exasperating.” 

It was rather like Rorke’s 
Drift for Dunwoody yester da y. 


Midtael Caulfield, the Jockeys' 
Assodafiwx secretary who could 
have been expected to support 
him, was abroad on leave, while 
David Pipe, of foe Jockey dob, 
and United Racecourses* man- 
aging director. Sue Ellen, 
massed behind McNefie in aver- 
ring foatSaturdsy*s procedures 
were correct. There will be do 
J ockey Chfo inquiry into the in- 
cident, no semblance either of 
self-blame from foe course's 
owners. 

' “Contrary to some reports, 
Richard Dunwoody was not 
attended by an employee of the 
racecourse but by an experi- 
enced paramedic who is trained 
and qualified to deal with such 
moderns,” Sue Ellen said. “The 
paramedic was in attendance 
within seconds of the fall and 


Richard Dunwoody three times 
declined t r e a tment,” 

McNeifc too emphasised the 

speed of foe reaction. “The 
ambulance followed 70 yards 
behind and they were with him 
within 20 seconds, so he hard- 
ly had timer to sph the mud out 
of his teeth,” foe clerk of the 
comae said. *1 am surprised and 
rather disappointed with wh&t 
Richard has said.” 

Ac oim fb a to ty factor to Mc- 
Nefle’s dismay could have been 
that it was he who dooned the 
diauffcur's bat to drive Dun- 
woody's Saab over to Ashford 
Hospital Those that believe 
kindness is always rewarded 
will be pleased to learn that he 
then got a lift home from a 
member of Dunwoody* s man- 
ageraeat tean in a Rolls Royce. 


sdftos stiO got four legs, a head 
and atari” 

Tile is concerned that his 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase contender. Ask 'tom, 
might catch whatever is afimg 
hissttibte-compauiomHesmd: 
“Ask'fom is fine bet Ksbax isn’t 
far awa y from Lo Stregone’s. It’s 
Kke am office and bugs do go 
round, although they have dif- 
fered levels of severity on dif- 
ferent horses. I’m very much 
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I FESTIVAL 
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something just beforehand. 


~.svVi-V.‘; ’Ft j .SJL’? 1 ? SK* 

. r r ?li 

••I. •' Vl 1 J W > ,'j ■*'? 


-- '.r***. ■ - arX<^. * r i *?*&*'. 

jgt+afr&s 

. .- L t 


\bz> 

v®-- 

fa 




-jura 

■f fit 

■c-, . 

f - 

TSH? ; 

”' y ~% 7 '^f'v 

* '• ? S »;9 T ' •■r? 

'l '?_? 

. r 

• ■?*?+* ' 


The bookmakers’ ante-post lists 
are racing’s futures market 
Readers can catch up with foe 
latest developments - best 
prices are in bold - in this 
sphere with The Independent's 
Tuesday service. 

Champna Hurdle: Large Ac- 
tion is a top-priced 6-1 with 
W®kmHiD-Ci»alBD9-2,wh0e 
Make A Stand is 10-1 (Tore) - 
Ladbrokes go 7-L Sanmarttno 
is 14-1 (Tbtc) - Coral go 10-1 - 
after winning foe Grade 2 Dove- 
cote Novices’ Hurdle at Kemp- 
ton on Saturday. 

Qbecb Mother Champion 
Chase Sound Man is 7-1 
(Wiliam HiH> - the Tbte go 5-1. 
Wang Flagship is generally 

11- 4 after his comfortable three 
lengths success over Arctic 
Kinsman - 20-1 (William 
Hill/lbte) - in Saturday's Em- 
blem Chase at Kempton in 
which Martha’s Son - 20-1 
(Ladbrokes) - William Hill go 

12- 1 - fell at foe second fence. 
Triumph Hurdle Sbootling 

Light is 7-1 (William Hill)- the 
Tbte go 5-1 -while Coraraanche 

Court is 10-1 (Ladbrokes)- the 


RACING'S 

FUTURES 

MARKET 


Tbte go 7-1. L’Opera is 10-1 
(Coral) - Ladbrokes go 6- 1 - af- 
ter beating Kerawi (who was 
conceding 4tb)- 10- 1 (William 
Hfll/Udbokes) - Coral go 7-1 

- by 2'/: lengths on his hurdling 
debut in foe Grade 2 Adonis 
Hurdle at Kempton. 

CMtenham Gold Qq> Chase 
Dublin Ytytx is H-l (William 
H21) - Coral go 7-1. The Grey 
Monk is 12-1 (Tbte) - general- 
ly 10*1 elsewhere - after beat- 
ing Tbrao a length off a 
handicap mark of ] 45 ma2m4f 
handicap chase at Haydock on 
Saturday. Sony Bay is 20-1 
(Ibte) - Coralgo 14-1 - after 
beating Into The Red by 19 
lengths off a handicap mark of 
144 in the 3m4f Grcenalls 
Grand National Thai Handicap 
Chase. 

Grand National Handicap 
Chase: Suny Bay is 16-1 (Tote) 

- William Hill go 10-1. 

Ian Davie* 
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DRAGON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4200 added 3m 


r*rn%l dragon handicap c 
1*™J Penalty VUm £3^3S 


• . mraadN •• 
2J0ROBIMICH«m«j)-. 340 BmtQm 
240 Raapora Mask 4iMta4Nip 

3J0 Jumt JoRin 440 tlwta flie Ufa (nb) 

OOKNOs Good (muMlt fai front of attnh). 

«n n^toofOOph. 

■Oobw h 2m SB of eft? off M- LdcaatBrtfadm (LmAn, Si natem - SidUd Him) 
Zm. ADNUISZORzSfl COAPi S£). IFYccrrtmonia- CAX MIX: n»e. Siho- Ring Car Park 
— S IZ atoAs car and kw oecnpwW. 


■ tEADWOttAnaaa WB» atimmte P Mdwlaaa — 14 Ikno GO rao- 

nenglnSm aneoBHxaioflraS^Miadapnactai ■£] lrwl aake of £J 44.72; N Be*. 

7 wfaMfe'S I natSK MM, «&41;nMMMi»- 7 winner*, 80 
nmnen, SUM, -Wti Unfnrmm — T.^m, Miming. 18^%,-S20J7. 

■ rJUnSMC JOCSUKnfc AMwalre — IS irinnna,'3tl Xkfas, 18.6%, -£Z8^4S; B D» 

ii lnutniMTi. nn iiiin. "on. rrnmr. if ii nripnu ddcs, 

17.6%,^3^2; — Bwtnocr*. 66 tkfcn, 1SS%, +S&21, 

m . irUlMKnil MI Il G BrWMfc a lint CMO). 
wiNiinsmimcMRaBvwmaracNoofc 

UMGWBZ&NanUiniKfUKrnkBtZ^liMtaeenaesltomaHlvJiOfNelH 
from giajBPP Wood Upd. Cniriyi ^ UmOb m itrr (*.10) went IBS mBca ly B R Mfflman 
from K e ialiawant.tfatiiiC. ^ ... .. . 


1^35«M2 

2 BB0332 

3 P0FS56 

4 322-06 

5 3MP00 

6 6PMPS 

7 wau 

8 333333 

9 POWW 

10 3SWP0 
U 00506 

12 BDW 

13 aiMBF 


ptcKwm,NDVU nmctf cnage (class ^ £4 , 200 

T10»ii POnHyWoa £3^M 

aonfallite0y^iwn«j«^7uia--^ — ... . .... • — rwa 

iw^ i ai t ahTg)(^aatojwaame a wnssaoaa him 

OMHOnKCBMMntajAlteWSlOS ; ! SBptoa 


1 warn RwmKanmpw«angptw«rniuii3fi ; sv^m 

2 1225U* CMnwai«aRM(i>iri«i%naaattMijnmwioiiB iim. 

3 6ff254.m»am(«i<iahnnwojMaaroj0.... jsvem 

4 3HW» nMBrOBltl](M»A|4alBl)JJ0Miafi2Dfi. AHmdn 

5 IOLM0 UanWIUPCT»ta01.V | W|B0fctti71D4. JCWn» 

- S 4Df- J KWnnaom(B3|nM6aMMlS!MlllD3DO ; IMtaafT) 

7 23MTO auttm (ZT] (Tt>‘ -3. -Man Pamvnllrt 8 Bak»« 11 10 Q i IH 

. 8 Fttfoo iwprywcTtmwB^wv^a^UBAVtotevflioa. iahcmiv 

HDD) annum aatfeifltt lhaftwty / . . 

m wni » B iaa «n M |i aia , S2 Ca al8i1inMla>;S l iVma |IM w , S4.I a #aalBaiUd.ia-lCBa«an, 

t9Mfc DUncflM 7 10 13C UBM%n &-^7Mteoq) 11 on 

NMM 0UDE 

CNMUIMfWUMMn41hBMliBMttainaM0OinlKN8MxiAbbet<nMKnappimanoa. 

HaJnttM win me ona ten surtnee «lw ha tuned ow hetpot B' <aun atVKmttttr laet 
1°°- aww nwa re>iMdWiiffirecMi^mlgiaahaaootfpBitonwie * lDbaatH»nit^yRwln 
“*■ a nwfaBetandcap at HarMbnl thpaan uan a modantwaoa at FoOwgaomKyi a mean 
»- so frem b tayofTw^ to wwffl oppoehv. Rmy Otan. a Winer owr hunSria.md AnoOa In Ira- 
- 4ancl,mt^lumnaadn«ntest^axiditionB.butaivn<Mcrfl>nOM««mtitaarOon0BrtHp 
Db. InilWaaBirimettadnB iimnpU watiBWTWtta«lntrecowaaDn.lW 6 MVo g 6a n i«>» 

. antBftaUMd^talt laaaataaa tadhaaa atyjaak. BaMflOaK CANfOMS ffiflE 

|A JA IGYSTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS ^ £Atf» added 

| A3LU| 2m 4f llOvda Penalty Vahie £2B06 

„ 1 328423 UWff A Wg lB 0W6OTCLftTO)GMd5xr7t20_ OVMtm 

^ 2 BWOB D0IM»Pl(D|(MsEAaT«|TCttlHl]0118 IllhMi 

s -am la wroi (mi flvai Mam Hsmm giiB ; — c aa^i 

4 nof2B4 nmrxmet an RscMmtJ ohm a to 

5: 24-0*3 JHBREMl!R(lZ)tC&) (Ths J^PanmehU BfllMmmlOtO B DMMr(U 

MA T'3«1P mmLWHSOO (DEWatSBonJ I*»S SrthS IDTJ^; : — JtWtaa(7] 

rr* 7 mnaq ■M«piMa(tnBtiaMaMfcuapRa^uina ;.^an*wr 

-TMM- 

bl*. ~ m*n*im^lte7h»mrrtcvmal0cB**f/i*rtol3t>. 

M Ww«r.U>- 2 B^al|ia rt », 


f n t»OW*W«W*»4 K M« tt 106. 

nMWn CM) DMtaia JD 30 1— 


■mnamrnpcMioanTiuui ; m 

n*nw (raw mu B»aBk rub iiioi — . — 1 

mmm a ni wEiwpiJWttL. — : : — 

M0OUCm9!Pmiki))MaS8mlh7100 — DM 

«DBR*Hma*mFUlvAj’U*l7Ua 1 

MHttflQ{0)(MUhnaBn|KEMe81fiO 

moaaiiwai»M{ninteRca««BMii48io^ 

HwgniinwBWgjaaiwi | »»ni»83Po — l — : — — j>> 
smmcrnrnmita^jiimttuMmmmajM ; — tj< 


IMnn «*rt tom Mn*wwH»JWhani* Sk 1% Mu* 9st8k,Mt^Mmxat9x 

3*. UUMtman, WwcHtfi QOB SstXt, Mm BdU+9&3t, tomOnaum 9st3h 
MWWIlinem3>41 p Pi >|l»,7aamillia»T4«haiWa,M»aa.3a^W^ 
am, 0-1 Uatr. 164 1 la tr i ii m ilMaMw 
1M W RMr 30 » 0 S tt/m lfrl (T FM} 16 m 


Thb to beawan aeUHariBr and Sapaa- Rttatart. Latawartwa been a hopw huratig 
Bouid Ibr Sdpariwmrt W» Mm itaaa hwdto «*» w ftb name and back h 0>od ftxm 
mtar last vwaKb aaodntf ® «mn la«urt» Canlnal ft* at Harttord. Had tM awaid been 
soft tndaw M tt «m at narand, Supar RKchart wnrtd haw baan the aatartan fftdng 1» 
flvn ScoraaMK ButSeomabaae, mo jaam »ouinBrwd fta M» to prae^k^mntbe 

pm, May at tJntfW laarume. Saorubaet had aarter baohw RamModt at Foftaatma md, 
nnUad thb pionWad^ showsis aW nMloo bemy; Auh Gltfcrift clwaB *Umm Naaound 
to add w nfc aoom. HmT M ae la a.pnaUB Unprowr on Ns Warn** aaoond ^Di«am 

RMaarairewB»*toS*ndo>m< iaM aw< a t 0 naeitme. l lwnvmrl»fWWore trfTiamid ft8 

remmnOwareatohaRltDan^ ealaoBawSCOftESriEET 


iMyeii.w i semrnm 

JMfcAafc *9 30 7 M 0ww2-l U FttBaaieWan 

RUM 6UDE 

UMX MMnUDMI toota In a dBfcw* la^m after a cneMng buRlea run afftfrat Nne 
Pin and flapmWng at lyr. That wet hhthlnt iui owr iwnte 1W» (arm, but eftadr* k much 
moratnsnamaastMabowad laRtanmnMi Mbv tan Ba^CtowrsWbidaarBnd .Ctataaa 
Nattn nt laWiraainr baa won ham Men. Howim*. he Is not The ibree oU 

andtnw&e aretcfwro Improw on hta e&Hangft fnaib to RuattcAIrln mb ncatat yaar 
- awn thoutfj ha rnoac off a 24b tower nttnf. Mi Jaaaa baa baan tunning tan itw 
tant-tha Martin War Mokfe nqVoa at StakMi 11 daga aej«*wr aha folded up tram 
The aaoond taat THa man bad aoma aoundludtaB tom fei Inland and to the on* Lanoa 
AtmatronK nac to caUi. R m*r *» too oady to auapst that UMa-Wpya* ha* retPnecI th* 
sam aHRy aa wren «*iti DnM Nchoiain- MiHm IAWCE ARMSIBOWB 

[XTa| RUTLAND WGQt NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5^000 added. 
3m PMnRy VUm £4*208 

1 02-1263 m Hr wa nT (M}VPwwwja*mi»ii4 pihb 

2 33111/*- aEMCUW(*EQ(%acri Foods UmMOStmaodSlO 12 — MMemaB 

3 0 BBTBifeiwe |'l C J HfctWB) T 8 10 12 XMbm 

4 " FBBHM8WUBrRCFW^NkMnn81012 AMapba 

5 UKVf54> UreZSMM-mSDbBmMRbia810]2 - — ta tatata 

6 - OWWO MUCK WWe PH 9*16 ClaQ NStalBg) 12 ■ ■ ■ .llUVy 

7 3362SU- IMMBtTOW B>n gt P ftamB WltaBnllBaBa 7 10 33. ■■ rnaw%a 

a wrap wwoi4»gpnfli»EMW«noo)pnactaieio. w f * af » 

9 I50HJOO MMBRWMa*amMAKtaRBttvSlD32 VMtay 

ID PPO- IIMNBnn(4Sn(PVH«tal*PMrm91012 SWfmm 

11 QDOOPP MVTNIKVMM*BWMaw)DWhm71032 MCMa 

£2 203643 WW»B)BMMEPnil«nnlMM«HandaaaT73j012 f 

13 FD4 DKW WW P90I ESnaani*) M Sowa ry 7 . 7 Flarfvm 

wimr-riaMTta.nrih4ji*»*.triita^v*|.nna.iii-mjTiniiniirtannii. 
1M Malta, SUattar 

Uta QM Rwa 7 U 12 C Ubm4 ^ 15-2 [ITIVtaRtata IS mn 


BEAR cuw la a-lop pettamar on Mi dtif and tan • atabto mat can produce Them ftash 
and tmsI. Bear Ctw amid Bta The pnard aotor, but ira haa B» niaar beating ef thaa* d- 
waia on hit Ctotoanftam mufiea succnsa tan measure Siwred at 23 oitien In the EBF B- 
nai of two yum ago. Raced JuK the me But season (chaVn( i«wt at WwaatM wtwn 
he suflbrad a naaiy trjuQr, Bear Claw to nponadhr baeK In top oontton and the Bto ha M 
tan llw^r Ralfh la a real bonus. Ltafr Krtpn hat been beaten tfaw ttaea shea Mt half- 
lenph «*t tan Utear Dita at HuraViplon. He made a eoupb or ntaMas at Chehanham 
test time (tad to The MneCapWn) andtWmapupIndtonoetoofcabaMidiDMftlaat 
aaaaortb Ascot hunfea wbmtr. TNke la EfBam hn mi Jut the once tan lunema 
starts and te now raised in dsrsnea. He did tun a bft taw a0VRst Sal SaOboy it Utnx- 
ear a lter Waning tafled off on Ms laa p pa a tan e a . la* hade notlorinawbh Daar Cam In the 
nos. Maatar Tatar would jwbebiy tae won on nb dmab« data at Chapnow Mz Mw 
btafor tTBaattuCan Uawe^in tour out. Hacoiid be a evade day on ttih reappea ra nce, 
as might dre n-tteh pointer Pomooda VaBay, who to no* «*di Badd Mchotoon. Beat of 
tha offuia to dull wkvdnf pointer Battar Fatmia, who was hWr Med apkiat Qtaao at 
Chepstow am days a03. B a ia o B a a: MAR OjW 

I to ja| GREAT GLEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q £4^00 athM 
LZsSll 2m 4f llflydB Penrfty VUus £S4» 

1 5-U5P11 iwnwniriwpiitrniiiiiwmiiiniinTnti n ta a 

2 lfl-331 WlB W3T WmpacatfTtaB)lMKHl<n|Bit711 8 .. ICaWy 

3 OWn miRHidiBTi N Hantaan 8 11 2 -JK B maaa» 

4 OOOfy DBS0W(7aniMEUMinidPMMRl7X12 RBatav 

5 HMU36 OBaMSWMrapBataBKiftat««IUCMtin71011 Llta* 

-Sdaohiad- 

KlWfc 44 MacjMBl, 1MW MWd, UM.M«B.mOtaaa« (toaMAHNbaar 
2Utaarilta.MDMlW 
ltafc Jbtief The iSto 7 11 8 RtaWlD-U Ws J FtmanJ U an 
RNBHHIBE 

WUI MOT wi» should not ba undamBdmaad and ttia Sham flta BeUng mip* pod tf 
off rtv ganbig hto aa ugnher oxer tons at umnsar iaat ttma. Ha beat Fed The Power 
and Mm Of Pntoeln ft» c«ia aBar Itaupa at ttadiwkm and Uwar, and raw looia wxth 
Maying wHh. Adustirtnneronrhurpes.Ufld Was Mndm^aatoo hawnmna decent ace 
at Kempton In baoman buttartaflnghw out wtwnchollonrfr^Ctol Bqutnama. MacBMMga 
has boonead back h pw stjte with «n» at UMharty and on thk oouna ataca Ms taucky 
nai at Ban«r whan a War whan chadengln* Amnd The Oato at the mb hat He janpod 
maly ««H. war vha» fences td beatSaltor An IB tangaw and The Wetaity tarn has bean 
boosted tvThe TW-len0haeoond, Random Hanmt Howmw, Wa lg W i won a maiden Msh 
point in 1994 after Ming to oompien in urn pmtoue start* He* My to 2nd thta a bit mo 
hot a raraaritHMchatooapfiteiTs the other pair. BaMtamWlD WEST WIND 



£ac/MM(pa quarter tha odek, punt x. 2, 3 (DvBanftam. woomday. 12 March) 



Each-way a <juamerff» odds, ptoeac 1. 2, 3 (Cheltenham, Thureday. 13 March! 


I to toA] OAKHAM HAMXCAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 addad 
12™] 2m If Panalty VSbIub £2^34 

1 31212P 9COnBHBMBt(*0)(VMan/ltaiPVfetar912a I (tarn 

2 1F-2342 WNtOOp2)m|CjEitaiWNHindnonlDlU2 ilXwmagi 

3 114-Off aUKHremP0H(U|(WnnKM]PBilIV711B Ltain 

4 544400 CAWWRA BW Mai^rR Kar^oi HoUn* C tomei 9 11 2 HrEJmwa 

5 2 WS<M QiamairiAiffHrw^Hiy«*»iinin 

6 352352 DR ROCHET (16) tn» ftxtanfi R DUh 12 10 5 XMsam(7)B 

7 3P01I5 PBMMnC0IS«CmitataVtaeo4taAItahmM3D0 IIKCta 

8 3W3P1 IIWSlIgUgpJ9mtaao dlto^P wrtMdT6iflig323flO RJtaaen 

■SMS MM HM Uh, 4-1 ChB Wad; Set Dr taM, 02 Dta M BmOM Bata, 7-1 
d a w taam Part. le-l CWi a Buy, ap-lNpamta 
19»8: NBta Oddf 10 11 5 J QBOV 7-4 (J 8 IW 

raRMOUDC 

CHBIL WWD comes here after a promising faunh to Shemta* anr hudtos on the couve 
a fcnni0it tfls. Ha has chasing term and taokathe ana Theyal haw «> beat on hto thtd to 
Stormy G*»l « CarWe on his Snsl start of las aeaaon. Itoata Urn Mb moaned a> tan at 
Hantadaiormi d «a8DuihanhaawT«inein totB l aw BttheinalT»o*noa a totiBBtPrBBate- 
etjuat owrTtna lengths. UnsiUad by the tasting poond at Naatai Hibat befcrehand. Una 
The Ufa meats Dr Rodtat on onty 2lb wont foms today. BeenMi BnH puled musdea 
tat dma and haa toahna ntoh Jamie Qt&oma booked. He beat dual aobaaquant wmar BDudv 
er at Hereford in Nowmber and Owjfs Lad at IikSow the fbaowm* rnonrh so to ai wth a 
chout pmrided the pound doesn't tide no aoA. Daar D* vln hto dan of moes h the iow- 
argada.mn ha eouMnthoM Shrewd John tot FbntW tat dma. whBecaiiw i a Boy, a hur- 
dee Mfmrer hm, mv leek the awedanca to beat thaaa after hto chaoinB daba « Banga- 
3S day* apt. Satadtac CHUVHNO 


Chettenham Gold 



BKtHav * d«*wrffw atti ptoces 1, 2, 3 anaUenham, Thursday. 13 March/ 
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RACING RESULTS 

reg— i" sgsEasq 



NATiONA^HUNT 
FESTIVAL 


ESS5K3«™ 


innn, MARCO POLO AFfREWHCE HAMNCAP 

1555?] (CUSS F) WOO sdetod lm 4f 


MYRHBOR . 

SBOLIb^M* • ' 


BtMlMe Atatad. STAUUfc rm -t 


tatltaadM 


raa® law tan aea ZTO 



1 22350 - nnaogitnftWPtftemidiPO — AiMMvna 

2 OD 5 D 4 U aQdBnoeCRMHtH)(C 0 |R/llanni 4912 nDialvl 

-3 305040- MH€ MW fMP| Led 4 3 8— Ctojm P3 2 V 

4 025-301 BBnWtamdNRMfttaTBagaQ-IIMI IB 

' 5 058000- KROV P*OHat fT4) iti L >»(l 5 S 0 II Mm {7)3 

-Ifadasd- ' • 

ic ni Bit riib d M i W ' rt ' ffH i iiT- 7---——' -■* -■■— 
if-inwPHtiBi 

r A - AA ] COLUMBUS ClASlMIQ STAKES (CLASSF) 
]Z«jO] £ 3,300 addftd 7f 

l. .6104X1 «rtW(BJCTMtaeByKdwwBB4_DIMtadSB 

2 .a0O430 «BtaMSU»tU*WMS«nAsa5ai0 -Jtaml 

3 133-320 MMMtmPDRTJta^taSaaO-Jtaaital 
.4 043031 URBm^tidCTflLSta*H88-^^tarii« 

5 cao&4o »«R«tntmso»483 — *Da*«a 

jCTWttff lltatato, MlaWMtaaa«aiBatta,MUBBta34<t 


WSCO DA GAMAMABEN SOKES (CLASS 
D) £4^00 addad lm2f 


4 00600 «BMHmMiLS&lta 4 gG 

5 25-0 MUM UUN. n PD Bora* 9 5. 


XMoa5 

-AtaWl 


mWfellto/ 

miBaMaR 


rU>a,»4 P l< ita LM T e wta laid, S t lf a ri a*. 


LIVINGSTONE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
[AJU | £4:900 added 3YDlm 

1 521- W O— (P)WMJctin«cn97. baa UcKaoaal 

2 ms- iwwEV(uncnnin89 mua/2 

3 066221 ja»a0tfCB WI U m pi>P TJtena«B 4 ^ ft W*aal 

■11M M taatai M BawrfiaBCta^ 114TW Maff 
rTTnci COOKIAHTEDSWKES (CLASS f) (MVI) 
1^*00 1 £2J00 added litiJJ 

1 000046- eUQaEMMDCM|iinn58i2 AOUmwlDB 

2 000004 CZMHIf7}nCBns»6812 DMHd4 

3 54650* 0C8BgC4lliC7?PD6are8fl n W fa a f B w dfflS 

4 300000 WM0l »M»H 7)JtiineSB3a , l «a w la<3 

5 00P4S5 MBmE0RESS|miMaLSBtotB5812 XNta6B 

6 039633 »W (B«J 35 (CO) KEtao 8 8 12 >QNta7V 

7 00/0060 awriHO«>nR»lftM4811 DMkfetoeSB 

8 0003-20 MemaoiFiMU{4aiTiNBidam4aii_aaHtaBa 

9 004553 Ump)KlMff4811 MVl 

10 266000 saBTiWOMrffl PHtant 4 B 6 PMatal 

DIKU«74BtataMZWlUltol l MHiHt 




[Taa] WHITER RALEIGH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
™V] £4^ added fifes Sf 

1 3-32122 KM0HaiMBI(T)|CB)TJme3391D MfiadhtaB 

2 004110 naaOMta traps) Rg3tami594 — KVUftDl 

3 343344 N0PM£A(UMBf)TJtagiai3S13 Dddadt 

4 424335 MUH« HMBBUm|Mb*BS)Kta4813 JMtamSV 

5 083420 AUSWKOUICBIffiTJta#*»i487_JIFtart{7Jl 

6 410046 H0MEIWU(U)mNBtomft484 I«ta3 

-6MM- 

BEnMMFW»BM1lM,Ml>imaMWM n iil m| Ma l Btoi.M 
Mata* Daaaar, M HofM. 74nwgM 


1T0M2TH-13TH MARCH 


SAVE UP TO £15 
CLUB £45 

SALES CLOSE MARCH 1ST 




RACECOURSE 


fcnJil COOK UMTH) STAKES (CLASS R (DIV I) 
l sxuu l £2^00 added 1»2T 

1 000152 RaOUUEMnO(7)(CB|aSKMta7Bl— JICMtoaS 

2 006036 C«raumW(7>H&BngMpS812 RHtota|R2 

3 042436 HBMTEmB*Hdi58r> AiH— i{7)6B 

4 606006 mLMMBDI?){CEte 0 lttX 6«32 AOByfl 3 V 

5 464226 WWW Wlar 580 ■ BBHwtl 

8 613-636 H0IBIUr{l)BanM4811 Staton 7 

7 090000- KAUB0F«UBVWPMkM4Bll ACM 30 

8 053004 BMra8MB^ra(raSB);/Md589-NDwwn« 

9 000000 HmMMmwmRSto»r569.^kl*MelV 

10 251360- IMA WM ara WUtgJ Cta 488 SUttabr* 

BEUM M dwta 3M AMm (data ttaoa fMM 7-3 Ban 
Dead t i r , »lBaa «%. Ol ti apMf i ItaM M iMa . M-l i n to Me an 
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Cotton has caused nothing but trouble: not 
with De Glanville but also the undignified squabble 



It is always gratifying to have your 
views - or your prejudices - con- 
finned by people who are directly 
involved. This is ray happy experi- 
ence over Fran Cotton’s an- 
nouncement of his preliminary party 
of 62 Lions. I make no apology for 
reluming to the subject this week. 

There was Jonathan Davits, writ- 
ing in the Independent an Sunday two 

days ago. He seemed to be genuinely 
distressed by his exclusion. It does 
not require any great feaL of the 
imagination to see >vhy. As 1 wrote 
a week ago and as he confirmed on 
Sunday, topU. for die Uons was his 
one remaining ambition. Three- 
quarters of the way through the sea- 
son and half-way through the Five 
Nations’ Championship, he has 


been told he will not be wanted on 
the voyage. 

If we are to believe Cotton and 
his fellow selectors, Ian McGeechan 
and Jim Telfer, Davies ranks behind 
(in alphabetical order) Mike Can, 
Craig Chalmers. Paul Grayson, 
David Humphreys and Gregor 
Townsend. If we are to believe 
Kevin Bowring, he also ranks behind 
Arwel Thomas, who likewise is not 
among Cotton's chosen five. This 
leaves us with the conclusion that, 
according to those set in authority 
over us in rugby matters, Davies is 
currently the seventh best oulside- 
half in the British Isles. Which, as 
old Euclid used to say, is absurd. 

But I do not want to turn this col- 
umn into the Jonathan Davies Show. 


I come to the evidence of Gregor 
Townsend and Jonathan Bell cm 
Rugby Special. 

bn the past I have not always been 
kind to this programme, partly be- 
cause of its silly gimmicks, promi- 
nent among them being the practice 
of its presenter, John Inverdale, of 
wearing jerseys to which he is not, 
as far as I know, entitled. Despite 
this deplorable habit, he remains a 
very good interviewer, with the 
knack of extracting from players or 
administrators comments they 
would not normally make. 

Thus Peter Wmierbottom is usu- 
ally taciturn and - shall we say? - a 
little on the surly side. Dean 
Richards is rather more civil but still 
a man of few words. Yet a couple of 



ALAN WATKINS 


weeks ago Inverdale managed to get 
them both to say (quite indepen- 
dently, as far as I could tell) that as 
England No 8 they would prefer Ben 
Clarke to Tun Rodber. Whether 
they have changed their view after 
Rodber’s performance against Ire- 


land I do not know. No matter. The 
point is that they spoke frankly. 

Last Sunday, siraiaify, Townsend 
and BeO spoke frankly about the an- 
nouncement of the Lions party. 
Unlike Davies and PhfldeGlaWk, 
they cannot be accused of sour 

fbwnsend said he bad other things 
on his mind tOI the end of the sea- 
son. Bell confirmed this fee Eng. . 

Altogether, Cotton has caused 
nothing but trouble: not onfy 3ie un- 
seemly spat with De Glanvufeabout 
his exclusion but also tbei 
squabble with Will Guiing. 
having claimed that Catling would 
have made himself available bad be 
been guaranteed the captaincy. ■. 

One might have thought that his 


lamentable announcement' would- 
have had yet another unfortunate 
.consequence: 


62 provides the< 
ulaie on which < 

final 35 and, d ,, ._ ... . 

form the Tfcst side. Ew»iwre efc 
jqyabfy, it provides fi l e oggi rt w % 
to heap curses on the han3Ea£Cck* 
ton aad his colleagues li f not in- 
. duding our f hvo u nt e s m fuw i qn a ri 
already announced. Itka&^fibersfl’ 
fy, because the Five Nations season 
isonfyhalfw^thio^i,aiidB^teiS 
may look entirely different in a 
month's time. Here, nevertheless^ 


"mv tetection. based neither rm ah; : 
. soSutc merit, nor tm wfcat l ; 

Cotton and 1 

»Ifrffl!hefibainpkHK»V ■ 

- T UnderawO; P Gn>^ ’i); h ^ i : 
ley; G Rowntree. M R-rgS 11 - * ■ 
. Leonard, M Johnson, b D ; 
Corkcrv, S OuinnelL C ClianfA : 
• - Of these r SIcightholmr. L ndci- : 
wood and Charvis are nos even m • 
Cotton’s 62. Nor. CCWI ^ C ; .*! 

■ Jonathan Davies. I Cannnl pick ; 
-°notbccausc I do not watf-w- : 
which I do. bui because he has pcr> ; 
formed so for only as a Welsn ; 
whn ie He therefore lalbtniuauctny ; 
' self- imposed lenns of reference. ■ 
And -this is as much a criticism : ‘l 
.• Bowrmg as it is of Cotton. 


Logan to reap 
rich harvest 


Bill Leith talks to the Scotland rugby 
union winger who will soon be facing 
some tough decisions about his future 



Kenny Logan, 
who is expected 
to win a 29th 
Scotland cap at 
Murrayfield this 
weekend, will stand apart from 
the rest of his colleagues against 
Ireland. 

Not in the way that left Lhe 
former Instcnians and Ulster 
winger Keith Crossan entitled to 
feel awkward during the Irish 
anthem before the Scotland 
visit to Dublin in 1982 when the 
rest of the Irish team hailed from 
south of the border. Or because 
Logan is unique in having an ex- 
Lions captain Gavin Hastings, 
now a sports marketing agent, 
look after his interests. 

Rather it is because only Lo- 
gan, of the likely Scottish start- 
ing line-up due to be named 
today, has yet to sign a contract 
with the Scottish Rugby Union. 
Around £50,000 a year is his for 
the taking were he to remain in 
Scotland, but he insists: “The 
reason I haven't signed is be- 
cause my brother and I split up 
our farm and it is going to take 
three to four months to sort 
things out. There would be 
days when I couldn’t train be- 
cause of work on the farm. I’m 
not going to do anything until 
I get that sorted out." 

The situation means that Lo- 
gan is effectively responsible for 
training on his own except dur- 
ing weeks culminating in in- 
ternationals. During this period, 
a temporary agreement applies 
as with Duncan Hodge, the Wil- 
sonian stand-off who is expect- 
ed to sit on the Scotland bench 
for the first time on Saturday. 

Hodge recently turned down 
the chance to move to North- 
ern Transvaal, whom he im- 
pressed during last year’s 
Student World Gup, a future op- 
tion that would be denied him 
were he to sign with the SRU. 
While the home-based players 
report to Murrayfield daily and 
the Exiles head up to Murray- 
field every other Wednesday to 


train, the 24 year-old Logan re- 
lies on solo sessions at a Stirling 
hotel gymnasium to keep in 
shape, as well as club work-outs. 

It is hardly an ideal arrange- 
ment, although Logan has still 
managed to become one of 
only nine Scottish players mer- 
iting inclusion in a provisional 
Lions squad of 62. Nor was 
there anything in his perfor- 
mance against England last 
time out to suggest the solo 
regimes were having a detri- 
mental effect on his form. 

Going into that match, how- 
ever, the SRITs contract nego- 
tiator, Kenny Crichton, had 
claimed “strength of personal- 
ity" would enable Logan to do 
himself justice. In other words, 
Logan possesses an inner con- 
fidence which is rarely, if ever, 
overbearing. 

‘Some guys 
could be happy 
staying up here, 
but England is a 
big challenge’ 

Without doubt, Logan knows 
his own min d and there is no 
question bis ambition is suffer- 
ing down on the farm. Saracens 
have been linked with the for- 
mer trialist goalkeeper with 
Heart of Midlothian, who says 
of a possible move to England- 
“If you are ambitious, England 
is the place to gp. Some guys 
could be happy staying up in 
Scotland but England is a big 
challenge. 

"Scotland is a great place to 
live and down there would be 
different, but the rugby would 
be different too. I’ve had offers. 
I'm very ambitious. I would hate 
to look back on my career and 
say 1 didn’t try it- even if I didn't 
enjoy it/’ 


Should Logan fail to make 
the final Lions squad another 
option could beckon - Ameri- 
can football. Mike Keller, gen- 
eral manager of the Scottish 
Claymores, has had Logan in his 
sights for some time and said re- 
cently. “Kenny could be a run- 
ning back, which is one of the 
glamour positions. 

“OJ Simpson was a great run- 
ning back and sometimes with 
all his recent problems you 
hate to even mention his name, 
but OJ became a glamour Hol- 
lywood idol -and it an stemmed 
from being a great running 
back. 

“I understand that because of 
Kenny's desire to be at home 
and run his farm, he has had 
some negotiation difficulties. 
This may open the door for the 
Gaymores. We would have to 
see how Kenny catches an 
American football. But with 
his speed toughness and abili- 
ty to change direction I see pos- 
sibilities." The Lions are due to 
name their squad a fortnight be- 
fore the Gaymores season be- 
gins in April, and Keller added: 
“We would be flexible." 

Logan has been quick to shoot 
down speculation about a change 
of sport, but less forthcoming 
about Saracens’ approaches con- 
ducted initially between the 
club’s coach, Rob Cunningham, 
and Gavin Hastings. Cunning- 
ham said- “Hopefully a deal can 
be done and sooner rather than 
later." By resisting any tempta- 
tion to sign an SRU cmtract, Lo- 
gan may indeed be about to reap 
a rich harvest 

■ Damian Cronin, the Wasis 
lock, has been brought into the 
Scotland squad in place of the 
injured Shane Munro for the 
Five Nations match against Ire- 
land on Saturday. Munro, one of 
three locks in the squad has a 
knee problem. His withdrawal 
settles the selection issue for the 
Scotland second row, in which 
Doddie Weir and Andy Reed 
mil be the lock combination. 



Mitchell lies 
in wait for 


- --j 



CHRIS HEWEIT. 


If you can't beat- 'em* at least 
make their lives as difficult as 
possible. Phil de dajrvifle may 
not be in a position to jay a 
hand on the Pukiagton'Cup this 
season, but if Harlequins, 
Leicester or both slip up at the 
semi-final stage on. 29 March, 
they will see the England cap- 


Running man: Kenny Logan In training with the Scotland squad Photograph: Empics 


tain's incriminating .finger- 
prints all over (he'seene oft he 
crime. . • ~ • -i 
. De Glanvflk has not had a 
great deal wto^taboat since 
being ignorea$y the. lions se- 
lectoxs last week,butbe«wkl 
barely conceal, a mischievous 
chuckle yesterday. Asked to 
make the draw for the las t four 
of the knock-<^ competition; he 
promptly pulled the rug from 
under his greatest'dub ovals by 
sending Quins - to Sale -and 
Leicester to Gloucester. HeQ 
bathnofiuyl^aBatbcapuun 
scorned, especially when it 
comes to Pflkmgton business. 

Leicester, who fairly blasted 
De GfanviHe’s team ou t of the 
competition m the .sixth round, 
can be sure of the most- physi- 
cal Of welcomes at Kin^ holm; 
far more intimidating, indeed 
than the one they faced at New- 
castle on Saturday, even thou^i 
Gloucester have no intention of 
asking Dean Ryan to guest for 
them on a one-off basis. “iLwill 
be warm, "De GlaHviUegrinned. 

But tiie real fun is Ujttfy.taoo- 
cur at Heywood.Road, where 
Quins will play, their eighth 
semi-final mlQyearcin -front of 
5,000 .Cheshire support Ccssar- 
dined into one - of the the 
Courage League's more ram- 
shackle grounds.- “I don’t think 
Quins wiD fancy that at aR" said 
De Glanville with a raje degree 
of relish. “If T were -a betting 
man, Tdhave adabbleon Sale.” 

Quins have - already .^losl/to. 
Sale both home -and away this 
season and with John mrajcll, 
the shrewdly analytical former 
All Blade, now. firmfy restab; 
fished in the northerner^ back 
row, the Londoners -wflT’be 


morawaiy than ever. Sale have 
not lost a mutch since mid- 
October and their appi unimcM 
of Mitchell as player-coach is 
beginning to look more 
inspired by' the week. 

“U will he a great honour to 
be involved in a semi-final in 
the North-west, where the oc- 
casion should do wonders for 
the profile of rugby- in the 
-area," said Mitchell, who led 
Waikato to a famous victory 
over the Lions in IW5 and mm- 
renews his battle of w its with 
Quins* rugby director. Dick 
Besti who was one ojLthe 
tourists' coaches that day. 

“1 suppose the capacity of our 
ground might be a little small 
for a match of this magnitude, 
so we’ll explore the option of 
hosting it elsewhere. Old Traf- 
ford. which is just up the road, 
would be wonderful. But then, 
the players love their own 
ground and sec it as an advan- 
tage. Whatever happens, it wifi 
be a tough match for both 
sides," 

Leicester, who have matched 
their own record by reaching a 
sixth consecutive cup semi-final, 
are ungenerously priced 
favourites at 13-8 on. Sale’s 
emergence as a real force in the 
English game, not to mention 
their home draw, is reflected by 
their odds of 7-2. the same as 
those of Quins. Gloucester, the 
first English knock-out cham- 
pions back in 1972, arc the 20-1 
outsiders. 

In Wfcks, Neath and Swansea 
: were thrown together in a po- 
tentially outstanding Swalcc 
. Gup quarter-final tie. Their 
great west Wales rivals. Llanelli, 
should have an easier time of it 
against Pontypooi at Slradey 
Park while Cardiff can expect to 
defeat South Wales Police ai a 
canter. Ebbw Vale face cither 
Bridgend or Treorchy in the 
. remaining match. 

. WLKWOTON CUP SonUinal draw: Sate 
• v Harlequins; Gloucester v Leicester (Tres 
- to be ptejed Sarwrfay 29 Man*}). 
SWinC CU» Quarter*^ draw EbbwVt* 
vTreorcty or Bndgarl; Canfiffv Saflh V. - «s 
. ■ Peace; Neath » Swansea; Uaneffi * Rety- 
ped flies to be played Saufifay 22 March). 


Van Dijk puts 
Hampstead 
on a high 

Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

HampsLead and Westminster 
became the first Regional 
League team to claim their 
place in the National League 
play-offs following a resound- 
ing 6-1 victory against their 
nearest challengers, Artcborians. 

The Dutch striker Jan-Job 
van Dijk scored four times with 
Mark Crowley's two taking his 
season's total to 26. Anchormans' 
consolation came from Neil 
Gordon. The Kent side, still 
eight points ahead of third- 
placed Tunbridge Wslls, must be 
favourites to take the second 
play-off slot from the Nastro Az- 
zurro South League. 

In the North, Norton, 3-1 
winners at Ben Rhydding, have 
all but reached the play-offs. In 
the other regions there is much 
to play for. In the East, Adnam 
League Gielmsford edged 
nearer Cambridge Qty as City 
were held to a 2-2 draw by 
Ipswich. Chelmsford, with Rob 
Hawkins and Pat Oxley both 
scoring twice, thrashed Sudbury 
6-2 to keep their hopes alive. 
They play City in their final 
game. 

In the DTZ Midland Premier, 
Loughborough Students had a 
narrow 1-0 win against Olton 
and West V&iwick while Har- 
borne kept up the pressure with 
a resounding 12-1 win at 
! Bloxwich and trail by three 
points. The teams meet on 
Saturday in their penultimate 
game. 


Europe’s Socceroos say G’day to Venables 


Clive White visits 
the Ealing set of an 
ex-England coach's 
latest adventure 

It was all purely coincidental of 
course, but the Aussies did 
seem to be rubbing the Poms’ 
noses in it again yesterday. 

OK, so they have “stolen” our 
national coach, but did they re- 
ally have to remind us of the fact 
by holding their first European 
training camp for Tfeny Ven- 
ables' Socceroos on Wembley’s 
doorstep? And as for arriving 
for yesterday’s session in the of- 
ficial England team bus, welL. 

They l^d not taken too kind- 
ly to being described as a pub 
team at the weekend and Dave 
HHL lhe chairman of Soccer Aus- 
tralia, was in the mood to throw 
down the gauntlet to England - 
“any time, anywhere.” 


The idea clearly tickled the 
fancy of the cheeky chappy, too, 
but that was for tbe future, per- 
haps next spring by whicb tune 
he hopes to have successfully led 
Australia through the qualify- 
ing programme to the World 
Cup finals in France. 

After the events at Wembley 
tbe other week, who is to say he 
has not backed the right horse. 
Tahiti and tbe Solomon Islands 
certainly look rather less for- 
midable opposition than Italy 
and Poland, even if there are a 
couple of play-offs to follow af- 
ter that before they could 
celebrate reaching their first fi- 
nals since 1974. 

Having led the Australlan- 

hased players to victory in a fpur- 

nation tournament involving 
Norway, South Korea and New 
Zealand last month, this was 
Venables 5 first get-together with 
those Australians who play in 
Europe. It was an indication of 


just how enthusiastically his j 
pointment has been received I . 
them, if not necessarily everyone 
back home, that 29 players 
made it to London for this 
three-day camp, including some 
who are too injured to take part. 
Tbe one notable absentee is Paul 


Okon, the Lazio sweeper, who 
is undergoing an exploratory 
knee operation. 

Tbe weather may have been 
bitterly cold and blustery on the 
playing fields of the Barclays 
Bank Sports Ground in Ealing, 
but Vbikbles was in his element, 



Fair rinkum duo: ferry Venables, Australia^ new coach, 
and Marti Bosrtich yesterday Photograph: . Robert HaHam 


bade doing what he does best: 
working with players. Not sur- 
prisingly, his sudden change of 
allegiance caused a bit of con- 
fusion at times, the players nev- 
er too sure which “we" he was 
referring to. “Yes, you might say 
there was a lot oPwe’-ing going 
on there today,” Venables said. 

He rejected the suggestion 
that he was working with vast- 
ly inferior material to that which 
he had in his hands just seven 
months agp. The quality of (he 
players had impressed him. He 
reckoned he had an even big- 
ger pool to choose from than, 
say, wales or Northern Ireland 
and has likened Australia’s 
standing to that of Hungary, 

whom they will play in a friend- 
ly in Budapest on 2 ApriL “Peo- 
ple will be surprised now good 
the team is that we eventually 
come up with,'’ he said, singling 
out such lesser names as Mark 
Viduka, a striker from Zagreb 


whom he betieves' could be 
more than a bit -special . 

Of his owirbigh-profile, high- 
ly paid appointment,, he said: “I 
believe good coaching makes a 
big difference. I think the coach 
can make or break a tedin. 
They have always recognised 
that in American Sport and now 
places Eke Italy are realising how 
important the coach is and are 
. startingto pay them big money-” 

VfenaMes, for one; is befog re- 
warded rather bettor than he 
was with the Football Associa- 
tion. But wasn't there jnst *a 

as Engl^^raech? “None 'what- 
soever," he reptiedi “ff th^ cir- 
cumstances were repeated I'd 
do the same a gain- - - 

The skilf factor looked ex- 


OW,,VM ***! conditions, 

but I'm not sure what the’ boys 
back in would 

have made of the pink bibs. 


Devils take 
long road 
to success 

ice hockey 


Lloyd to keep Hussain as captain if Atherton falls to recover 


Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports tram Napier 

England are awaiting a verdict 
on rite fitness of their captain, 
Mike Atherton, as they rest in 
preparation for tomorrow's 
third one-day international 
against New Zealand here. 

Vktoiy would give Atherton’s 
team the one-day series 3-0, 
with two games still to play. 


Atherton will be allowed until 
the morning of tbe day-night 
contest before a final decision 
on his fitness is made. 

If Atherton does not make it, 
land’s coach, David Lloyd, 
Tbe more than happy for the 
leadership to remain in the ca- 
pable hands of Nasser Hussain, 
who stepped in at short notice 
for his first taste of England’s 
senior captaincy after Atherton 
pulled out or the Auckland 
one-dayer with back trouble. 


“Nasser did very well on 
Sunday.” Lloyd said yesterday. 
“He was calm when we didn’t 
bowl as well as we can at the 
start and I thought that New 
Zealand were about 30 or 40 
runs short at the end. He also 
gives a terrific example in the 
field, because he’s as good as 
anything in the world. One of 
the things that has pleased me 
most on this tour has been our 
fielding - we are becoming an 
aggressive fielding side. 


“We’ve had many good 
things happen on this tour” 
Lloyd added, “but the one in- 
cident which for me stood out 
. Hke a beacon was when Phil 
liifhell hit the stumps and ran 
someone out during the Christ- 
church Tfest 

“I've been delighted with the 
results of the first two one-day- 
ers, giving us four internation- 
al wins on the trot, but we can 
still improve. These one-day 
matches, at the end of our 


tour, are vety important because 
we know from what happened 
' in Zimbabwe — how you can be 
judged on what Odours intbe last 
few games.” 

One player desperate to keep 
his place in the England side is 
Ronnie Irani. The Essex all- 
rounder, who foiled to complete 
his bowling spell at Auckland 
because of cramp, played only 
because of Atherton's with- 
drawal but impressed with his 
steadiness with the ball and 


sharpness in the fieltfwhen he 
ran out Adam Parore. - 
“I had pot played for three' 
weeks, so that does make-it dif- 
ficuh, but I felt gpdd-and very 
determined to. give it- every- 
thing," Irani saicLfTbat’s what 
Ihavtcometmil^te^.forand 
now I just wa&t-tb play again 
There arethreebited^iaatdi- 
es left and idezflyTflfikfr fopfay 
in ahofthe^lljere^s^nrob- 
Tem with I' don’t 

think Tye be^n'Mer-T : " 


The new Superleague champ- 
ions, Cardin Devils, will start 
and finish tbeir quest for a 
triumphant end to tbeir cam- 
paign with away matches.. 

_*nie league yesterday fi- 
nalised the play-off fixtures for 
the remaining three weeks of 
-the season, with Cardiff drawn 
in Group A alongside Avr Scot- 
tfcb Eagles, Newcastle Cobras 
and Manchester Storm. 

Cardiff start the six-game 
programme with a Group A trip 
to Newcastle on Saturday and 
end with a trip to Manchester's 
ffynex Arena on Thursday 13 
March. On Sunday the Nvnex 
attracted a record’ high crowd 
for a British ice hockey match 
- 17,245 - as the hosts, Man- 
chester Storm, defeated last 
year’s Grand Slam winners, 
Sheffield Stcelers. It win « a » c 
the semi-finals and finals - re- 
placing the traditional venue 
Wem bley Arena. 
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sport 


Oxford president has throne but no seat 


Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 
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Devils tate 
long roao*^ 
to success 
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Ed BeHanw, the Oxford Boat 
Oubpresicfcnt, made boat race 
history when he left himself 
out of the crew to take on Cam- 
bridge, which be announced 
yesterday. On 29 Man*, he 
will instead row for the Dark 
Blue reserves. 

Bellamy, a blue m 1996, was 
elected president by the crew last 
Majrand has rowed every mil^ 
that Oxford crews have travelled 
since then, but he lost wit at the 
last stage of crew selection. 

: BdHamy has entrusted the 
training and choice of his crew 
to Bene Mgndets, who coached 
the Dutch eight to Olympic gold 
in Atlanta. After making Ids 
challenge to the Cambridge 
president, Ethan Ayer, yester- 
day Bellamy said: "That is bow 
it is now, and will stay, unless 


of course ^people stop per- 


forming wet 
In the past, presidents have 
stepped down, but none of Bel- 
lamy’s predecessors has rowed 
ie race for the 


m 


reserves. He pointed out that 
Oxford has hot beaten Goldie 
since 1989 and that confidence 
in this breeding ground is low. 
He saicb-*n would like to win it 
as an achievement for myself 
and 1 because it wifi give inspj- 
ratxHi to foe up-and-coming 
oarsmen who we win depend on 
nexfyear" 

Mjjnders said that selection 
was a contmuous process: **11 
only Became dear in the last 
week or so,” he said. “We have 
done some lactate tests, which 
illustrate the fitness of the crews 
at this stage, and theyarepret- 
ly dose fn fhrlO ntch eigh t at fhk 
time last year.” 

RobmWflEfcms,thecoachm 
dia^ of the Cambridge squad. 



Cambridge University^ B£M blue crew ibr the Boat Raceght a good look at their opponents at yesterday's announcement of the Hne-ups 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


suggested there could yet be 
some fine-tuning of his crew. 
“We lost a week in January to 
ice and a couple of days last 
week to wind and our selection 


is irat quite complete,” he said, 
e crew wflf be st 


The crew wflTbe stroked on 
bow side by James Ball, last 
year's winner. Behind him cm 


Stroke side are four mnrnous 
egten: David. Cassidy and. 
Damien Maltaip ar£ the short- 
est at 6fi 4m. Alex Storey, a 
fbe$hman at 24, is topped at 6ft 
7Y£n by the prendent, Ayer,' 
who is a touch tinder 6ft 9m. 

It appears that Cambridge 
will be a fraction taller and old- 


er, and Oxford will have a mar- 
ginal weight advantage, but the 
crews are vmy dose cm all the 
normal criteria. 

, There is an encouraging num- 
ber of British undergraduates 
wbo have got in ahead of older 
postgraduate students from 
abroad. Even in Bellamy's case, 


he is m ccmtention with Charlie 
Humphreys. Both learned to 
row at Hanqxbn School andwere 

nvecT at Oxfmrd viT^Stam 
University and a gold medal in 
the Under-23 World Qianq»- 
onshqx while Humphreys came 
straight from schoaL 


BOAT RACE CREWS 


(KFQBD UaVHt&nY 
C P A HumpNravs (OrieO, T J C Factor 
(link of London and St Omsf. R flfcmli 

CtesennmCMBg^LaiSiorgpmavid. 
J B Rapraft S^ehte). J kvh« (Kette), A 
J R LkMiBW OrasencB^. N J Rabtason 
dinedn). 

CttcPA0rawwy<Si6d«nundHafl). 


CMHBHXIE UMVERStrV (from) 
ED^*ar (St Edmund's House), RJ Pfen 
(Downing), J Bat {tatann COD^), R 
EBnHMtawQnonUa (R9nh0us^.ASto- 
ry (St Etkrxnrfs}, TJ Watace Ucsutfj, D 
P S Mattsrp (Trinity Cofege), A R Wnt- 
■on(Srfney SussesO. DJCasddyCBMy). 
Caoc K Whyman (Pesertnuse). 


Hansen loses world title chance 
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MIKE ROWBDTTOM 


Ashia Hansen, who has . twice 
beaten the world’s top ranked 
trqde jumper this year, will not 
have the chance of registering 
a tflifti such victory at the Wbrid 
Indoor Championships in two 
weeks’ time. . 

Hans^wlrab^RoificaPe- 
trescu-Matee of Romania in Bir- 
mlngham on Sunday whh an 
effort just <me centimetre short 
ofher British record of 1458 me- 
tres, was not named yesterday in 
the team for Paris on 7 to 9 March 
because ^missed the world in- 
door trials a fmtnigfat agp. 

The omission of the 25-year- 
old American-bom jumper - 
which was heavily signalled by 
Britain’s chief coat*, Malcolm 
Arnold, on Sunday - leaves 
Britain with only two obvious 
gpH : medal challengers: Jamie 
Bt&lch in the 400 metres and 
Steve Smith in the high jump, 
although both 400 metres relay 
teams Took i L, ‘ _jr : 
a medal as ' 


“I have qioken to Ashia and 
she is upset, " Arnold said. “It’s 
sad. I have an enormous regard 
for her, and after Atlanta Fve 
said die was one of our stars for 
the future. 

“But she knew the rules. AQ 
the athletes were sent a letter 
last December telling them 
what the selection guidelines 
were, We will be damned for se- 
lecting her, but we wilTbe 
damned ifwe don’t What the 
athletes asked for was consis- 
tency in selection and that is 
what we have done.” 

Hansen, who missed the tri- 
als because she was training and 
competing in South Africa, 
said: “I knew there were to be 
trials before I went but my trip 
was already arranged and I 
knew I wouldn’t be back in time. 
I was told the team wasn’tgo- 
ing to be picked until Psbroaiy 
23 so I thought there would be 
time to get in some good per- 
formances after the trials.’' 

The performances have in- 
deed been good, but sadly for 
Hansen. and Britain the small 
print has not been attended to. 


v gf qhg Mayock, who sec a 
fintish3,O0O metres record on 
Sunday j WilL no doubt be re- 
timed to see? his name on the 
team sheet. He also missed the 
trials, but .provided the selectors 
with a doctor’s note vouchsaf- 
ing thathe had fin. But he could 
have done without thejkter-in- 
during watit* until last' Friday, 
when be receieved his first in- 
dication that his case would be 
looked cm kindly. 

Jason livingstau, Britenrs 
600 metres trials winner he- 
comes, as expected, the fost ath- 
lete from tins country fowin an 
international vtst after xetufo- 
mg from a fbuxjyear drugs 
Lxringston, European indQor 
champion five years ago, wffltfo 
very well to get a medal given 
the ebullient form of rivals such 
and 


'metres on Sunday riuft him. 
cop of dm woridia ' 

Bank* and 
he partner in the 
could oombini 

in the relay. The womtedSteam 



as 


the in-form Ato Bol 
The best hopes for a cham- 
pion lie with Bank*, who beat 
the reigning champion Darnell 
HaD for a fourth consecutive 
time at the weekend, and Smith, 
the Olympic bronze medallist 
whose winning effort of 2j34 


cap tain, Salty Grahu^main- 
taming her comd>ackifter be-, 
ing carried inj'nred from the 
Olympics, hopes to do th&same 
alongside Phyliss Smifo, who 
^t^frefed' Gunnell’s jBritfeh 
Jrecgrd on Sunday. • V. 

' aRrilW 1EW MIWM Moir Ctivnpion- 
■MkMVVwtejTS MareMim* BOoi J 

5SSSfc»SSpiSfnBr (CMmj.JGoUkiK 
Qtafttcad0.4OtaJ8aiflca(PanKQ,MHyt' 
tan (VWmtor.Stouthsnd EdtwiX BOOnAHm 
(Cowmtry Gotflva). IBOOm I Campbell 
fe'5-^. anoon I Grtma (terfrara and Es- 
- saO.JMencK (Omorttand StoHO- bob hr 
dkaCiactoan (BRcon).DGreaW8(NSH*iani 
. oodffl). HWh Amp S Smttti (Uwrpool Hor- 
dcfsX DOM (Harirepyl Shot M Sanson (Bef- 
Hofriere), M Proctor (RAF). 4x400n B 
aaikAM1^r0.ARMrick(MridsorSk)U0iand 
Bm). 5 Battx* (HesAiCiJ, n Kno»*iB®lich- 
ltoMD..WDMBl: ISOOn S GriHtfM (Cram- 
ln0Df^3roOmSM£ecm<]9ii0iton).eOM 
tonlMCCout(BhMia^Hgti JmbD Mar- 
• fl [Bromley latfcsj. M Dunldey (KmWng) Pole 
Vaiit R Oaifce (Essex Lodes), J WWtock {Trat- 
fen#. Lon( Jump J Wise (Covomy Godw}. 
SMU Oakes {Opytlon). «t«00n M Thomw 
WrcWk*#. JSfam (Caeney OotM,jStaiiK 
l&sfijr UcfcaO- BOm M Acftmdnn W, S antf 
E).BKinc}i (-I’.sntow)- 20Dn K Mory (8«rfv 
Md Harriets, D Fmaer [CnwdorJ. 400m P 
Smith (Sato). S Gurmafl [Essex Laded. 
•00m H PWv (Swansea), 0 Moctohl (Sale). 


Henman back 
to his best in 
world rankings 

Tennis 


Tim Henman, despite his defeat 


Phampforriup final 

in Antwerp on Sunday, has 
risen five places from 19 to 14 
in die latest ATT? world rankings. 

This equals bis highest plac- 
ing, ^ which he achieved when he 
won the Sydney International, 
his first ATP Ibur victory, ear- 
ly last month. Since then, he hffi 
lost in the third round of the 
Australian Open and the first 
round of the Dubai Open. 

Greg Rusedski, who fa com- 
peting in the Advama Cham- 
pionships in Philadelphia this 
week, has risen one place from 
36 to 35, despite withdrawing 
from the Memphis tournament 
last week with wrist problems. 

Boris Becker, blaming con- 
tinuing wrist pains, pulled out ocf 
the Italian Indoor Tbnrnament 

Doctx^^e orderShfra?) 
rest for three weeks. 


Muggeridge makes 
plain her displeasure 


Badminton 


England’s leading internation- 
al women's player, Joanne Mug- 
geridge, has written a letter of 
complaint to the Badminton 
Association of Englan d's chief 
executive, Geoffrey Snowden, 
about her removal from the 
national training squad. 

Muggeridge claims the Eng- 
land manager, Steve Baddeley, 
is jeopardising her future m 
English badminton byrefusing 
to mclude her in the squad and 
declining to fund her to tour- 
naments. An argument between 
her and Baddeley on Friday 
ended with her pouring a can of 
Coke over (he manager's head. 

The Kent player alleges that 
she has been unfairly treated; 
that Injuries bad prevented her 
from playing in British Grand 
Slam tournaments, but that she 
is now back to fitness. 

"The question of my fitness 
is not in doubt,” Muggeridge 
said. “I have recently returned 
from a trip to the Indian Open 


where I reached the semi-finals. 
I have played badminton for 
eight years for my coundy.Iam 
unable to fond myself without 
the support of the BA of E, so 
it is easy for them to have total 
control over my career. As a 
professional player, my onty 
concern is to pity for my coun- 
try,” she said. 

She accused Baddeley of 
being unfair and uncooperative, 
and added: “I wfll be writing a 
letter of complaint.” 

Muggeridge is especially con- 
cerned that her removal from 
the 41ite squad will lose her the 
chance to benefit from sub- 
stantial rams of money likety to 
come into the game shortly 
through tottery funding. 

. Baddeley said that he was 
asking Muggeridge’s training to 
be monitored by the national 
coach. Asger Madsen. 

“If she does this and if there 
is an improvement, then she 
could be put back Into the 
squad," Baddeley said. “"We are 
not doubting her ability. She 
could be in the world’s top 20." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


O’Sullivan off 
in a sulk 


Sodohnr 


Romtie O’Sullivan suffered an 
embarrassing defeat m the Eu- 
ropean Open in Malta yester- 
day - and then claimed he 
might quit the sport. 

The former United Kingdom 
and Masters champion looked 
uimUerested for unsefa of tos first- 
round match before losing 5-l to 
the methodical Scot, Chris 
Small O’Sullivan, who slammed 
the balls about indiscriminately 
during the last frame and took 

00 a number ofhighty ambitious 
pots: added: “I couldn’t wait to 
get oiit of there. I am jusr play- 
ing terrible. I hate the game and 

1 don’t want to play any more. 


Athletics 

Turtey expects dw 4,000 participants 
In the first WxH Air Games to be held 
later thts year In the country tram 13 
to 21 September The 17 everts JncJude 
parachuting, gutng, hanging, ml- 
cro-4gj«, ballooning, model planes, 
heficopler and plane rallies. Mhwi 

chosen to host the games by the Paris- 
based Federation Aeronautical In- 
ternational. 


NBA: Hojaton 9S San Artonk) 35; NwJOHjr 


109 Boson 93; Data* 85 WMtwgMO 79; ■ 
appenss m*hum eat CMm si v*v\ 

cower. 84; NaaYwV 121 IA Lafen 121 C2 EflJr 
SmWb » UW» 87 tam; (Manila 99 MM 
9ft Meral 96 Derwer Bft Doom 88 Phoenix 8S. 


Cricket 


) and 106.1 


Basketball 

BUOWEISER LEABUE: Chester Jett 97 Dor- 


■atoabf! 

_ _ elBemafkbntl£8 

wd 195 tor 7 OK Anhmm S3n3i; ifrawrl H- 
lanrte 199. Port d Tfiiy WIM THnidKf 
and Toboflp 305 wd Sj 49 tor 3 (B lara 7ZK 
GqariB 241 (D Ramn art ne &G9). 


London Towera S3 Thames . . 

85; SheflleU Shade 84 Mewstle Eq0as 

P W L F A Pt* 
26 19 7 ,2295 2136 38 
..~24 19 
— SE 19 
— 27 18 
■■m 35 3x8 
lianobeatwr aB 16 12 2211 2086 32 
Newcastle -.27 14 132373 2^1 28 

UkMter 24 12 12 20762013 24 

Dauby ,-27 11 1623602403 22 

WortM»<™26 8 18 21742355 18 
TtaaMVMM05 7 18 22802332 14 
r ream ' ~n 5 21 19592193 ID 
HooMl AWd 26 2 24 21562728 4 


Cycling 

The baton taam, MGTfechrwftro, took 

the top three places aftenhessoh! 

oflhe to Tbir de lantfml dwr 


5 20701882 38 
622181934 38 
9 23392214 38 
72314 2199 38 


in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. MG Tech n- 
t»rcetebrated their when Uca 9dn- 

'm 2hr ISrrfn 4sec^^e 713km (^43- 
mfle) race from Bukit Kara to Gening 
Highlands. Sdnto’s tBam-mate, raolo 
BetBnL came biseaxid and Moos toda, 
who won the green jersey In St$ge Fbur 
and Rue. came In thtaL Sdnto was 
awatied the yeffow Jersey as oueiaS 
-champion. 


Footbafl 

Norwich Cfty yesterday stored the 
Spurs deferufer Kevin Scott for 
£250.000 altera successful loan speS 
at Carrow Road. The 30-year-old has 
stynCLa three-year oormact. 

Ian Hendon, the former Ergand Under- 
21 defender, has Joined Notts County 
In a £100,000 deal horn Leyton Ort- 
ent,uAt}0v Maggies pnfng£50,000 
now and a tlirther £50,000 attar a set 
number of appearances. 

Jack Tbyloc; the referee of tha 1974 
Wortd Cup final between West Germany 
and the Netherlands in Munich, is re- 
covering In a Birmingham hospital fol- 
lowing a s us p ecte d abate. 

Kettti Welch, the gsalteeper Jn contract 
dispute MAh Bristol Cfy has joined Brad- 
ford Oty on trial. Chrfe Kamara is look- 
ing fora n«r keeper after setting Mark 
Sctwaserto MUdesteoutft lasrweek. 
fa cAHu n e pnanmniT sm tangn 
■MBS mm 12 Hbn WM Hmi v Chetoae. ru* 
8 Apr VdmMsdon v Mon VBa. MM 9 Ape 
tom v Leicester. 

MoraraMDe football UEAeue m- 
MnaaM tfatBK Tw 4 ItaR Buy v Shws-' 
huy. ifed 12 Mk Queen's PwKT 
RnA(. Tim 18 MarcStochponvl 
16 Apt: Buyy Com. 


OoH 


TUCSON CLASSIC ptowl toPdfeg ftoai 
MPMkYw mSmb MMk37B 1 auri«n7B 
68,65 67. 271 3 JmOffl 72 70 l 377 Brad 
Bom 68 68 67 73; P SontawiM 72 65 69 71. 
278 Tbm K4B69 70 71 68; D Pdo*jj' 67 73 70 
68; J Mipm 68 72 70 70: L J^OM 72 71 66 
69: C Rose 68 71 67 72. 278A IMS 70 72 

67 7ft J KaOf 72 SS 69 70; M Mo70 68 6B 

71 280 S Gump 69 74 72 66; L MW 71 
74 71 64; P IMahon 71 71 89 6ft KIMk 

68 69 72 71 2S1 J MKon 70 71 72 6KM VMBbB 
68 72 73 08: J GtlktfMr 71 TO 70 70; T1MK- 
ion 73 71 67 TftRCodiari 69 71 70 71 B 
Tway 87 74 69 71 M Bodto 71 70 69 71 S» 
toda* 283 N OWt (Japan) 69 72 73 09; H Mm 
tispan] 74 69 70 7a 287 8 Appleby (Am) 73 

72 73S9l 


Ice hockey 

surauAora: vubmwm2 m 
6 ShNMd 1 NmwkAo 4 EdnM & 
FINAL TABLE 

P W 
CMC — 42 30 
SMMd 42 27 

Ayr 42 21 

MottntfWJ 42 21 
• 42 17 


H bU h (BofougMnuH): T Lfeh tu l u (StuVng 
Coum), e BaMrtsa* (BoratfimAn (Capo’ P 



L CL F APIS 
8 0208 130 63 
2 168 127 60 

0 171157 48 

2 160 147 45 
5 156 172 41 

1 168 202 33 
1 142 191 32 

3 152 202 28 


Ffcqprald (MtatsnlanB). C DoobArty (GHK). 0 
Karr CJ«l-to<ca), j Panto (l)S Cownere), I 
FaHarton (Dudee KSFPJ. A Cwfaow (ftx- 


c^wUO. J Ort ot iu tMrbugiAMrtwnlcalM, 


rtWaaonlanN. Ito pWc u ia iHi (IhMft 
J Shmrt (Haragte). a P ^g nMn !&*>. P 9m*t- 
M<E&1xifrAcsmriwc^.6*k&aumtPor- 
Ou0inMt. R Mtoah IBrtsci UnbuMyt, 8 Part* 
(SmustUTUd. a Ha foM (NsacasOel. 


S w ofcpr 


pomtior' 


/bit hpmt ml Teem 


BAWPEAN OPEN (VWMtta, Malta) FM 
rauMt: C Small (Sob) bt R O^SuAnn (Eng) 


5-1; D Monam (UWj H A Hamtton (Eras 

_ t K mm) 5-5 


1G Woman (Am) 1170; 2 Tlahnwn (08)9^2: 

■IBM^ 4 ci|eeraa>i 


SMcrMawa. 

■ EEHBA)8.70:«NFWSor, 


;tf 


(US) 7.7ft 8 J OmM UnA 7^6; « N Pnea tom) 
7^4; 10 D LOW B (US) B9B. 11 P MtctoNon 


m: W Handn 4 nattuffi ij Dttot e Ed- 
monmn 1; Tmrpa toy 4 San Jon % &4Wo E 
Beaton li Cainry s St Loua 3; Anarmn 5 uw- 
oouwar 2; ntodwplto 2 NY tonean 1 


5-3: A HKte 


S Leo (Enfl 
(Cot) MM dark (Eng) 


M SDbvIb (&J) 5-0; A RdMJoik 


&53; 12 C Pton 844; 13 S Midi 5B7: 14 S 
Jonea 58S 18 TMtooto 5H2; IBS SKMr 5.7ft 
17 S sown Ota) 558: IB B lanprffiao 54ft 
1ST Mtaon 5 l3Sc 20 D Dunal &S. Satodad: 
34 1 Wtomwti 305: <99 S 1 wwa 333: m L 


itngon 181- 
(US174. 


2JS2; 84 A Coton 19ft 82 P Hot 
L-WP mM 176; 99 P Brood- 


Rogby Leagee 

Loigh Centurions have signed tha 2S- 
jearuokl former Okfoam and WigBn util- 
ity back Seen IVnar on three^ntxtths Joan 
ftom thefr Second Dtvteion rivals White- 
haven. 


Hockey 

HIGV 


Camcfcv 


Sutann * GuMcmC Old LouSaortoni 
twLrnaoioei 




me st Atan » cMirntmL rnao » o» pnowf 

on Sunday 13 1>»*5- 


RKtfby Union 

SCOTLAND UH06H 21 (V IraUnd Uwtor 21 

r ,J -¥ imjil r-r (Se*D*t 

D M (BfinbuCi Acadmtoata). J M«M 0«8I- 
Bomroj. A Boooce (Mast of SonttnA. A 


Santo 

Kyokushuzan (real name Batbayar 
Darea). ton MongpSa, wtt be promoted 
to sumo's fourth highest position in the 
Spring Grand tbumarnem next month, 
according to rankings released yester- 
day. H^kushuzan, wes the fifth for 

eigner to become komusubi. The four 
other foreign Mesdere promoted to ko- 
musubi and above have all been tom 
the United States. 


Table tennis 


SNOW REPORT - 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


Arwd the rcco r tc 


Latest snow ana « 

from 180+ resorts in. Europe ana 
North America, 
r Phone or fax: 

* 0891333110 


AJ^t^ance fax guide to snow 


wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find foe 
- best snow -by fax. 

Cafl SKI FAX - the sri facts: 
0897 300 301 


For a fan fist of 180k 
resort codes 
0990 100 843 


Raoort . 
ANOOdRA 

Cuaaneat 

Area 

opw 

Last 

Urn 

era 

upp 

era 

roraeaot. 



300% 

152. 

75 

140 

Mototoran 

paa da la CMHI _1ttxn tower down 
AUSTRIA 

100% 

152- 

..115 

170 Sunny apefe 

Lamoaa — 

— Norths**, pfftdwy tap 

3 00* 
100* 

iS2 

10.9 

25 
• 45 

85 

B5 

Sumy 
. Ftoa,*un 

BULGARIA - 







Bortwiix — 
CANADA ' 

— _Snowcqwr ramrtns Tttn 

45* 

182 

30 

30 

OouO, snow 

IMMaBt J>y, powdeiy saw 

FRANCE . - 

100* 

2 32 

40 

60 

MetoflrMi 

MoBfe*^; W« enow tower down 

MoaMwawa^-LogOfftotMa taoWngSPOd 
TOLY 

100% 

100% 

M? 

1&2 

30 

330 

380 Uraettfad 
240 SmUtM- 

Butoaaoattoi ^tooston jafiftwr 

MadMbno Vote di Lei BOtong 

NORWAY 

100* 
10 OK 

382 
1 32- 

330 

60 

300 

350 

Owras 

Vutabia 



100% 

91 9 

50 

so 

Snowshwre 

SMBERUNO 







100* 

as* 

192 

02 

20 

05 

MO 

390 

- DQItaUD 

Sun 


1 J, iT^T 

100* 

XL 2 

166 

ITS UtabYCtoud 


van. 




Football 

730 union kw 

mnONWH FOOTBALL LEABUE 

msr division 

Crystoi Ptoaoe v RmU (746) . 

Somhend v NonuteO (7jfe) 

SECOND MVBION 


IM DhWMiaMlWM v WWion A Hantanv 


: ton SotoDM v Sutton IM (745k 

nvaerehonM 


Bmy v Wrextan (74*3 

mBmOv Notts County (745). 
BMfortvSto— S bny (745) 
M&«ob*s v Metareaib (74 
WMfcv ft— to o — — 


THKDDMStON 

Bmat« Uacoki | 
Potohtfrt^ tlhl v 1 


4® 


Kinffnnion v aorehm Wood. 

JEWMN EASTCRN LEA80G PTHOtor Dhtotone 
Bunr Tom vGeriutan (7JS): Hattojpi uDoon 
(T4B);l to l lM >QySudbuy'fowi(74^ L wi w« 4t 

« Om (745k MAnon vHomu A tototton toft: 
MftotBirMre » Greet nmoum f7.«ft wiortm 
vNaHnm«f745L- . ■ 

JEWSON WESScy LEMBUS lyn*ttWi v Bo- 
TOit^riaotaHKMQur^TtndiornyDiinii^ 
NORm WEST COUNieS IEASDE Ho* DkAttMl! 

Btockpooi Rdwo V Neantooh (745k toneoitoi 
vBoodK CVOmB* RonmMKHaSBrOH Boys 


M GMUMMl toeaM DMttsto GArraiyv 
r^ ff4 uy i opp BW m Fbofr Oioa arto W 

AVON H8WANCE C OMWI ATin il Hi P MN o n ; 
Bcunmouh v Ctonan (201; Wtot Horn vQunnM 
PM RMnen CZ43 M OapNtoam 3 ftoODdcet). 


QOMt MtUVWMHALOPBI CHAWWNSW 
(Potok annul 3 Mww (L (A Pony bl H 
MM 21-15 21-16; MSnd MVStokMb 21- 
10 2i-lft Pony and Sied btnecen and ShBbob 

21-18 21-14. baton* 3 800*0. (M S)«d at 


Keighley 
draw cup 
holders 
Saints 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


Keighley Cougars, the one side 
from outside the top flight to 
beat Super League opposition 
in this year's Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup, have been drawn to meet 
the holders, St Helens, in the 
quarter-finals. 

The dub, which has been in 
the hands of administrators re- 
cently. beat Halifax on Sunday, 
but have been rewarded with 
the toughest of tasks against the 
Cup favourites, who fear that 
they will be without their influ- 
ential Australian second-row, 
Derek McVey, who could have 
fractured a wrist. 

The other First Division sur- 
vivors, but ones with a proud 
Challenge Cup tradition - 
Fe&therstone Rovers - are at 
Leeds, while last season’s beat- 
en finalists, Bradford BulLs. 
travel to Oldham, who have nev- 
er been to Wembley. 

Perhaps the best tie, howev- 
er, is at Warrington, where u 
resurgent Salford, who expect 
to have their stand-off and 
goal-kicker, Steve Blakeley, 
back in action tu boost their 
chances, are the visitors. Thai 
is a likely choice for the televised 
match on S March; the 
remaining ties will be played the 
following day. 

The parallel Silk Cut Plate 
competition has thrown up the 
prospect of a Leeds derby m the 
semi-finals. If Bramleycan beat 
Widnes in their delayed quar- 
ter-final next Sunday, they will 
meet their near neighbours 
from Hunslet on 16 March. 
Leigh are at home to Hull KR 
in the other semi-finaL 

It is a case of one step back, 
one step forwards for the game 
in South Wales. The coach of 
the ride that played in the Sec- 
ond Division last season and was 
due to join Supo- League this 
time. Give Griffiths, has pulled 
out of a plan to establish an 
Academy side in the area. 

Almost simultaneously, the 
League has said it is to employ 
a development officer to boost 
the grass-roots appeal of the 
code in the principality. 

Bradford Bulls have re- 
sponded to speculation that 
they are intending to take over 
York, the Second Division club 
up for sale for £1. The Bradford 
chairman. Gins Caisley, would 
not confirm or deny the move 
but said: “We’re a progressive 
chib and always ou the look out 
for business opportunities. 

“Our strategic plan is to ex- 
pand the Bulls' supporter base 
to a national level and anything 
which will assist us to do that is 
worthy of consideration." 

Richie Eyres, the former 
Widnes and Leeds forward who 
has been playing union with 
Neath, is in talks with Salford, 
sax cur CHAUEIME CUP QurttrEnal 
dmie KU0toy Couchs v Si Hetenx Oktham 
Boats * Bradfod Bub; Leads Rnnos*Feaih 
amm Roma; tonpn «whb * Sated Rato 
pin b> no ptofCtf 8 or 9 Mmsht. 


A Hskny 21-16 21-12; C Piwi « S Saha 21- 
821-16: PM 


i Picm and A Pvt ft Hdnv and A Sab- 
N 21*11 23-17. 


Iannis 

ISA WOMENS CLASSIC (DMoborea CtM 

FME L Davorewn (US) lit L Raymond lUSl 
5-4 6-2. 

ST JUDE MOTS TOURNAMENT (UMopNa, 
T a iw a ■ ■■■ ) Fftofc M Chang OIS) ttTWood- 
OridJB (AlS) 6-3 B-4. 

MSAN INDOOR TOURNAMENT Mooli akt- 
*00 that route D Vtak (Cz Hup) ft F Wl- 


;J Stnctet C3p> ft C Gosta 
(Spain) 4-fl 6-3 6-2: K Kuceia ISknah) bt C 


Cwattt 00 6-4 8-2; BUfcN8ch<Cr tool M A 
ConftJOtSpJT-SfrO. 

LEA MEN'S MXXM SATELLITE MASTERS 
(Croydon): Ffatt round: R Kohmec (C3nl ta 
E Lenart (Gor) 2-G B-4 6-3; M Kamsd* [Gen 


OtM MHUminr (Gert 6-7 7-5 8-2; N Wert 
(GB) MT LarMmi (Aus) 6-4 6-2; C Haatad 


(SA) be LMBKwitGei 8-3 7-5: T Santa (G8i 
ft O Cbsw I»fl7-5 53; M Lw (G» ft R Chesa 


(US) 6^ 6-3; M Bwtt9nl («) bt C Realty 
(US) 6-3 6-3: A Mum tCzRopI U I Gaum (in 
6-3 6*3. 

LEADMS ATP RANmaS: IP Sampras (US) 


54930ft; 2 T Motor (Aut) 3.709; 3 M ChM 

" " "'.7:65 


(US) JL505; 4 Y KatoWksw (Rut) 3^67 

toNnac (Cna) 3^65; 6 U Ftes (CMel 2,413; 
7 R Knftcak (Neon 2 J6S; a T EnqMK 1S«> 
2^64; 9 W FoTOm (SA) 2.203; 10 C Mo» 
(S0) 2J.71: 11 A Coca (Sft ltoTl; 32 B Back, 
or (Gar) 1J383; 33 A AraM (US) LB57: 34 T 
Henman (GB) 1.753: 1ST Maim (US) 1. 723; 
16 M Room (SmO 3.707: 17F Manbta (Spi 
1481; 30 J OouiMT (U S ) L633; 19 S EO- 
bO( 2 (SM) 1.561; 20 M Gusaftson (Sim) 
148ft 35 G Ruaadsn (G8I. 


Ragbjr Union 

REFnSENUIfK MATCH: IWCMor w tftRMr- 
tana (745)- 

CLUB MUCMS; Lydnayv Roiol Air Rma [7X0: 
(Wot vOdbRl Untaian (7JJS; Rcftnand v Raw- 
«l Navy (7 JO). 


(74«. 


vTne^noodftTro^MMmtaKtKlQaeQw 

lHwhi 


O Uwr aport i 

BOONB: Bridsti 1 




B£j ?4ea- 
ibmbiis scumstt cup 

lOURIH-ttOUND RHtAY 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FtoSTHVBtON 
FWhhkvMdrto 
iMH>DnUmi 


vVouMIGM (74SL 
NORIHEIW COUNTIEB EAST IfAOUE Piamtor 
Pl iftto to Nanh tereyvOsntiAMon. 

Cm imn* louth v Hudn« PWeflflg v 

‘ 0RnH7ton;PenftfftavHatom. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LfiMUE Ifat DMriM 
AiundH v Ooivooft Htotoom v awitfwn; hop- 


Ryan Rhadm (SMltt. nolsao » PKarMtouanr 
()^(«)totao(«(^(4ltomC>r<m.5Mtott). 


wreHMWNAl: Re- 

pft9cftWandwBWtnd(r45)ft7lW*iMnd 

AMtOMnL- 

UMBOND LEABUC Pr 


iss nc 



Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 



Bbhop Anctond; RuncoR) » Malta Hwt DM- 
MoKCuBioAtiiton vGiMH. loaawi BftaA 
nonft CQbqn Bor « toutoy; 

UUEPnmtorDMttaM Ast> 
foil vStetomno (74®: Wffa rami 
nr (740). Midland oMMorc Omndam * 


3B»»ixttr; ftettfhch » Baawrtfl. SwrtwmDf- 
iMo«C«fi<ta»tarttf W»fg»vaupM-Ma m(74g; 


Cap taortb mEsttngr • wnwaan (T> 
PaoehOKn a Teftmmbt vIMA. 
MBN U CTOIOEAP HBf T LBWJB fftawba ffl vCBff 

KDOWTHM 6MMBW NORTHBW LKA9UE 
Hmt DMMoik Scuta SMMvBatoniinn Tirt- 
**; SWMon vConsoa 

WREMIMt B MW MOUND ALLIANCE: 
Bhnafch » StapMM; PmhorB ¥ SanMA B» 
ou0c Mfto MkHndi Poles v Hincttey AOimc. 
P8E SS A JOURNA L WCHL A WP LEABUE Hiatt- 
VvRaitnc. . 

UEACU6 OF MULES; CbnnahM Quft> Nomndi w 

oow.er - ----- — — 

and toff I 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


2,000 


BtoA D iMtta w tfBndmffimTbmff ^Ttaa; 
BiB8p»MiBngLnrMan— r^i awnilbMUgi 
bMftmadtv BUHM* Atoon. R*W0 
fTbwi vlbrendOB. 



fttort ayvErtiett SiABanav 


(74®. 


I tttor CoUo-TH IM v Bony p)- 

CALOR COWttY ANTRM 6MBJ9I Fhtot Bff 
mom « CHtsnitoi (or Mtadw Ml arttoO- 
PONTM9 LEAflUE Eamtor DfcMna: awffW 
MMtoartw v Umpoqi (7.Q). FMt DM ataK 
snrtf«uuidvMtoHBionii)ich(7j])(atOonlM- 
fcySwUmJ.- Smdortnxl vMrfdtatmM0) 17 ft 


7!» /Hrnber:0f tick^s re- 
mafoingfor tiie four dqys of 
the Offish €irand Prix meet- 
ing at .SUverstone, even 
though there is stfil neatly five 
tn'orths until the event 
Attendance for tie Grand Prix 
on &mday 13 July, is limit- 
ed fr> 90,000: 


V TBDE independent 


Win a BUPA ^ Health Screen 


Pins a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
stale of health and fitness. 
Then yon will be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and bow you can achieve it 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, all callers will receive 
a £30 discount 


To enlcr. simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on line and leave your 
details. Call: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616029 

C wg p rt i ii oo aBitoit 50r per minute- Wimr jsdud M nadiK «fttt loo doc Fdran I9T7 
UwalhtogWMwMfetetirtaiHPh. EdtortifcaaflahlaaL 












Logan’s run 

Scotland’s rugby union 
winger goes solo, page 22 



dismiss 
idea of 
joint bid 


England and Germany are back 
in competition for the right to 
stage the 2006 World Cup after 
both sides reiterated their in- 
tention to go it alone yesterday. 

Reports that Egidius Braun, 
the president of the German 
Football Association, had 
mooted the possibility of a joint 
bid by the two on Sunday were 
deemed to be the result of in- 
terpretation problems by offi- 
cials in Frankfurt 

Alec McGivan, in charge of 
England's bid, also remained in- 
sistent that the idea of a joint 
initiative looked a non-starter 
after Fifa, the world governing 
body, announced they would 
dismiss such a proposal. 

“Our position remains un- 
changed because we still feel 
that England has a very strong 
case for staging the 2006 finals 
and we already have a lot of sup- 
port from around the world," 
McGivan said. 

Braun's remarks on German 
television were misconstrued to 
indicate that the two poles of 
thought over the rival European 
bids were now coming togeth- 
er. A spokesman for the Ger- 
man FA said yesterday: “Our 
president never spoke about a 
joint bid and it was all a case of 
misinterpretation. 

“During the programme, in 
which he was talking about the 
German bid alone, Mr Braun 
talked about having a split Eu- 
ropean bid rather than a single 


bid from Germany. What he 
meant was that two bids would 
come from Europe - one from 
us and one from England, but 
his comments lost aimprhtrig in 
the translation to make it seem 
that he was calling for a joint 
bid. That is not the case." 

The finals will be shared for 
the first time when Japan and 
Korea co-host the event in 
2002, but Fife insists this win be 
a “one-off” arrangement with 
an immediate switch back to the 
traditional single-country for- 
mat thereafter. 

The world governing body’s 
stance did not surprise the FA, 
but McGivan believes that the 
idea of a joint bid will almost 
certainly rear its head again be- 
fore the oatcome is anno unced 
in June 2000. 

The row over the 2006 finals 
broke out earlier this month 
when Uefa announced it was 
backing Germany’s bid and 
claimed to be unaware of Eng- 
land’s rival stance. Since then, 
England have at least won a 
concession from the sport’s Eu- 
ropean governing body that it 
will examine both countries' cas- 
es. Both will push their claims 
when Uefe’s executive com- 
mittee meets on 17 April, with 
Uefa declaring that it will only 
support one bid. 

But with South Africa, Brazil, 
Argentina, Egypt and Morocco 
also expected to submit bids be- 
fore the Fife-imposed dead- 
line in 1999, it is not even 
certain if Europe will actually 
be given the finals. 
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President rules himself out 
of Boat Race, page 23 


Nottingham Forest players return to the City Ground after training alongside the River Trent yesterday. Last night the future of the dub was 
due to be decided at a shareholders' meeting called to vote on a £19-3m takeover bid " Photograph: Matthew Ashton/Empics 


Dalglish bid for Murphy refused League ignores pleas 


ALAN NIXON 


Kenny Dalglish has had a £L5m 
bid for Crewe's Danny Murphy 
rejected by the Second Division 
dub. The Newcastle United 
manager wanted to sign the 
teenage striker with the cash he 
raised from selling Paul Kitson. 

Liverpool apparently have 
first option cm Murphy. Dalglish 
has made an offer that the An- 
field dub will not match, but 
Crewe's manager, Dario Gradi, 
would rather keep Murphy at 
the moment and sell the mid- 
fielder Gareth Whalley instead. 

Whalley has recently been at 
Liverpool on triaL but there ap- 
pears to be no prospect a per- 
manent deal at the moment. 

The England goalkeeping 
coach, Ray Clemence, has de- 
nied that he will be working for 


Southampton when his England 
duties allow, as weekend reports 
had suggested. “I'm not em- 
ployed by Southampton in any 
capadiy. I have a full-time job 
as the Fbotball Association’s na- 
tional goalkeeping coach,” the 
former Liverpool and Totten- 
ham keeper said yesterday. 

Graeme Share has been “se- 
verely censured by the football 
Association after being found 
guilty of misconduct for com- 
ments made to a referee while 
he was the manager of Oldham 
Athletic. Sharp, who left the 
Boundary Park dub two weeks 
ago, made the remarks to the 
Cambridgeshire referee, Mike 
Bailey, at half-time during Old- 
ham's 2-1 win over Manchester 
City on 21 December. 

John Tosback is interested in 
the vacant Blackburn Rovers 
manager's job. The Welshman 


is available for a return to 
British football after leaving the 
Spanish dub, Deportivo La 
Coruna, and he has let Rovers 
know he is keen on the post He 
has not worked in domestic dub 
football since his spell at 
Swansea over a decade ago. 

Brian Laws, the former 
Grimsby manager, is the new 
manager of Scunthorpe United. 
He replaces Mick Buxton, who 
ended his second spell at the 
Humberside dub by mutual 
agreement earlier this month. 

Laws, sacked by Grimsby 
last November, is the 22nd 
managerial change at Scun- 
thorpe since World War II. 
Mark Lillis, who was in chaise 
for last Saturday’s home win 
over play-off chasing Colch- 
ester. has been upgraded from 
coach to assistant manager. 

Leicester Cil/s manager. 


Martin O’Neill, is interested in 
signing Port Vale's left-winger 
Steve Guppy in a £lm deal \^le 
are poised to sell Guppy, who 
played under O’Neill at Wy- 
combe, after he rejected a new 
contract offer. 

The Aston Villa midfielder 
Sasa Curdc has put in a trans- 
fer request - which will mean 
him losing at least £100,000 in 
bonuses. Curdc would stiD have 
been entitled to the money - 
mainly from signing-on fees — 
had he not formally asked for 
amove. 

Manchester City's manager, 
frank dark, wants conclusive 
contract calks with Steve Lomas, 
who has attracted interest from 
Coventry. Clark is going to ask 
the Northern Ireland midfield- 
er ff be is keen fo extend his deal 
at Maine Road. If not, he could 
be sold quickly. 


The Fbotball League yesterday 
decreed that the Nationwide 
season will not be extended be- 
yond 4 May, despite the threat 
of fixture congestiou. 

Manchester City have regis- 
tered their discontent over the 
likelihood that Northern Ire- 
land’s two World Cup qualify- 
ing games with Portugal and 
Ukraine will disrupt their East- 
er programme. 

Scotland also have two qual- 
ifiers, against Estonia and Aus- 
tria, arranged for the same 
week, while the Second Division 
dubs, Wrexham and Stockport, 
have been in touch with Lytham 
over the problems that their re- 
spective FA Cup and Coca- 
Cola Cup campaigns have 
brought to their promotion bids. 

A Football League spokes- 
man, Chris Hull, said: “Man- 
chester City’s main worry was 


the dislocation of their season 
through international call-ups, 
while Stockport and Wrexham’s 
cup commitments have caused 
them problems. But there is no 
question of the League ex- 
tending the season beyond the 
scheduled final weekend of 
Saturday 3 May and Sunday 4 
May. 

“We have put forward a pro- 
posal to Manchester City that 
we feel wfll ease their worries, 
while our contact with both 


been a case of liaising with the 
two dubs to help them balance 
their remaining fixtures." 

The week begiiming Saturday 
29 March was designated for 
World Cop qualifiers by Fife, 
the world governing body, well 
in advance of the League an- 
nouncing its own fixtures, and 
Wiles play host to Belgium 


while the Republic of Ireland 
travel to Macedonia. 

Hull explained: “Although 
we knew that it was a World 
Cup week, we did not have spe- 
cific dates when our fixtures 
were arranged. That both 
Northern Ireland and Scotland 
will play on the Saturday and 
then again in midweek means 
that we will lose the weekend as 
well as the following midweek. 

“It means it becomes an even 
more difficult balancing act for 
us, but we feel thatthere will be 

no real problem in fitting in all 
the games by the designated end 
of season date." 


Ftiry over 
attack on 
Juventus 

team bus 


Sera* Campana. the head ef 
the Italian plaver*' uiUuB. fras 
called for Briti&-style 
at Italy's grounds hi the ww 
Sunday's attack on H»e 
Juventus team bus 

Windows were shattered and 
pl»re fragments sprayed over 
revere and officials m fee .mack 
by a croup of Florentine tans. 
wSm ambushed the bus its 
way to the stadium in Florence 

No one was injured, but fe- 
attack caused outrage uftmng 
leading figures in Italian foot- 
ball and was be discussed yes- 
terday at a meeting of 
Campana's union in Rome. 
Campana is particularly angry 
that none of the stonc-tfanWrcts 
have been caught by the police. 

“What I can’t understand, 
and much less tolerate, is the 
fed that an offence committed 
by an individual goes punished 
but when it's a group of football 
fans, then impunity becomes the 
rule." he said. 

“This tolerance of gang be- 
haviour is becoming danger- 
ous," he warned, adding that 
Italy needed to learn from 
Britain's example when it comes 
to crowd control. “In England, 

ifa fen throws something on to 
the pitch, he soon finds himself 
in hawkniffc and the following 
day he's in court. 

“Here in Italy, people have 
been . turning a Mind eye to 
things for too long.” 

Sunday’s incidents, which in- 
cluded scuffles involving police 
and fans, followed misak-ihrow- 
ing earlier this month at Reg- 
giana's match against Parma. 

“It’s not enough for the ref- 
eree to pick the objects up and 
give them to the fourth match 
official as if nothing had hap- 
pened.” Campana said. 

The Fjorenuna president- Vit- 
torio Occhi Gori, described the 
youths who carried out Sun- 
day's attack as “detinquenis, like 
those who kill people by dropping 
stones from motorway bridges", 
a recent phenomenon in Italy. 

Cecchi Gori added that he 
had offered to go in front of the 
Juventus team bus next season. 

“But these sort of people 
would still throw stones," he 
said. “They are not Florentina 
fens and they don't even deserve 
to be talked about." 

The Juventus coach, Mar- 
cello lippi, aware of the intense 
rivalry between Fiorentina and 
Juventus fens, said: “This match 
is always accompanied by ten- 
sion, and in this case by an ugly 
episode. But on the pitch, the 
players showed their concen- 
tration and their professional- 
ism." 

Florentina may be punished 
for what happened, with the 
club possibly being told to play 
a home match away from their 
own ground. 
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Celts’ TV fears grow 



ACROSS 

I preserve lots of money, about 
a hundred thousand (6) 

4 Go wrong regularly but not 
extremely as an individual (8) 
10 Liberal about to get sancti- 
monious when restricting a 
Conservative (9) 

II Algerian pan accommodates 

good liver? (5) 

12 What you pay to go to uuna/ 

13 ^ahaps legislation of the Dail 
which feows nature's perversi- 
ty? (7-3) 

15 Record set in rody work by 


16 One directing cattle by day 
with typical dog (6) 

19 Fine fabric is new m the mar- 

21 !SStsi^ori from a new 

Democratic club (7) 

23 Ptwer shown by Rnster novel 
about mum in typical part of 


him? <7> . 

i One directm; 


Siberia? (10) 

25 Smart resultof reduction in 

27 Princess's lines 
(5) 

28 BeD tower in Pennsylvania in 
confluence of rivers (9) 

29 English mother's given up 
parenthood for ever (8) 

30 Plague old Queen to lave 
saint arrested (6) 

DOWN 

1 I do better coming up to put 
out fire as a calm type (Si 

2 Rich dothing about clergy- 
man grabbed one (9) 

3 Long church to soum of see? 
(4) 

5 ropuiar drink I had found to 
be tasteless (7) 

6 Hero's repeatedly pious in a 
minor way (5-5) 

7 Support by a head of law-firm 
could be so described (5) 


S About to get famous, elimi- 
nating monarchy and achiev- 
ing this ? (6) 

9 Feature of newspaper respon- 
sible for a row? Certainly not 
( 6 ) 

14 For one on own no allowance 
is made in speech (10) 

17 Change of heart with anger 
produces a safety device (5,4) 

15 Shoplifters, it could be said, 
of underwear (8) 

20 After short month company 
wfll take short time to pro- 
duce fruit (7) 

21 Ihke for granted amount to 
be dumped in sea is variable 
( 6 ) 

22 Be merciful keeping sabbath 
with few neighbours? (6) 

24 Go on horse maintaining 
gravity in high ground (5) 

26 Expert bolds onto upper-class 
pointing of little merit (4) 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Leading rugby figures in Whies, 
Scotland ana Ireland are deeply 
concerned that satellite televi- 
sion's increasing control ofbroad- 
casting rights will undermine the 
sport's attempt to establish itself 
as a gamine worldwide attraction. 
The Cehs, who are awaiting con- 
firmation from BSkyB that a 
proposed multi-million potmd 
deal has fallen through, are hop- 
ing to announce alternative 
agreement wife terrestrial com- 
panies within the next few days. 

Their problem is that the in- 
come guaranteed under those 
agreements Is unlikely to ap- 
proach fee figures originally 
discussed with Rupert Mur- 
doch's men. England, mean- 
while, are sitting pretty, having 
settled an £S75m deal with Sky 


as well as a £20m revised jersey 
contract with Nike. 

Yesterday, both the Welsh 
and Scottish unions insisted lu- 
crative terrestrial deals were 
near finalisation. Charlie Bisset, 
fee Scottish Rugby Union ne- 
gotiator, said the Soots’ agree- 


Samoa, Fiji, Canada and Ar- 
gentina-- whowere seen by many 
as essential components of the 
game's int ernati o n al fabric. 

BSkyB have yet to give then- 
side of the story, but sis corn- 


television exposure and income, 

while Vernon Pugh, the Wetifa 
Rugby Union chmrman, waxed 
lyrical about his country’s deal 
thought to be with BBC Wales. 

However, know seems certam 
feat Engjantfsposition as the rich- 
est, mast powerful and most 
commercially attractive rugby na- 
tion wffl be remforoed, leaving the 
Cdts as pow neighbours Asim~ 
Har scenario has occurred smith 
of fee equator, where Murdoch’s 
buy-up of New Zealand, Sooth 

African and Australian rugby ef- 
fectively ostracised many of the 
smaller countries - Western 


pany negotiators were less than 
amused by the rebellion against 


lateral Five Nations broadcast- 
ing deal. Pugh is against any 
move to a satellite monopoly, 
claiming rugby needs the widest 
exposure as much as a bank ac- 
count full of Murdoch money. 

' Negotiations over the rights 
to next season's expanded 
Hemeken European Cup are 
likely to prove fractious and it 

is still not dear which terrestrial 
company, if any, wifi team up 
with Sky to broadcast England 
international matches when the 
current Five Nations’ Champi- 
onship comes to an end. 



Prize fund increased for Open 

Golf Thxm wfll receive £250J)00, out “We believe that the Open 

ANDY FARRELL of a total purse of £L6m. Exactly should conthme to review the 

double John Daly’s winnings in prize-money, not only at the top 
1995, the first raize shows an in- but throughout the field,” 
For anyone for whom holding crease of £50,000 on what Tbm Michael Bonafiack, fee secre- 
aJoft the old silver jug is net Lehman took home last year, tary of the R&A, said 
enough, the financial reward of Nick Faldo won £300,0$) at “When combined wife our 
winninggQlFs oldest crown is be- the US Masters and Steve Jones fer-reaching exemption policy 
rngbroughtinto line with the oth- £283,000 at the US Open. aodmrecogmtioirafthecostof 
er majors. For the second year Further down the field, all competing in the championship 
running, prize-money at the those making the cut wfll receive for overseas players, wc, fed that 
Open has been gwen a significant at least £5,250, while the lead- we have put in place those two 
boost by the Royal & Ancient. ingnoiH^ualifierscaneamupto dements which effectively will 
This year’s winner of the £1,000. lievioiisfy, ail those who maintain the international 
126th Championship at Royal missed the cut received £650. Strength of the field.” 


For anyone for whom bolding 
aloft the old silver jug is not 
enough, the fi nancial reward of 
winning golf’s oldest crown is be- 
ing brought into fine with the oth- 
er majors. For the second year 
running, prize-money at the 


boost by the Royal & Ancient. 

This year’s winner of the 
126th Championship at Royal 


Troon wfll receive £25(1000. out 
ofa total purse of £L 6m. Exactly 
double John Daly’s winnings in 
1995, the first raize shows an in- 
crease of £50,000 on what Tbm 
Lehman took home last year. 
Nick Faldo won £30Q,ttX) at 
the US Masters and Steve Jones 
£283,000 at the US Open. 

Further down the field, all 
those malting the cm will receive 
at least £5,250, while the lead- 
ing non-qualifiers can earn up to 
£1,000. Previously, ail those who 
missed the cut received £650. 
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Prevention is better than cure, as they 

say. Although what the cure is for lost 
data, we're not sure. 

Which is why Hewlett-Packard has 
teamed-up with storage giant EMC Inc. 
to offer one of fee industry's most 
secure and hgh performance data 
protection solutions. 

MorseData is now helping some of the 
UK’s largest corporations to implement 
a range of highly reslient multi-host and 
network based storage systems. 

The starting point is to call us for our 
Intelligent Storage Executive Briefing* or 
■ arrange to meet one of our consultants. 
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MorseData 


0800 22 88 88 











